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ABCHIVIST'S HOES 



TUa document, m cojgr of Captain Davie's personal dliuT *&*<& he* kept 
from the outbreak of the wr la the Jar East until his return %u Washington, D.C. 
following liberation froa a prison camp *t Mukden, Manchuria, vac presented by 
hia after retirement fxoa aotlve duty, for incorporation with other prieoner of 
war material* 

It la a valuable historical oo—ant on the traataant of high-ranking 
offleara by their Japanese captors. HI a remark* concern enemy administration of 
prison casps la the Philippine*. Formosa, Japan and Manchuria. 



Captain Davis was Medical Cffloar In C mmand of tha U.S.Iaval Hospital, 
Caaaeao, P. I. whan tba war broke there on 8 December 1941, and ma alao District 
Madleal Officer. «ha Caaaeao Unit was evacuated to tba Haalla Area and aatabllahod 
at tha Philippine Union Collage, and subsequently reestablished In Manila proper 
at Santa Soholaetioa in accordance with hie final directive froa tha District 
Commandant. There, en 2 January 1942, tha unit was interned by •Japanese authorities. 
However tha unit continued to function ae a naval hoepital lrlthla enemy line*|Carlttg 
for our sick and wounded, uatU dissolved by enemy military authorities on 9 "ay. 

Captain Davis maintained an official journal of the Caaaeao Hospital 
until 9 May 1942. Tula he carried through the years of captivity and brought back 
to Bureau archives on his ; return. Hia personal diary waa maintained as a profuse 
collection of alsoellanaoua dated notes, sat down on any kind of paper or other 
writing material available. Since repatriation he has transferred thestt notes, with 
whatever editing the original scraps required, to a manuscript journal of 181 pages 
of double*apaced typewritten matter. The accompanying document la a transcript of 
this journal. 




Hospital Corps Archives 
BUMEDi MH5: 34 June, 194* 
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Covering Period 
8 December 1941- 7 September 1945 

2S ^ k * n L?* .' 41 ', Cell * d a * 0345 ^ Lieut, Condr. Grandfield, (far Hans Off icor 

wfth*? If 7 X^' statla « tbat »»atlHtI«B had begun. Conference on veranda 
WAB 8i« Executive Officer Cap*. L.J.Hoberta and Dr. C.C.Welch, Hospital War Flan* 
*• T "°"' T ° y 3 ^ a * 0^0 to confer with Commandant. Ora era secured for immediate 
VSX A^ E?,\2!f< Iaeht rf for *»»»fer of medical storee to Kariveles and Manila. 
MS «2L -t SJ^,"i ,rf S8cur<,<1 ** stalled In the hospital power hc^ss. 
Star ftTw J 000 ' <**** »•" being bombed, Worked all day on hospital security,- 
Sit!? 6 ** the hospital and loading supplies on lighter from Supply Depot! 

2? nolfTf h*, 2200 J" chw ° f **»«*■* **• »«■««. Medical stoVe* from 
hn!^^ *t* 3 r * Tlou8 ^ " Do «* distributed in four different places about the 

hospital grounds, also 48 casket, had been removed from the Supply Depot to a 

a t th! Jlin!? i 1 AwikWl f 4 at 030 ° ^ »»W7 bombing of Hichole Field. All alert 
taJS t 5 S* "f 1 * 11 * a * 0600 « «wU conference with Commandant regarding 
iTSSTh 5 P*Uent. to Sternberg General Hospital and 154 Sere CanSerred 
« ioou oy water. 62 patient, were discharged tha day before which incited all 

5 ra and pleased with actions taken. Two alarme during the night at 1958 and 2150. 

,» s^SL*!? ^'JPl alaM,l, at 0123 "^ ° 245 ' Tha *wcatir« Officer accompanied 
« to Manila *o visit patient, at Sternberg and confer with Colonel CarrohT 
Medical Corps. O.S.Army, head of the medical activities in Manila- Difficult 

and C a vite was bombad furiously for 40 minutes. 81 bomber, and 15 or 30 fighter. 
W£j*aL unoppossd. Shelter in the old Sp^i* cla tern. All dear .flSf anT 
vounded began arriving in all manner of vehicles. The hospital being emp^thT 
I£M£! mi6d a ! 0RCe ^ ftbout *» ?»««*•• <W lS treateTtn^rfery! 

Ua«!sJ^!/£ 'tf* ° f e * h * Wd> - At 180 ° boat » »"- iT » d **» Hwdla havimg^La 
£S S!15 ^J 1 *? Sttr€TOn ** **» •^cuatlng patient, and dean to San 
2EZ waT^L^f °* f^fj*J5* X r Sl mipltt0 ^alth Officer. At 0P00 afXr air 
ra^L^ J!" - f* 1 ! *° CaXldad S€h001 Tard *° ■•• «• Commandant where the 
nTrt^f ^^5 !f th * b °^ d CaTlt * Ha ^ Tard >** ■•* tl «* *<»« f« th. night. 

ofthe «Lhf2„ ^ rttoeW a ***« ur * 1 -^ d ' OT « » to Canacao where the rest 

JSJft^Jjjm Tf* S-S P8 * tlSlflS *" ««»«<» o^ ~unded At 0600 oonf«r^ 
u2 a? 1 ^a22 ,rt J? ^1* *° approTad %iM 1 ««»«ate evacuation of the ho.pl 
it^nf h T! 4 mdettt * hat th * r " dl ° tow#x, « at S »£W JPoimt would be bombS 
SLrth?S«f2j* ^^T 1 * ** 00 ™and^ officor of thJ adjscent air USSm 
Sl^h^^r* ^Z** 6 ""****■ I drove to Manila and met Doctor Srickson 
if«T^f*f W * ■°6« a «*« d *"• fhUippla. Union College as a better and 
eafer location. Drove out to Balintawak with E rlck , OJ1 ^ BJOCO * t *t the «"il-. 

adriead T^te^^M ^/ 4Su » w ,*««« * «»» ^1« ** a loaded ambulance rixo 
S2I- i-^SS !^ S^ V * h * A^-^tion Depot was sapeoted to blow up at any 

trlHr So iSL 2 r^? T*?* C ' *" Bell »* a ^ »t SL30 after a difficult blacks 
llll ManaJ^r^*^? 8 ? "eld station far « r .t aid at the end of Canacao 
mva, «anaed by 1)^. Boone, Cohen, rereu.ou, j.aabert end Morgan with 20 Corpsmea, 
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1941 11 Dec '41 ) , Artesian well dug to 385 feet. All wards screened,, Latrines 

to ) and showers Installed and all medical supplies available were 
26 Doc '41 ) sored daily from Canacao between air raid alarms. Constabulary 
at ) Guard secured after learning Sa%naliats in neighboring barrio 
Philippine ) The Seventh-Day Adventists at the school gave all possible aid. 
Union ) Patients from Sternberg were transferred as soon as ready. 
College ) Daily alarms at noon hour which were osdnous hours with large 
groups of planes overhead. Daily news was up and down. Sangley 
Point and Canacao bombed on the 19th. Dispatched George, LaVlctolre and Bitter 
with 12 corpsaen and followed in car with Pharmacist Shearer. Sound all badly 
boabed and Coanandant at gate reporting the Medical Department had functioned 
well and all patients sent to Manila by water. Lieutenant Raymond in charge of 
the MART AJJN and the Pan-American speed boat. fladlo tower . down and several bonb 
craters- in Canacao grounds. Several buildings Including my quarters hit but maim 
hospital building escaped. All Bed Crosses had been erased after grounds and 
buildings were taken _: over for military purposes. On the twenty-third seat 
Hayes, Bitter and Terguson to Fourth Marines at H&riveles with 10 corpsaen. 
Twenty-fifth - a bad Christmas. Boone, Morgan and twelve corpsaen with medical 
supplies sent by truck to join Hayes at Marlvelee. Just before noon Lieutenant 
Commander Baltsly phoned from the Bay View Hotel that a despatch had been received 
at the communication of floe from Commandant of the 16th Havel District for the 
Baval Hospital "Betaln Hospital In Manila Area". Said he was phoning for the 
Coiomunlcatlon Officer who was out getting ready to proceed to Marlvelee with 
Baltsly. Open city declared by General MacArthur, but bombing continued along the 
Pert and Pasig River Area. Word was received that Captain Lowman along with other 
cambers of Admiral' 1 Hart's staff had gone to Marlvelee. Events made it evident 
that we mast get the hospital into Manila proper as Balintawak was being surveyed 
by Army personnel relative to a future battle., area. Colonel Carroll, head of the 
Army Medloal Center, recommended the Holy Ghost College as a ready location. After 
an early and drab breakfast of boiled cabbage sad corn beef, Lyle and I drove into 
Manila to inspect and completed arrangements. Returned to Philippine Union Collage 
and all hands were glad to hear that wf were to move. During the night all the 
Army were ordered to evacuate Manila, so, early on the 26th a better location, 
namely, Santa Scholast lea's College, was obtained and we began moving In as the 
Army saved out. She location was 1532 Pennsylvania Avenue. Moved rapidly betweea 
air alarms. On the 26th the fleet Surgeon Capt. K.E.Lowmen returned from Marlvelee 
with Boone, Kline v Morgan and eight oorpsmea, as the Commanding Officer of the 
Section Base and the Chief of Staff etated they were mot needed there. I at once 
assigned Captain Lowaan as Chief of Surgery in the place of Comnandor Hayes, who 
had Joined the Marines.... Last night at Philippine Union College and moved into 
Soholaetica. All patients moved on the 26th air" supplies case faet until 29th 
when it was necessary to concentrate on food transfer. Sons nedlcal stores and 
one day' a food for fifty had to be left at Philippine Union College as all per- 
c3 sonnel had to be brought into Manila when we were informed that Japanese troops 
£J were entering the city. Ho chance to return and supplies at Philippine Union Col- 

3 in the supply dtpot were distributed as follows s 90 tana, ^Including one battalion 

g s" outfit, to Marines} 20 tons to the Custom House; 40 tons to Philippine Union 
g College; 10 additional tone and field equlprasnt, to Harlvelee. Of the 80 tone 
^ in the Manila >fodoga 16 tons were distributed to a small storehouse on Hebraeka 
B Street, and jml before the Japanese jprived 30 tons -jore given to the Bed Cross 
3 and the remain'] »r lost when «* wae a© tAssary to destroy the *avy Bodega* 
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1941 The hospital supplies la the Canacac store-room vera distributed In four different 
places about the hospital grounds before the bombing on the 10 of December and 
wore later sent to Sternberg and Philippine Union Collie - total approximately 
was 50 tons. The cots and mattresses stored In the supply de^ot were transferred 
to Sternberg and the 48 caskets stored in a garage were completely destroyed by 
a direct bomb hit when Saagley Point and the Canacao Area was bombed on the 19th. 
^e had 153 patients when transferred from Philippine Union College to Santa 
bcholastica. Previonily, several drafts that had recoTered and were fit for duty 
bad been transferrea *o the temporary receiving-ship set up at the Enlisted Ken 8 s 

■sS Wattlla * An< * s ' '•ceiTlng the remaining patients from Sternberg our Census 
was 229. 76 Army patients were transferred to Scholastlca from Sternberg when 
it appeared that the Qneson Bridge would be bombed. On the night of Deeeaber 31st 
all Army patients following the orders of Colonel Carroll were transferred to a 
£«d Cross ship, which we later learned sailed for Port Darwin, Australia. Mo 
instructions were received for the transfer of any Havy patients on said ship 
and the next day ve were Interned by the Japanese with all outside communications 
cut off. Phoned the Swiss Consul who stated he could do nothing to help as he had 
not been accredited by the Japanese. The Bed Cross was frosen and no help from 
the Japanese Consul. The High Commissioner's Office informed me that all communis 
cations and transportation had been cut off from Corregidor. On the eve of the 

- ^Hr^f ? J^*?" *i *"*' * lT# 0f *"* *•" identified. *** all werm 
interred in Tort McKinley, The unidentified were Interred by a number correspond- 
ing to one placed on the Form I together with all identifying marks. A bottle 
containing indlTidual identification was attacked to the ankle of each body. 
Approximately 500 were burned In buildings and remains not recovered, the greater 
?i! rl *yJ #iB « « lT *«aus- 125 bodies were interred In bomb craters in the Havy 
lard, CaTits. Decomposition of bodies in the hot tropical sun and the resulting 
stench made it necessary for gas masks to be worn while this unpleasant duty was 
using performed. 

* „ ??" J **™* °ur •*«« consisted of 161 patients; 15 medical officers* 

I \Vl Jf f e ™ S B »*«■«*■*■: 2 chaplain.; 11 nurses; 101 hospital corpsmen; 

UZEJUSF' T°l l l*l !** ?** W left ln Manil * J Qlnod TOr boepital organs 
i*ation making t*v* f.*» tal hospital bunch 302. 

* t^ 30 ?T° %ALl **"• * at nooa th3t tbM Japanese forces were 12 miles south 

il « °^ 7 ?* ™ "T* 1 * h * ar m T^^ons «>f roads and bridges. lb resistance to 

I* 6 !*?* and X had Umut ^^ ** Taft At *« fa •» dynamiting throughout 
city and bad fires, Comdr. Cheerer returned from MarivelesV^ wougnoux 

31 Dee ' 41 s Bnrly A.M. Skies black with smoke from burning oil supplies. 
«cre explosions and mminous signs. Advised all hands to be calm. Bemaln 
on compound etc. and conserve food and water. Evening walk on Taft At*. 

1942 *«., V**/ 4 ?,' /aol,laou « H «* T «ar- ***•» aad looting started. High Coujmiesloner 

the High Commissioner's Office and the H. d Croes for information and atfirice. 
^^n P /^ MI i C ^ eT,r ' U ' S « N »V4 J fll off, the main building, a distance of 
about 60 feet ant tied In a few minutes. Aft.tr securing a Philippine Coironer a 
Board of Investif ition was held. It's finding was «In line of duty- e injuries , 
multiple «tremc t following an accidental ftll. Vondor when thie startling news 
Si^]l f ' ?*■*■«*. Body a.nt to the Army Morgue. The usual evening 
wsa*. ija. »rapane Cfi troops ar» entering the city and an they pass the neighboring 
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1942 internee camp, lusty cheers were heard, we wondered when conditions would "be 

reversed and we could do the cheering. Fires and looting near and fear of invasion 
of our compound. Capt. tfilterdink. Supply Corps, admitted this date with appen- 
dicitis, chronic. 

IKTBHHBD 2 Jan » 42 . j. ireg contiimeo Lighting current off. Tear of refrigeration. 
tIps Lifihts on ln two *>«»» and great relief. In the afternoon a committee of Japanese 
JAF& arrived and seized the premises, telling me that I was responsible for all build- 
ings. Asked^about Arms and looked in ray safe. There was no search or personnel 
disturbed. Soon after the Japanese departed, garbage near the galley began to 
explode. Investigation revealed that soma hidden ammunition had become ignited, 
the condition unoxplainable. A rifle was thrown over our wall apparently to en. 
barraBS us. I placed a close patrol along the inner side of the walls to" watch 
for any unexpected happenings. The daily walks were ended. Lights on in the even- 
ing. At any rate it's some relief from the constant air alarm and bombings we have 
been experiencing daily. 

3 Jan '42: A Japanese soldier was heard pounding on our closed front gate at 
0445. He told us to stay put, we will. At 0745 a Japanese . ~ soldier searched 
our sentry at the gate and closed the gate again. 1350 - three Japanese conferred 
with me. 1850 a car driven by a Japanese crashed through our compound well. No 
injuries. 

4 Jan '42: Food conservation necessary and two meals per day, with breakfast 
at ten AM, and evening meal at five PM. Me have no butter. Gave another talk to all 
hands as I wish to keep everyone informed as the situation develops. Another Japa- 
nese committee called; they come about every hour, ask the same questions and don't 
seem to ever get together. Be - :;^ions are given and they leave. The Staff is 
dressed in white except the y. — ers, who are in khaki, A Japanese sentry has been 
posted directly across the street from our main gate. All day cheering from the 
Japanese Internees who have not yet been released as the Japanese forces enter the 
city. Bed Cross personnel are detained at the Bay View Hotel. 

5 Jan '42: Quiet day, Just waiting. Cars counted and more questions asked. 
The Hospital is neutralized by the Ked Cross but doubt if it means anything to the 
Japanese. A lieut. speaking good English advised me to write a letter to the High 
Japanese Command relating who were here and recording the location of any stores 
that we may have. Between these various committee visits I am spending mt time 
today with a jig-saw puzzle. I *ronder if it has any significance in the entangle- 
ments ahead. All are calm. Koenig, Oliver, MHZ died at 2215. Not able to remove 
body as the telephone number given to us by t'e Japanese does not answer and those 
across the street won't help. Body sent to the laboratory after a little service 
by the Chaplain. No guards at the gate. 



T fl in 



Hed Cross to Funeria Hationale with Japanese approvals After the lon^ delay with 
awaiting the arrival of the Japanese it became necessary to make arrangements for 
the burial of Keenig's body and the. Mother Superior gave us permission to bury in 
the compound ground. The arrival of the Japanese at tho last moment nr.de it unne- 
cessary. Some aerial activity around Nichols Field. No comnuni cat ions at allc Wish 
I could get a message horae„ Looting and firea apparently ended. Warnisr- in papers 
S f iJ Pr i ie t 1S 10 t0 le Any aecideilt t0 r J apanese will result in 10 of : .he enemy 
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1942 7 Jan *42: At ten-fifteen inspection f ispita aid grmmda by several 

Japanese doctors collecting quinine. Three au*os and fcxtf: .s taken. At 1400 the 
Japanese took over the compound and posted guard. Verted rders to me for all 
Americans to stay In the compound. Filipinos free to gc arU come. Permission to 
receive personal purchases through Filipinos, General K***ter aid gave all develop- 
ments to the personnel. A tedious day but all relieved to K*ow the -co .--■ . A Japa- 
nese committee called saying that they were going to bring a draft of some thirty 
American Officers who had been taken prisoners to be left at the Santa Scholastics, 
and that I v/ould be responsible for them. I refused flatly, stating that I had no 
guards and could not assume such duty. They stated that it made them distrust the 
word of American Officers, as they had promised not to escape, and they would 
bring the officers anyway, however this was not done, 

8 Jan '42i Several visits and inspections by the Japanese. The beat of one 
committee was a Doctor of Lieut, Comdr. rank of the Japanese Navy, who better 
understands our problems and difficulties, with so many diverse directives. 
Threat to search again. Hope the Japanese Navy will take charge. Heckling guards 
demand chairs, tables, cots, and a clock for their station at the gate. They 
ordered corpsmen to place shelter tents etc. for their use. Japanese tanks are 
passing on Taft Avenue. 

9 Jan *42: Complete search by a committee of Medical Officers and all aou*- 
venirs ordered to be collected and turned into the Japanese. Major Ota called and 
asked me and several patients about how we felt about the war. We did^t know, 

as no news or radios available. How did we feel as they were entering Manila? 
I told them we were calm as we thought they would be honorable etc. A Japanese 
Officer called to interview radio ratings. Took Costa away for the night. A 
receipt was given for him. 

10 Jan '42: Costa returned unharmed after questioning. Dr. Omorti, Capt., 
asked about the cost of food and medical supplies for one month here, also a list 
of all our medicine. Several more committees and a group of Japanese doctors 
inspected the hospital. Seemed interested and pleased. Wish we could have a defin- 
ite directive. All - calm. 

11 Jan *42: Lt. Iv.nri Shimlzu called for one hour and arranged for Sgt. Wells 
lip treatment with radi :'r at the Philippine General Hospital. Sgt. Wells of the 
Marine Corps has a probt . epithelioma of the lip and no treatment is available 
here but arrangements had been previously made for the Philippine General Hospital 
to treat him. The Japanese Lieutenant said he would let me know tomorrow, and 
requested that I give him a message for America. The following message was written 
out, "Capt. Davis was interviewed in lianila this afternoon at the Naval Medical 
Center and stated that all patients were improving and that he and his staff were 
wall, receiving good care and courteous treatment." 

13 Jan '42: Lieutenant Iwasi Shimizu called and took Sgt. Hells to the 
Philippine General Hospital for two weeks radium treatment. It was arranged over 
j. v , -v__- -~*±y jy~* a*„ zrr . :j a ,.„„„•( -n-nri no r>*"ff»- TVentv-seven Japanese bombers flew 
ove/at low altitude. What we thought was distant firing, the Japn say are explod- 
ing automobile tires. We say to ourselves, maybe. At three a large number of sold- 
. iers and a young Japanese Lieutenant tool: all of our trucks. I pre tested particu- 
larly for the two ambulances and they le:ft one. Humors of unrest In the city. 
Phoned Vargas and was told to call Japnnsse Consul General. The Japanese Consul 
promised to send a representative to us tomorrow. The Catholic Sisters are very 
disturbed. ■ We !iad a quiet night but all ?ery anxious. „s 
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1942 ' 13 Jan '42: I wrote a letter to the High Japanese Command recounting our 
problems of food Irregularities, general confusion etc*, and again requested a 
liaison officer. Chancellor Okaki of consulate called and promised to straighten 
out problems including pilfering by sentries and abrupt visits to the nurses' 
rooms etc. I am hopeful of iresults. All is quiet in the city but Japanese sentries 
can be seen on all tall buildings. The American ^ed Cross reports that all their 
food has been sealed and only enough food left in the city for one month. They 
are out of money and trying to get more, also a food ship from the United States. 
A committee of Japanese called to "rent" office space for fifteen. Ho suitable 
space is found. Nothing new at all. Long hours but all are patient. 

14 Jan '42: A quiet night. Better sleep. Committee of Japanese Navy headed 
by Chief Surgeon T. Yoshida of Capt. Hank informing me that a decision had been 
reached, namely that the Japanese Navy would henceforth take over the supervision 
of all sick and any United States property. He asked for a classification of 
patients and a complete inventory of all supplies and equipment. I told him I was 
worried over our food supply and they said none was to be had. All is quiet and 
it is somewhat of a relief to get some sort of a liaison and hope to be free of 
so many diversified things from the Array. It seems a better outlook. 

15 Jan '42: Things are not so good this morning. The Navy does not come and 
the military are getting tighter with ground freedom. Must separate ourselves from 
the Sisters. Sentries are making closer inspections. Several delegations of Mili- 
tary committees have arrived. The city and area are quiet. No news. Talk of remov- 
ing recovered patients. Sach committee that arrives go over the same ground of 
inspections and ask the same questions. One wonders if they will ever get together. 

Mi£$ 16 Jan '42: I commended corpsmen at a general muster and had the Bame placed 

on their service records. Capt. Iwasaki taking over the guard and issuing more 
orders. No communication with the outside. Sisters are absolutely cut off. Their 
section has been sealed with strips over their doors. The grounds are divided* 
The Captain spent two hours inspecting. Back three times during the day. He 
certainly is a very unpleasant man. 

17 Jan '42: Iwasaki back and had all phones out. Yard further cut off with 
bard wire. Me are losing at least four-fifths of our exercising area. Our over- 
worked laundry placed out of bounds and strong protests to no avail. We were 
ordered to remove all food stores at once from the galley location which is too 
hear the church area. Two meals at ten and five carrying us along • Three-hundred 
and twenty to feed and it is better with a hundred forty-four of the Church off 
our supplies. Many more guards through the grounds. Br. Azuma with a radio officer 
took Acosta, EM-2c, to Cavite for the day for investigation. Campbell and Tinsley 
questioned yesterday. V/e are in a real prison camp now but all are well and no harm 
to. us except more restrictions. Must make the food last as no signs of help from 
the Japanese. 

18 Jan '42s Started a quiet Sunday but stirred by a Corpsnan. incident who were 
both slapped by a sentry when they failed to stand at attention and keep still. 
Their names and ages were taken at the gate. General muster and all deeply perturbs 
when I explained the situation and warned all to watch their deportment in the 
presence of any Japanese. A Kangaroo Court was held for the two slapped Corpsmen 

by the rest of the Corpsmen. Eain, showers, and several planes overhead. The Japan— 
l!2 B 8e SL U S K ice today. Perhaps in response to my letter sent to LaSalle Col- 
iSkSlS-lTS^SSSS. C^S© S\fi fulef ?» •«***-** of the present 
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1942 30 Jan '42; Usual routine the last two days. New guard. Committee of Sergeants 
called at three and spent two hours in a thorough quiz. No coordination between 
Committees apparent to us. All requests must be referred to higher authority and 
no results obtained. Ice in, but all else refused. Seem irritated over reported 
Japanese hdspital ship being sunk. No reflection of observing the Geneva Convent ion. 
Guess we are the goats. Need a Japanese officer here who can speak English. 

22 Jan "42t Wrote a letter to LaSalle College for a Japanese Officer to call. 
No results. During some singing in our recreation room last evening a Japanese 
sentry rushed in swinging his gun and ordered all to cease immediately. No more 
gatherings of personnel permitted. Absolutely no news. An officer patient, Stephen- 
son, with tuberculosis, was slapped by a sentry this morning for having hands in 
pockets. Wish we could get an officer here to help in our troubles. Absolutely in 
the hands of young sentries. No outside contacts allowed. 

23 Jan '42* A quiet night but activity on the street with troop movements. 
Tanks going south this A.M. Sentries more agreeable. No signs of an officer. We 
are in the hands of sentries alone, be they good or bad. HoBpital ship incident 

is not acute. All of Geneva ifl forgotten from the first. Our Red Cross car was the 
first one to be taken and the Red Cross Manager, Mr. Foster, was interned from the 
first. No help from the Swiss Consul so here we are remaining absolutely incommun- 
icado. Noise of firing north and south of the city last eve and this AM. Cur routine 
is conjecture and hope. 

24 Jan '42: Despair over not seeing an officer was somewhat dispelled today 
when friendly Lieutenant Iwashimizu called with a note from Sgt.. Wells who is at 
the Philippine General Hospital for radium treatment to his lip saying he needed 
some cigarettes and it was necessary to stay another two weeks. The Lieutenant 
said he would report our difficulties with the sentries to the officer in charge, 
but will he? New guard arrived under Sgt. Masao Takeda. More friendly and speaks 
a few words of i&iglish. He asked for an English lesson so I sat down at the gate 
for twenty minutes and helped them with their dictionery. Two Red Cross Filipino 
women were admitted for laundry but after bringing it out the order was "No" so 
back it came. No allowance of food or packages . 3ven those inspected cannot be 
brought in. The Sergeant with an interpreter came to my room at eight PM and I 
was able to explain several problems and able to move some effects of patients 
that had been previously placed out of bounds when the barb-wire was installed. 
This was accomplished about ten PM as the Sergeant said we must be very quiet and 
not let anyone lenow that he had given us this permission. Poor sleep, and feel a 
change coming. Strange to be cut off from the world, but all are patient. Here now 
twenty-three days. Asked the interpreter to come daily, but no telling. The guard 
played basket ball with our boys today and one got his hair cut. Many inconsis- 
tencies so no dependence on an understood routine. 

25 Jan '42: t&iiet Sunday dawned. Wonder vriiat the day will bring forth but 
hopes are greater. Heat lightening was observed off toward Bataan last evening. 

"e v/onaer it it mignt be our guns firing. Japanese planes were over yesterday with 
bombs, in the direction of Atlmonan. What is the change? Troops going north and 
south. We are assured by the Japanese that the war will be over in a few days and 
we can all be released. I suppose they think America is going to surrender. Lyle 
is In jed today with a mild enteritis. I have no symptoms,, md glad of health. 
Books read, "Here's to Canada" by Dorothy Duncan; "The City r,f Illusion", Vardis 

Cro G 3s e ;l"" T ^ ^V V ^ KlDed ° mM ^ CV0nl *> Fo ^ *^°™ *»*., "Battle of Three 
Crosses". "Red Clark Takes a Hand-, so y reading is up and -lown. 



15-J DIARY: CAPTAIN ROBERT G, DAVIS, MC USN P^ge e 

8 Dec 1941 -7 Sept 1945 

1942 26 Jan '42s All quiet but ominous. At two p.m. the Army and N a vy representa- 
tives arrived together and talked of thirty patients being taken and ordered all 
spare beds, one hundred and sixty, to be ready in the morning. Sudden air raid at 
nine-fifteen last evening and again at eleven fifteen PH. Ho sleep and wondering 
what it was all about. Several bombs dropped near Nichols Field.. Dr. Brokenshire, 
the Officer of the Day, was called to the gate for a slight misunderstanding. 
And slapped because he had invited the excited guards to come into the building 
for protection. Their reply was "No Japanese needs help from anyone". There was 
considerable activity all night around the Coloocan area. 

27 Jan *42: Still lots of distant firing being heard. Lights on at daylight. 
Japp_nese called for 160 bedaf all that were not occupied, also linen, mattresses, 
and rao3quito nets, <#iiet night. No communication through the gate for food except 
ice* No callers allowed as usual except the Japanese. Time is long but the morale 
is good* Total war they say. No non-combatants recognized. Ked Cross frozen. 

28 Jan '42; A quiet night with the lights on. The Japanese Army and %vy per- 
sonnel called for thirty recovered patients. Sad departure but all auiet and order- 
ly. Azuma said I looked worried but all would be well with me and my staff. They 
asked for names of mental and tubercular patients. Hard, to dope it all out. They 
have opened a Japanese hospital somewhere in *asay. Uonder if our patients are to 
be used as attendants there. Large groups of planes flying high in a southerly 
direction. Not able to identify. Countryside very quiet. All we can do is conjec- 
ture. Plenty of heat lightening as they call it, observed last night in Bataan. 

30 Jan «42: (juiet morning. In the afternoon It, Suzuki, Medical Corps, called 
for six Corps ^ouches and a box of intravenous glucote. Tery courteous and under*- 

*«$$$ Btood our needs ' : of more fruits, vegetables etc. Wonder if anything will result. 
Food, in need of more vitamins. Receipts arrived for the 160 beds and the Corps 
Fouches. Don't expect any change in present situation/Sentries are more docile 
today and all relieved of former tension, 

31 Jan •42: No change in conditions but the night tr*£. quiet. No air activities 
but plenty of heat lightening again in the evening observed from the roof. Finished 
the book "Tell of Time" by Laura Krey. Und of a long month. 

rEB 1 *' eD '42: Humors of good news. Mrs. hobbs, Bed Cross representative got in 

with a Russian Interpreter and brought some magazines and cigarettes. First contact 
with the outside for two \feeks. Guard playing croauet and the tension lessened some- 
what. How and ifhen will it all end? Long time: without radio an*' outside world com- 
munications. Vould be easier if allowed to buy food through the gate. Need mixed 

vitamins. Am 14 pounds off, but feel well. Sfelk two hours dail;% Getting used to 
two meals per day. Have enough if none is taken away. Visiting committees make 
one wonder. 

2'Feb '42: Asumn. called with Lt„ Hamaaota head of Japanese sv;rr>li'»B for thf> 
-avy and askea for medical stores and instruments. Protests resulted in only a 
few instruments baing taken at this tine and a percentage of medic^ supplies. 
They will give me no fixed percentage as they say they will eventual.,/ take out 
patients, and as we will not receive nare D the staff will be moved 1 about a 
month. I wonder wlLere and if conditions at this time will permit? No .wws as per 
routine and hope cranes at times. Long hourt: with only conjectures to iVe with. 
Dr- Sanchez of C.-ivite called but was not allowed to talk with me at the ,loor. 
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1942 Disappointing, as he was the health officer who helped us the day that Cavlte was 
bombed, namely 10 December. Wish to hear of Canacao, but - no. A Japanese Sergeant 
obtained food from our galley and fed the mental patients. The guard took food for 
the night crew. They left a five thirty call with the Master at Arms desk. Spirits 
must pick up. The Japanese guards eat three times a day with food brought to them, 
but they always survey our galley and ask for extra things. The principle food they 
like is canned pineapples. This morning when asking for coffee, and our Chinese 
cook being slow in producing it as only a part of one coffee pot was available 
for the whole hospital personnel, the guard shoved the coffee pot, with his bayonet 
off on the floor and marched away. 

3 Feb '42: A good night's sleep, and feel better, but no news. Had a talk this 
morning with Padre Daughtery over policies, and explained the difference between a 
Chaplain and an evangelist. He lias been pursuing the policies of the latter beyond 
my approval. As all Protestant patients have been disturbed over being told that 
they cannot be saved from this terrible war unless they adopt a different faith. 

•f?f\ eS ? a ? 5° r nope nedlcnl ^ores. Lt. Comdr. Tanaka went through the hospital 
with Lyle. Cool weather and waiting. Second load of Medical stores taken, 

4 Feb «42: A quiet night. Spent a while on the roof where we go each evening 
for observation out all was dark in the neighboring environment. Azume and U. Comdr 
Hatakeyma spent an hour with us discussing the venereal problem in Cavite. I re- 
Sd^l!? 6111 i° * ^ eZ : the CaTlte Health 0f «°er, *»*r report Canacao hospital 
SS^SL erOU ^ B ? bOUt t6n P flroa BW aBaeaa - ABked ns to reduce ***** after 
ITI ZT%™ Pa T lentS t0 SaVe f0Q *f®^ ia We. and they want the Army to 
the oStif ™iJ ™* e \ the staff °« left **«*- T hey said they were studying 

not be 1 ° Pe *?? leaTe U8 al0ne * AXways son <*^ *° worry abo^t. It ■? 
not be serious as explained our food economy. News would help as conjectures lead 

ente r thX'^th^^ ^ ?J° dUCS 8 ° me ^^^ If Araerlcnn *°™* ^ould 
™*L1 ♦ I y i h0S P"al would be a godsend to them and accordingly I am very 
anxious not to lose any of my staff or any more beds, that we might iTready. Am 

SS^S^Ki ♦!?;• year « ° ld ' flnlshed the "Hystericus Eider" by SaneGrey. 
./Ill start "Disputed Passage" tomorrow. The Sisters are planting lettuce. 

„♦ */!?\ l ? 2i I<mT l0adB of Hedl cal Stores taken. Worried over having to divide 
staff which is against the Geneva Treaty and hope it won't have to be?Ho visitors 
today, slow hours, wondering. Heading "Disputed Passage". In the evening many 
flashes seen over B a taan 6 Guard changed and tougher. Demanding that the gate be 
cleaned and mosquito nets issued. Guards have begun taking away the nets when 
change occurs every two or three days. 

Ar, * 6 w 6b ' 4 ? S ^ ie+ nisht 8JiA some heav ^ detonations in Bataan and Cavite prov- 
ince. Planes less and we wonder. Finished "Disputed Passage" by Lloyd DoufIps. 
Some linen received through fled Cross but very difficult with the present guard. 
Some soiled linen sent out. First for ten days, and corpsmen have been washing 
some uniforms and hospital linen with or,. «4vt..^ vs-hl.n*- „„^i nn „*.».,* ,^ ._ 
stalled in a bathroom. Ded linen is only changed^ once a week unless soiled "bef ore 
Vtl ° f . 4 cou f se nothing can be ironed but we feel it is not hindering the recovery 
02 tne patients. Very long hours with no news or communication with the outside 
world. 
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1942 7 Feb '42: lots of lights off totrard Corregidor last evening. The night uafl 
quiet. No city activity today or visitor*- and one wonders. Almost forgot there 
may be a USAF3. Ho visitors mean an undisturbed day and we are thankful. Sentries 
on the roof of LaSalle Collage today, what does it mean? The local Manila Tribune, 
a Japanese publication, is filled with their propaganda. America and England will 
Boon be annihilated, etc. 

8 Feb '42: A very quiet - Sunday. Capt. Uilterdink sand at church* No ruaore and 
a Ion/; day. Finished reading "There's One in Every Family" by Francis Eisenberg. 
Alao 0' Henry Prize Stories for 1940. 

9 Feb '42: No news or visitors, Just another long day. Not a single thing 
such as food or clothing cane past the guards. No understanding yet. They publish 
how well things are in other camps. 

10 Feb '42: More medical stores including cots taken. Left twelve at my 
urging, also the microscope ard the laboratory incubators. Chief machinist Gooding 
a patient, and Glick, a Phar„ K.-.ts, and Chaplain Brewster report a scandalous 
charge against Chap. Qui-uij itch one thoroughly interviewed and all is circum- 
stantial, with no proof whatever. ; ist another problem to worry about. 1 told them 
to keep still :nd 1 wsjlc; '.^dle the matter. I am not going to remove Chaplain 
<£iinn from his Chaplfain ducies aid emear his name without proof. A spelling match 
was held in the evening. A colorless performance. No applauding allowed by the 
guards. Vfe had a nice rain shower . 

11 Ffch <42: I had a long interview today with Chaplain 4ttinn As usual there 
are two sides to every story. No activity. Can't see why we cannot at least have ' 
some visits from the Bed Cross with welfare articles, but the answer is no. 

12 Feb '42: Lincoln's birthday but a queer one for us. Reading and walking 
is the only past-time. No visitors from Japanese officials for eight days. We 
just wait and hope. 

13 Feb '42J It is now Friday the 13th and should be a lucky day but absolutely 
quiet. Paper says Singapore has fallen and Adm„ Hart has resigned. Looks like a 
long stay here. Few planes in and out. No city activity can be noted. Just read 
and walk. Can't see why we can't have some Bed Cross supplies passed in the gate, 
but Not So we wait* Not as prisoners of war but as closely guarded internees. We 
are the only military Americans here and are too much, in t.he lime light. But there 
is nothing we can do. No appeal can be made as no responsible personnel visit us, 
not even a Japanese or Swiss consul, so with no phonee, we can only wait. The days 
are long. 

14 Feb '42: i'he vr.r is quiet but a queer Valentine Dny, If we could only send 
a message home. John 9 s r -.>. r'^e^th birthday* Paper says Singapore not yet fallen; 
has thirteen mile* to pc -• news r:f an objective for us. Sign rait uu at cate for 
ail passers to bow so ten*,./. Sevt -tf. Filipinos have bitten the dust. Hope it 
doesn't apply to us. Sentries courteous tolay. Glad to note that the U.S. and 
Japan have agreed to International treatment of all prisoners. 




m$&m 



2C8~*15i 15-J BIARY: CAPTAlH ROBRKT G, DAVIS, KG OSK i'age 11 

8 Dec 1941 7 a «pt 1945 

194? ' 15 Feb '42; After twelve days of wondering Lt» Comdr. Tanaka and Azuma cane 
and risked for the li<jt of recovered patients and nil ambulator;/-, needing only 
dispensary caxe f for proposed transfer to an unnamed location, alto doctors and 
ccrpsaen to care fox ';:>£•%> -'hay oxpect beds and supplies etc Why oh why don't 
they leave us alone., '■ :>rry no (M. k'escfc came the- Japanese Military Police to inspe^ 
Can't speak a word of '■nglish so no help with our gate and local problems. Hs*t 
eeeut Sergeant 14 Kakxi/t, director r,f Kavy patients. Very affable, forty-eight years 
old :;n<3 inspected all patients ajrl hospital equipment « Asked hin to. let us remain 
hare and he' said he ^rould confab further with the Military, but assured me any 
transferred staff would not leas -.heir iied Cross identity, and that i=ll Geneva 
provisions would be observed. lie said "we are all sons of God and Genellemea 1 ' „ 
What slush! Ha asked me to call on hin when peace was declared, after the Americans 
. surrendered, aaart a Japanese committee called asking about our morale. Said very 
heavy lighting in Bataan but after a few days plenty of food ships would be arrivi: 
in Manila and as soon as their trucks ratamed from Bataan they would bring us neec 
ed vegetables, frait and eggs. Thsy asked about slapping*? here and if we could get 
up basket and baseball games with them. They evsn asked me where KcArthur is. Hope 
they don't nova personnel but it is a terrific worry and can do nothing about it. 
Saw some flashes off toward Mariveles. 

16 Feb '42* I got lists ready of about .seventy patients for transfer as indi- 
cated yesterday* How who will sake up t- = j staff, Finished reeding M A Toast to 
Tomorrow" by Coles and "Simon L a sh" "Fa r^vatt Detective 13 Vy Frank Gruber. Fine cool 
dsy and all quiet* V/onder what the news rcay bs. Two :allitary inspection groups 
looking over the grounds. Evidently OX s s they asked no questions* Lt.Col.Kawakuma 
and a group of officers Inspected the hospital asking the usual questions. 

17 Feb '42s Selected Brokenshire, George, and hambert with r Janger t Dental 
Corps as group to accompany draft and they will list supplies and instruments to 
take with about forty coipsneti. Difficult assignment but all sho'.-sd a fine sense 
of duty* Japanese Anry Medical Officers inspected the hospital. No news and read 
and walked out the &£;> 

l'> Feb '42: Lt.Comdro kanaka . . -i with Azuma to get list of staff and patient 
for tra.--.fer. Total number abouv •' -'.g*y and all seemed satisfactory, './ouldn'fc say 
where but, suspect Can&cao. They wjl ranscript of all cases including the thirty 
transferred on the twenty- eighth of January,, Corpsmen glad to go for a change. 
Some patients worried.. Warrant Bfflce:? Gooding reported drank on Medical Alcohol,, 
He will be on a transfer listo Handicapped here without aid of military provisions 
Too little to do and too closely confined but no remedy* Coipsmea and a nurse 
getting infatuated, so the problems vai*yc 

13 Feb *42; lit* Comdr. Hatakamia here- with Assuca to ask for additional data 
en draft. Various military are inspecting at intervals,. They Lave instituted a 
patrol outside tho walls. Ho reason evident but we hear nothing of outside condi- 

all prisoners are receiving good care e Tut nothing special of our group. It's our 
greatest worry. Ssut notice of Cheever'i. death to Surgeon Capt. Kawata today askin 
hie to transfer It on to A&m. Harto I doubt *r\ccQER* 
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1943 20 Feb ! 42: Several Japanese sea planes over head* First of that type seen- 
Gentry tough, requiring officers to urcover and bow shouting "Japanese Soldier". 
'-Too bad we have to suffer such indemnities. City, very quiet and one wonders if 
this is a lull before the storm. Finished reading "Flight Surgeon" by Eodgers and 
Halland D Veiy poor and reflects Halland' s inability to write. Now reading 
"fi.MoPulhaiin" by Marquand. 

21 Feb »42i A fine day, but only good for sun baths for us. A sentry was 
treated for malaria and one had a tooth pulled but refuses any favor in return 
like getting any inspected oranges or bananas through the gate,, t£ueer reactions 
but expected. Worst inconsistency was shutting off the laundry when wire was put 
up and refusing any laundry to be sent out. Washing hospital and personal laundry 
in a bath room. Fine scheme but no appeal. Military refuse to have an officer here 
so we are in the whims of twenty-three old sentries. Some very friendly and vent 

to learn English while others are very mean and surly. This, the fifty-first of our 
internee, and we wonder how much more. All would be easy if we could only get them 
to broadcast a message home. Azuma and Tanaka got the list of patients this A„K. f 
and Baid the transfer would be Monday at ten A.M. It will reduce us ninety-one 
food rations. Several sea and land planes in and out but otherwise quiet. Have no 
idea about the war. Ho papers and no other communication with outside. At least a 
convict knows when he will get out. Started sun baths today adding to reading and 
walking. Ken and I walk two hours back and forth by our rooms. A few mangoes have 
been gotten off the trees in the enclosure. 

22 Feb *42: A fine Washington's Birthday by being threatened with severe 
punishment of shooting also the ward corpsmen and nurse in any ward where a patient 
escapes. The barber, a Filipino names Soraldo, an arthritis case to be transferred 
with the patients tomorrow evidently got scared and eluded the guard so I reported 
it at once and they sent for a It. Motoi, a fierce looking brute who had to have 
things explained through a ten year old Japanese who spoke Tagalog and to me 
through Adorodor, one of our mess attendants. The Lieutenant stated that the next 
case escaping, each patient on either side of the empty bed would also be executed, 
'./hen I asked for more sentries for the yard it was ignored and again I heard the 
full responsibility was mine, etc. I said if more food was available perhaps the 
prisoners wouldn't be escaping. As the Lieutenant softened a bit and prepared to 
leave, I asked for fruit to come through the gate and he at once assented, and was 
the first such privilege allowed so got eggs, oranges and bananas, being quite a 
change from being shot, but the above consumed two hours. About twenty planes over- 
head, landing in Manila about three P.M. Looks like some action in the offing. 
Great life with no information and living on conjectures- Sinished reading "H.M, 
Pullman, Bsquire" by Marquand. T^o bed checks by sentries at eight-thirty and 
nine-thirty P.H.„ with more careful guarding during the night. 

23 Feb *42i Breakfast at 0730 to get ready for the draft leaving at ten A.M. 
Azuma and Tanaka came at ten with a truck and a staff car in charge of a Lieutenant. 

so they couldn't have gone more than a few blocks. J.'flcers left in staff car, thus 
full respect was shown in the transfer. Some medical stor*s were taken by the Doc- 
tors Brokenshire, George, Lambert and tfanger t the dentist. The draft consisted of 
sixty-three patients, twenty-two corpsmen, and the four officers, or eighty-nine 
in all. I protested strongly to the Japanese medical of fibers about my treatment 
of yesterday, and hope they teep their promise to tell the Military how hospitals 
are run and that \ra should not be responsible for the duties of the sentries. 
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1942 Some fruit "through the gate today, lunch at noon and supper at five P.M., so our 

first day of three meals, but we go back on two meals a day tomorrow* Food holding . 
well and now hope they will leave us alone for a while, but they spoke of getting 
half of cur cooks end transferring the Mureec to S^nte loams. The remaining per- 
sonnel is now one hundred and ninety-five against the original three hundred and 
sixty plus a hundred and forty- three of Santa Scholr.stica personnels This will help 
our dwindling food supplies. Good sun baths today. Ken's fifty-second birthday. 
Maybe we can get a message broadcast to the U.S. soon. They said we could, bat w* 
have learned to put no faith In promises.. 

34 Feb '42: As expected, the escape of Soraldo has caused the guards to 
tighten up and lights have been placed about the buildings and grounds and all 
flood-lighted until some planes were heard flying over at 3s30 A.M., then all were 
suddenly turned out. Must have been American planes. Would like to see some as it 
appears to us none are in the islands. Only Japanese planes have been seen since 
Gavite and Sangley Point were destroyed unopposed. No visitors today and sentries 
very friendly and allowing fruit through the gate. One sentry through signs said 

Uar very bad, Japanese and American soldiers should shake hands and be brothers" . 
Some distant bombing today caused a sentry to cover his face and shake his head. 
An hour of sun bathing today. Back to two meals. Weigh exactly one hundred and 
ninety lbs today. 

25 Feb '42: quiet night and day. Only two Japanese planes seen. Japanese 
secret service in to investigate the escape of the barber last Sunday. Got a des- 
cription and wante* a picture which we don« t have. Seemed satisfied that we had 
reported it promptly to Japanese authorities. Plenty of f ruit . and eggs through the 

ftusttdw gate today even with a changed guard. Also «ot a dozen chickens and will htfld up 
mm a full meal Sunday out of the welfare fund. The Japs haven't spent a cent on us yet 

and hope they don't break up the hospital we have left as we may be able to lend a 
hand if the tide turns soon. Getting hot but a good breeze today. Hope for a change 
of routine ere long. 

26 Feb '42 i All quiet. One plane vent over at high altitude during the night. 
J»ev guard refuses food through the gate. Still under whims of Bentries. Military 
officer inspected at noon. Ho iinglish spoken but very polite and thus the day passed 
with only hopeful conjectures. Vfonder what President Roosevelt said in his speech 
two days ago. AH radios on short wave taken up in the city. JUvidently news not to 
be heard by the natives who are being educated to the "New Order In East Asia." 
jome acts not Yery convincing. 

27 Feb "43* All quiet today* but many Japanese troops and equipment with 
cavatry went south on Taft Ave. lh visitors. Hope they let us alone and don't 
break up what we have left. Heading the « Oregon Trail", sun bathing and walking 
make up the day. Tomorrow is the last of February and fifty-eight days under guard. 
Marked f r5 sndliness of guards. Me- be a reason, anyway we conjecture. 

28 Feb »42s Many Military Japanese planes in and out to the north. Looks like 
some activity in Pampanga. Committee of Bed Cross, Filipinos called with Dr. Ishi- 
raota, of the Japanese Army and Dr. LaRosa, a Filipino civilian, and left some candy 
ana cigarettes for "Prisoners of War". Vender if a reflection from Geneva. Azuma 
and Tanaka called to check up on the number of patients. Asked if the nurses wanted 
to go to Santo Toaas. I said No, and they said OK, but the Army nay say differently. 
Clear day, good breeze and reading the Pr! soner of Kenda. 
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*1942 1 Mar '42: Thirty years service at midnight last night. Can't quite retire 

at this stage on thirty years. Blackouts each night by Japanese sentries, espec- 
MAR ially marked v. round the officers and nurses ouarters. Consistency questioned when 
parts of the hospital find grounds are not effected. Japanese Army Lieutenant here 
today saying our wire fence sagged and not high enough and told us to add more 
wire and posts, seemed surprised when ire asked where the material was to cone 
from. Doubt if we hear any more about it. Few planes over today. 

2 liar '42: We feel our conjectures have nerit. Scattering planes in and out. 
Promised a paper today by Officer of the Guard, but it didn't inaterialize. Azuma 
in and asked for all nurses to go to Santo Tomas where they are needed. Asked to 
keep one half. Yet to be decided. Also wants two or three doctors and twenty-two 
corpsmen to be transferred to Brokenshire as much work there he says. Will know 
more in- a few days. Hope we can keep a nucleus of a hospital here as feel It will 
be needed soon. They also looked over our remaining medical supplies. Thank 
goodness they have left our food supply alone so far. We are doing better with 
fruit, we can now buy at intervals through the gate. So far the Japanese haven't 
spent a ceatavo on us. Now have sixty-five patients of our original one hundred 
and thirty. A n evening and morning check of personnel with report signed by me to 
the sentry at eight P.U, and seven thirty A.M. Sentries accompany the Officer of 
the Day on muster and usually come into my room to see the report Bigned. Some 
grin and say OK and good night. 

3 Mar '42; Fuji moon last night but all quiet. Waves of Japanese planes in 
over the city from the south at tea thirty this A.M. Counted sixty-four in all. 
Two twin-engine bombers and rest pursuit bombers. After flying north for ten 
minutes they all returned and in some confusion landed at Murphy, Heilson and 
Nichols fields. Must be something doing around abouts but we can only conjecture 
and wonder. Hew guard with no food allowed through the gate but they may loosen 
up. We bought five bags of rice today as all of our potatoes are gone. Bice cost 
sixty pesos of our dwindling funds. 

4 War '42: Ho action last night and only a few patrol planes about today. 
Azuma called for Medical Supply inventory and list of recovered patients. Older 
gua-rd on today and at first denied food through the gate, but rescinded the order 
later when we got Azuraa to explain. Lt. Kano of the Japanese Intelligence Service 
called and was very glad to see him as he speaks perfect Unglish and was the one 
who called on January fifth and advised I write the first letter that has been 
used with many copies and explains who we -rere from the first. He is in charge of 
the Radio Broadcasting Service and will call for me tomorrow at three to go to the 
studio. What a thrill to get out of the gate and see some of the city. Lyle and 
Ken can go with me. Also all the personnel can submit messages for the air. Do 
hope they get through. Dr. Lambert came from the concentration camp at l'asay 
"lilenentary School with a patient for X-Bay of an injured arm from boxing. Says 
they get three meals of rice and vegetables, sleep on mattress on the floor, and 

■.l,-"- ; -»-v» ▼. . — , — .,-- jrt ... _ _ „i_ ,„* -p- -,■.,-„ ~.^, j -^„+« on**- ti-,irp thMr Vi * 1 ' 1 nVi»v*»r) 

and are sent out daily on working parties in the city. Will collect messages from 
•personnel here and take to the studio with us tomorrow. 
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~ saw r&^jr^r r 3g£ SSa-Sa- 

tiL oat in eirty-three da*.. City very little disturbed except along thePa.^ 

<+ /o -fp«»i an offensive is due soon, in tnis area bo we anew.* "^^ « ^^ 

Th; BrapdcLr^ recorded today is as follows: It was in the tone pleasing to the 
Japirse pTopaS^ for the purpose of insuring its being put on the air. 

BENGASI "This is/So'erfo. Davis. Medical ^^^J^^^JS^Sm 

Officer of the Canacao Naval Hospital and Medical Supply ^*- *g"™ "desire 
OH Manila and vhosa home address is 837 Haskell ^^'^^f ' f ^vlng court! 

THE to inform all Of relatives jjlftj* JJ* - are all £^£'£'2 ^te 
»ia #mis treatment from the Japanese AutnoriXj.es c "iwi mc « __„- 

** Navy Sd on December tenth and the expected bombing of the W<* *oin t areas 

th7hospital was moved to the Philippine Union College in Balintawak. » ™f° J* 
R^r^aZber twenty-sixth the hospital was again -^^^ f^of 
College where more spacious accommodations were available upon the evacuation 
tlie Army Medical Department. 

,-JKWMM S^i«S SSL 

reached full recovery. The Santa Scholastic* ^j^*^™ ^^ s U f r recre ati 
wards and living accommodations and the grounds sufficiently spacious 
such as croquet, volley-ball, basket-ball, etc. 

Hftrr chief worry during our period of internment has beentheab ™»* £^"" 

nnd the inabUity to communicate our welfare with relatives at home, Uw»«*jre, 

Sartln and Chief Haras. Kiss Cobb. Ihl. 1* Captain Robert 0. Bari.. Medical 
U?S.toy. .peaking from Uarll*. B»t «rt.he. ead Greeting, to all. 
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1942 6 Mar '42: No activity today. Azuma and kanaka brought Wells back from the 
Philippine General Hospital where he has been for two months for X-ray treatment 
for epithelioma of the lip. He reports good care and fair food. Azuma said Surgeon 
Ca^t. Wawata had noticed I omitted mentioning the Navy in my broadcasts Explained 
that I included them in my mention of the Military and hadn't used the word Army. 
They said they wanted more broadcasts later so guess they likeei it.Only hope they 
get through to the United States. No planned disturbance of more personnel for the 
present o Finished reading "Rupert of Hentzau" sequel to "Prisoner of Zenda". 

7 Mar '42: All quiet today but Asuma and Tanaka came and eaid the Army had 
ordered all nurses to be transferred to Santo Tomas at two P.M. tomorrow as need 
was greater there than here due to a lot of QU and Obstetrical cases. Asked to 
keep chief nurse. Miss Laura Cobb as supervisor here and will be informed by tea 
tomorrow. After expecting to be let alone for a while this surprise comes but we 
can get along. They said 30,000 rounds of machine gun bullets had been unearthed 
at Canacao so explained they were not put there by the medical personnel but that 
the Military forces had occupied the grounds after we left. Their evacuation mast 
have been rapid. We spend our days watching the Sisters' newly made garden grow 
and the rapid leafing out of the mahogany trees almost the day after the old leaves 
have fallen. Our wire fence has been renewed eo now we have eight strands and 
seven feet high. No concern to us. 

8 Mar '42 j Three months ago today since the war began, seems a year. Several 
Military Committees here today looking over security. We must be important. No 
activity to help any conjectures. The twelve nurses left as scheduled after the 
usual examination of their personal effects. Miss Cobb was not permitted to remain, 
but she chose to go anyway. Our total number is now one hundred-eighty three from 
our original three hundred and thirty. Wonder when the rest of us will be trans- 
ferred and where. Always a feeling of uncertainty day to day. 

9 Majr '42: A long and blue Monday with no reports, news or conjectures. Local 
paper says N.J3.I. wants to surrender and the newa as always when we see a paper 
indicates through their propaganda that the war is about over if the Americans 
would surrender. It would be a joy to see an American plane. Haven't seen a single 
one around here. Scattering Japanese planes in and out, Reading "Captain Paul" by 
Elisberg. Oh for some news. ' Japanese took the rest of our medical stores in seven 
loads. Took the new Iron Lung that cost twelve hundred dollars just before the war. 
They can't use it so it seems a real act of plunder, but that's that. We have 
enough supplies to last a month, and after that what? They wanter sugar but we 

got them to let our food alone for the present. Maybe we should start feasting 
on three meals per day. It's tough to be behind the eight ball. 

10 Mar '42: Lt. Yoshida, Southern Manila Defense Officer, spent the morning 
inspecting twenty-seven pieces of baggage left here by Medical Officers who are 
on detached duty. He took several cameras, some film, swords, etc. Later in the 
day he brought mos»t of it bpck- No acnanntinf for ttrr.p. tbi^s- No n^t-m of air 
activity. Thus we wait. 

11 Mar '42: Comdr. Tsurumi, in charge of Santo Tomas with Dr. Leach and Mr. 
Wolfe of the Red Cross who are internees there came here this AM, looking for space 
for two or three hundred patients from Santa Tomas that need hospitalization, Doth 
men and women. Space enough and we would be glad to have some work if they can get 
some beds, medical supplies and food. Also arrange for laundry. It would insure our 
security here as we have felt since our nurses left that they plan.' ■ to move all of 
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1942 us sooner or later. They say we are too comfortable and etc. No need for nurses at 
Santo Tomas and they would come bad: with the patients. No telling from day to day 
what the Oriental mind plans. Plan will surprise both the Military and the Navy 
and no telling the decision. Doubt if it materializes but hope so. No conjectures 
today so we wait. V/as glad to flee the swords and cameras come back last even by 
Lt. Otpjiy. (.nxards are very suspicious that we are getting food from the Sisters. 
They have been increased in number and last night were searching the trees with 
searchlights, w'onder what for. The fence now has eight strands of wire and the 
guards are older men and very alert but courteous. Bought chickens through the gate 
for dinner tonight but two meals were demanded by the guards so our one at a cost 
of sixty pesos. It's a strange feeling to live from day to day with the outside 
world cut off and uncertain what to expect. Nov; have sixty three patients with 
eighty corpsmen. Japanese speak of removing the overhead but here no cost to the 
Japanese,, 

12 liar '42s Nothing of interest today. Our seventieth day under the bayonet. 
Azuma and Tanaka called asking for a list of remaining patients, Kate and diagnosis 
by groups also intelligence outline of each one as to education, length of service 
etc. Said I should have ons^Slso so the Military would give deference accorded in 
the future etc. Whatever tl^at means, who knows? More evidence of an honorable code 
than formerly, particularly in the returning of the officers* swords a few days ago. 
Finished reading "Captain Paul" by Ellsberg, an excellent story of John Paul Jones, 
Also finished "Oregon Trail". 

13 Mar '42: t£uiet day. Some machine hunning nearby last evening. No planes 
heard. Hours long, ileal lull. 

14 Mar '42: No change in routine, Padre Suitbert of the church, watering the 
garden near by my sunbath etc. He signalled that he had no news to give us. 
Finished "0 Pioneer" by Gather. Started the "Crises" by Churchill. Got peanuts and 
bananas today. Cabbage for salad. These of course purchased through the gate with 
our funds. 

15 Mar *42i Ides of March and quiet until evening when heavy gun fire was 
heard toward Corregidor for half an hour. Azume and Tanaka came for classification 
lists of patients and Staff. No word of my broadcast of the fifth going through,, 

Do hope It reached the States via Tokyo. No decision yet about Santo Tomas Patients, 
doubt if they ever decide as it will require food, beds, and laundry, also Nurses 
returning. Feel as if we might see some action ere long? Guards throwing food on 
lobby floor about their table. Mahogany trees are leafed and the Sisters are using 
their new garden vegetables planted a month ago. The usual evening singing by the 
Sisters in the growing gardens. They sing walking about e one half hour each Sunday 
evening accompanied by a violin. Their singing is remarkable and most pleasant for 
Sll of us, of the other side of the wire fence. 

16 Mar '42; A blank day with the usual camp routine. 

17 Mar '42; St. Patrick's Day and the 99th day of the war. Nothing to report 

nationality. Many conjectures lor part time. 

18 Mar '42: 100th day and ranch wanner. A problem to get out of Khaki with no 
laundry facilities. Finished reading "Emperor Brims" by Sass. An Indian Carolina 
story. Nothing of interest today. Lownan versus Cross regarding loyalty. 
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1942 19 Mar '42: Some activity laat night north and south. Searchlights In Bataan, 

Corregidor and around Cavite and many flashed in San Fernando Valley. Plane activity 
that way this evening and fewer returned. Azuma and Tanaka here today to check 
patients from lists given last Sunday. No information and nothing on Santo Tomas 
Patients. Do hope ray "broadcast went through but no information regarding same. 
Maybe we won't be here long. Who knows. Finished Mary Roberts Rinehart's "Hiss 
Pinker ton". 

20 Mar '42: Few flashes north of the city and Bataan last evening. Few planes 
north this A.M. One at very high altitude. Call this PM from three Army Medical 
Officers to inspect the hospital • Suspect regarding Santo Tomas Patients hut as 
usual no Information given- Named Lt. Hasegawa, Maj. Sekiguchi and Capt. Omori. 
Said we would he astonished at Japanese successes and America was the sole cause 
of the war as Japan did everything possible to avoid it etc. Thought of several 
retorts but not diplomatic at this time so looked astonished. 

21 Mar '42: Surprise visit from Azuma and Tanaka which explained the check of 
patients two days ago. Army, they said, ordered thirty-six patients and two Doctors 
and eleven corpsmen with a dentist to be moved at 2 PM on the twenty-third. Takes 
all the well officers and our mess attendants which we will greatly miss. I asked 
if they were going to close out this place and move us all and they said No. "Tou 
regaining will be here as long as you are here" Very clear. They said Santo Tomas 
patients were not yet decided upon but one of the guards said they would come in 

a few days so maybe they are clearing beds for them. It will produce problems for 
us, but it will insure us some security here, maybe. They said they didn't know 
where our patients, making a draft of fifty, were to go, yet they said all was 
in readiness and no medical supplies would be needed. A sample of our lack of in- 
formation. Will send Brickson, Kline and Smith. 

22 Mar '42 J Arrived in Manila six months ago today and what a period it has 
been. Our 80th day as Internees and a long time. How much longer v/e wonder. Aside 
from frequent annoyances and daily uncertainty we have fared fairly well. Heavy 
bombing south last evening but we see no encouragement in plane activity. Wonder 
if any American planes axe in Luzon. Long hours of almost despair at times. Tanks 
rolling south on Taft Avenue today. Paper says Admiral Rockwell is in Australia 
with General McArthur. Think I am the oldest in years of all the Navy in the Islands 
We pray for a change in situation soon. Greatest worry Is the inability to get a 
message home. Manila is frozen throughout. Finished reading "The Cobra Candle 
Stick" by Barker. 

23 Mar *42; The draft left at 4 PM after a thorough inspection. V/e expected 
tlie hour at four PM„ bat word was sent that it would be three. But we didn't get 
it so all personnel waited for one hour and forty-five minutes. New order* to us 
now require each officer to wear a small Japanese character over right shirt pocket 
to show us as officers. They say our collar devices are too difficult etc. also we 
---- " , *-c — J; -* "irht *** *c~ ™" , tc"- S^rns zc* too' 1 .^™™ , f T •^> ,T, *"-h* Filipinos and 
Officers as they left. Total draft fifty, now leaving us twenty-four patients and 
reducing our total from 183 to 133. Paper this AM says Quezon bas died in Hollo 
from pulmonary hemorrhage. Doubt it. Little air activity today so no ideas of the 
progress of the war. Expect we may be here another six weeks but we may be moved 
any day so Inaccurate is our information. 

24 Mar '42: Practically a blank day» Very high flying planeB passed over to the 
South. All Japanese at Heilson Field ImnedLately took off and soon returned. 
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1942 25 iiar '42: Several sections of Japanese planes took off toward Bataan In the 
morning. Azuraa and kanaka here this PH and asked for transcripts on remaining 
patients and an inventory of property not belonging to the school,, I asked the 
direct question if we were to be moved in toto and when. They said "The American 
Staff would remain here as long aa possible, which looks like we would receive 
patients from Santo Toraas." I asked when and they said "Not yet decided," so we 
continue along guessing. Another squadron of very high flying planes over to the 
souths Hot visible and looks to be American planes. 

26 Mar '42: Finished "Tory O a th" by Pridgen. Committee of the Sisters accom- 
panied by a guard came this morning to assist In the inventory of property belong- 
ing to them, but the guards waved them away. Azuma called this evening to say a 
misunderstanding, so sorry and ect. But only an example of not informing the guards 
properly in advance. We have a larger and more aff latent guard now with smaller 
personnel present. Hard to get the reasoning, but all the same to us. The inventory 
will start tomorrow. Several groups of very" high flying planes over today. Correg- 
Idor Is receiving heavy day and night bombing and it seems to be an all-out to 
capture it and Bataan. The bombers all come from Nichols Field heavily loaded with 
bombs and pass low over our hospital roof under no opposition, proceeding to their 
objective,, tfe note that it is Just eleven ruinates from the time they pass over 

us until we can see the bombs exploding on Corregldor. A long day with no news or 
other communications. Oh, for some mail and a message from home. Or a message to 
home. Heading Twain's "Innocents Abroad 11 , Headers Digest, three years old, and a 
year old Saturday Evening Post make up lighter reading. Eighty-four days in one 
enclosure is a long-time and how much more no one knows, but we are comfortable 
and food is holding out. Spend five-hundred pesos per month for eggs, chickens and 
fruit. The Japanese haven't inquired or offered ua a centavo worth of food, but 
our welfare fund saves the day. 

27 Mar '42; The Sisters started their inventory, Lambert called with an inter- 
preter to ask for needed supplies. Conditions not so \;ood in their camp. Sleeping 
on the floor, some without mattresses. Can't give awa; any of our supplies without 
the permission of the Japanese Navy, but will acquaint them with the facts when 
they call. More bombing on Corregldor. One of the sentrVes thinks the war will last 
ten years, as it will be hard to finish up with Hawaii, \tc. I said I was afraid 

to be on the grounds after dark and he said, "Do not be afraid, as the enemy is not 
near". Who is the enemy? In a few weeks we may know. Head ''Murder of Cecily Thane, " 
by Ashbrook today o Started "Bleakhouse" by Dickens, 

28 Mar '42: Repeated bombing of Corregldor. This Is bectvlng a daily and 
almost constant procedure. 

29 Mar '42: Palm Sunday and some activity toward Corregldor *uid Bataan. 
Getting warm, temperature 90 today. Dread any separation from eltvtric fan, as the 
room is very warm through the day and night. Thankful for a bed aal fair food. Will 
never object again to canned milk, and it is good with half water, "hitter is missed 
wue i-u^y, iire&ltfiiat today cuiiaisitea ul tiaked ueans and ovaxilne. Ma* t^et some 
chickens next week with the welfare fund. Would like some ice cream, Y\t none is 
available. Have peanuts and bananas In the room, which I was able to j-r.rchase 
through the gate. 

30 Mar *42: Sailed from Frisco seven months ago today, and it seems " L ike seven 
years, 'fhat does the next seven months offer? Usual bombing activity towa.x". Bataan 
today. Humors, half truths. Conjectures, insecurities with no conmunicatlc ,\ with 
the world make- in a bizarre exper : ce, Thankful for health, bed and food* 
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1942 31 Mar *42: End of the third month, 89 days under the bayonet. Less air 

activity today and not so much bombing aspects. Head "tfeat of Barter River" by 
Case. Fantastic Alaska story. Finished "Their Own Country", by Kobart. Excellent 
Midi/astern story. Read "The Energy Sighted", by Hudson. Kahaogany trees all leafed 
out and the Sisters' garden of Pechi being gathered. Corn is sickly in the heat. 

APR 1 Apr '42: Just another day,, the 90th. Temperature 97. 

2 Apr '42: No change, full moon last night. Inventory finished. Reading 
Mary Roberta Rinehart's "The Album". 

3 Apr "42: Several nine-plane formations about 20^000 feet pouring In on 
Bataan and Corregidor areas. We have not seen one bit of offensive from American 
forces since war began. With no news or radio it's a hard estimate, so we wait and 
wonder. No messenger for the property inventory yet. Finished "The Album". 

4 Apr '42: Not so much concentrated bombing activity toward Bataan today. 
Azuma and 1'anaka celled for some supplies for Fasay School camp and said they would 
investigate Lambert's report of no care for our transferred patients. Arthrities 
sleeping on the floor and no diets for the diabetics, etc. No word of our moving, 
so hope It's a closed incident for the present o Any move will be down hill. 

5 Apr '42: A strange Easter Sunday and homesickness magnified. Special dinner 
arranged today at five FM, with fried chicken and ice cream special order through 
the welfare fund. Cur first Ice cream. Very warm. Good Easter Bermon by Chaplain 
Brewster. Yery little flying today, but formation bombers started something toaard 
Bataan at four PM, Wonder when conditions will change. It*s been a long time here, 
94 days. Reading* "Arrowsralth" after many years. Finished "The Mystery of the Purple 
Onion," by Ashbrook, not very heavy, but a diversion these days. It would be easier 
If I only knew my broadcast of March 5th got through. An exchange of messages home 
wotild ease things for all of us but war does not disclose anything to us but Japan- 
ese victories through an occasional local paper, and scurrilous things about the 
Americans. 

6 Apr '43: The Japanese Pharm. Haraota called to say that tomorrow they would 
come for a part of the property inventoried starting with the dental unit, B-ray 
and laboratory, also surgery. I protested the things that would wreck us so they 
said a part of each would be left for the present. Another case of harassing, but 
thus it goes and poor old Canacao is about all gone. We asked for a conference with 
Azuma and Tanaka, but doubt their response. Dull and uneventful day. 

7 Apr '42: Phar. Haraota with two trucks arrived at nine All to haul away our 
property. No response from medical officers as expected, so they loaded equipment 
from the store room. Part of surgery and the laboratory. Got my teeth looked over 
before losing the dental unit and cleaning! five were filled, so now can carry on 
for a while away from a dental unit. Great life, but hope we can be left here, 
iinisued rea/tiiag 'Airroi-*3JuitJV* ( oy ^-aviSo 

Apr '42: Active bombing over Bataan. Not all planes return. High flying over 
Manila at two All, but no action heard. Feel good news Is In the offigg, but we can 
only conjecture and wait.- Evening lauster changed from 7PM instead of 8 PH. We all 
muster in the lobby each AM at 8 and each officer wears a chop mark on shirt to 
distinguish us to the guards. Few who speak a little English spy they are very 
homesick. Temperature around 95 to 98 as we approach -" • hot season. Rainy season 
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1942 starts about June -first. Sisters are replanting their garden in harvested Fechi 
beds. Passing Filipinos display Victory signs with their fingers. 

9 Apr '42: Wakened at one All with a heavy earthquake lasting nearly a minute. 
Thought it was bombing or heavy gun fire. Tremors again at luo AH and four All, 
nine AM and two PH. Active firing at Corregidor all last night. High bombing over 
Bat ran today. Finished reading "The Harvester" by Porter* 

10 Apr '42: Ominous news this All. They say Bataan has fallen and little vronder 
from the pounding it has been taking with no apparent opposition. Can it be pos- 
sible that Corregidor must also be taken with no help? All we see is a one-sided 
conflict but more is under way down Australia way. 'feat is the future of the 
Philippines, and where do we go from here? 

11 Apr '42: Our 100th day under guard. VJhat does the next 100 days hold for 
us? Little air activity now and the hours are long with no certain news. Pour 
months now with no certain news. Pour months now without nail or any information, 
so the days pass in the same monotonous routine. Read "Countess to Boot*' by lams. 
An a; using story, 

12 Apr '42: Surprise bombing of Nichols Field at 10:00 this morning. Six bombs 
dropped in rapid succession, but the planes too high to see. Hangars set afire. 
High patrolling this PM over Nielson Field, but no action; but American planes must 
be near and disturbing to Japanese. Mass Japanese bombing on Corregidor this AM. 
Finished reading the "Mandrake Boot" by Marie Ostenso. Excellent story of the 
Midwest, Started "Raleigh 1 s> £den". 

13 Apr '42: Sporadic Japanese flying. They say Bataan has fallen, yet terrific 
bombing was noted last night toward Olongapo. Guards over cautious that we don't 
get any news. 

14 Apr '42: Few planes out today. We continue to wait and wonder. Usual routint 
of walking and reading. Temperature around 97 each day. Hot as hot as Pensacola, 
Sun baths one hour each day, and am obtaining a good tan, 

15 Apr '42: Temperature 98, no air activity, and little interest in this sec- 
tor. Finished reading "Raleigh's i^den" by Fletcher. Excellent Carolina Revolution 

story. 

16 Apr '42: Ho activity today. Temperature 99 3o the hoi season is on, Finishe< 
"The Crossing" by Churchill. Haven't had a visit from the Japanese Navy for two 
weeks. Guess they have milked us dry and I hope we are not moved. Food is holding 
out with economy of two meals per day and spending 500 pesos per month from the 
velfare and personal purchases through the gate each morning. Nothing doing here. 

17 Apr '42: Nothing doing here except the temperature going up to 101.5. 
n-~i sr im* ni-h* .. F1»»«3>ied ,nT ' x * ™ A thr>nt P*»rn ." by Mwwmrits Allis. An early- 
history of Vermont. 

18 Apr '42: (-iuiet day. Very little plane activity. Corporal at the evening 
muster was irritated over officers and slapped Dr. Morgan because he didn't have 

his shirt on. Although wo had bepii informed by Lt. Yoshida t]iat evening muster 
could be inform.!, Another instance of our 'being under the -whim of an enlisted 
aentry. He car:- itorroing through on""* .carters at nine PM Baying we had %o iiavfc 
our lights out, etc, 
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1942 19 Apr '42: Corporal cooled off this AM and is very courteous. Axe fell when Azura 
and Tanaka come at nine and said this place was to be closed and we were to be 
moved the twenty-fourth, but we could take all of our personal belongings. Refused 
to say where we were to go, but it v/ould be in a suburb of Manila. Will go as the 
present unit and may be we will get some additional patients. They say they have 
fifty-thousand prisoners in Bat&an. Wonder if Manila Is to be made an open city to 
save Bokyo. Packing all day and property will be taken by Japanese tomorrow. Hate 
to lose Scholastica comforts. Sent Poussa (the Cat) across to a nice native family 
where she will be wared for. This family living Just across the street name is 
Aquino and has been very kind to us, signalling us news when opportunity offen3»d 
and occasionally sending us in some special food. Oh humi what next! Corregidor 
has been heavily bombed today so what does it all mean. Local paper says Hull, 
S time on and Knox are to leave the Cabinet. 

20 Apr '42: A2uma and Tanaka called to see that all was ready to transfer the 
rest of the property and see If we had. any questions. G-ot permission to take one 
refrigerator and some biologicals. They say they have 60,000 prisoners in Bataan, 
but Corregidor is still holding. Ho news where we are going, but It's a relief to 
be able to take our effects, beds, etc., so we will have some comforts. 

21 Apr '42s Japanese hauling away final dregs of Canacao. We are about paeked 
up for the twenty-fourth. Three meals today and will take ten days supply of food 
and drugs to last until the Japanese army gets us organisedc We pass from the Navy 
jurisdiction after moving. 

22 Apr '42: Packing continued for moving and Japanese hauling away remaining 
property. Finished reading "queed" by Harrison. Quite good after many years. 

23 Apr '42: Azuma and Tanaka here saying part of us go tomorrow and the rest 
in a few days. Guess they want a party to get the place ready. Will send half of 
Medical Officers, fifty corpsraen, cooks and etc, making 72 in all. No word of where 
we are going but to be an Independent unit as an out patient department. Will not 
receive patients, but will go around to visit the sick. An out patient idea. 
Don't think we will go to Pasay, but maybe out Elzal Extension. Each day a surprise^ 
It would be grand to see a speck of mall after four and a halfn months. A message 
from home would do, but It is not to be in war time. Draft will be inspected at nine 
tomorrow and leave at one PM. 

24 Apr '42: Full AM of baggage inspection by Japanese Navy officers, also in- 
specting their rooms. Confiscated flash lights, binoculars, batteries, helmets and 
gas masks. Cigarettes were excluded In excess of 500 and 100 cigars. Departure of 
draft of 72 began at one PH. Officers allowed to take beds, but thick nattresses 
refused as they appeared better than the Japanese used so was able to compromise 
with the thin mattresses. All chairs left and only sugar and flour allowed out of 
the ten days rations. Golt clubs might be used as weapons so all were taken to the 
Manila Sanitarium where the Japanese say they have established a Naval Hospital, 
anu way i. v « retumuu aiter trie war. w'e are moving to 'Ciie iasay elementary ochooi., 
formerly used by our recovered patients. We hear they have been moved to Bilibid 
and we will have the school as a hospital center. The rest of us will be trans- 
ferred in a few days, and while not as comfortable as here hope to be fairly well 
off. Electric fans not allowed, but such is war. 
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1942 25 Apr '42: No action today.. A Major called looking over electrical outlets 
and discussing his opinion of Americans for bombing hospital ships, etc. Lonesome 
without draft that left yesterday. Told to get ready all property we do not need 
before our transfer. 

26 Apr '42: Busy piling food and other material in lobby Japanese came at 
ten Find began loading,, Told us to keep ten days food, but we expect them sooner,. 
Hard to know why we are left a few days after knowing or expecting to Join the 
rest at Pasay. This is a quiet war sector these days. Here at Scholastlca, four 
months today, and our 115 days under guard. Finished reading "Cabbages and Kings" 
by Henry, forty-fifth book here. All thick mattresses gone and slept on thin 
one last night <■ 

27-30 Apr *42j Just waiting, no word on moving as any move will be bad. 
Finished "Walking the Whirlwind" by Bridget Knight and "This Above All" by Eric 
^tey)§ : -- Knight. Yesterday was the Emperor's birthday, and all Manila including the calesas 
were decorated with the Japanese flag. Sailed from San Francisco eight months ago 
today. 

MAY ],„4 May '42: SFo action regarding our move with no one calling. Will have to 
ask for food soon as they hauled all away except for ten days supply. Hot once 
have they ever asked us how our food was holding out or if we needed anything. 
It's been all out and nothing in so far* Good thing we left medical stores at 
Balintawak the last few days and concentrated on hauling In food. Some few r«T^ 
high flying planes seen today. Corregidor still stands. Visitors allowed today 
at front gate. 



m 



6 May '42: No change. Poor old Corregidor is surely getting Ito 

7 May '42; Corregidor falls. My feelings to a new low. We are informed today 
that we move to Pasay on the 9th except the eight tubercular patients who stay 
here a week with Dr. Silliphant, Pfeiffer, two cooka and three corpsmen and after 
the patients go to a civilian hospital the rest of the personnel will Join uso 

So they say. Miss Adams and Padre Daugherty transferred to Santo Tomas. Wonder 
where the ten thousand from Corregidor will be quartered. 

8 May '42: Inspection of all baggage by the Japanese Warrant Officers who could 
not speak English. Concentrated on all of my golf balls, tees and golf sticks,. Those 
of others not taken except clubs. 

PASAY 9 !1 ay s 42: Moved to Pasay Elementary School, known as the Japanese Accommodat- 
ing Place. Over three hundred present with one hundred sick with Malaria, Dengue 
and i*eri Beri, ifciite a skid from Scholastica with open kitchen, two toilets and 
one shower. Corpsmen doing the cooking over pits In the ground. Same food three 
times per day, namely soup and rice. Very bad if couldn't get other food purchased 
from the outside. All sleeping on the floor, but captains were allowed beds for the 

r**»«f7«iTi+ TJo4-»»#] *-*rtt.wi T .**-v, ^^^^,.-1^- — *-,» 

11 May "42; Second day in Pasay and got fine sleep last night. Lights out at 
nine Pii, but very noisy and hot,, but have a fan so far. Lyle and Ken alBo allowed 
tc bring their fans, but they were taken away yesterday as they said only one fan 
in a room could be allowed. We brought over an ice box to save biologicals but the 
guards took it for their rooms so we '< aried the vaccines in the ground to somewhat 
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1942 reduce the temperature. Very limited drugs and 126 sick, 76 on the convalescent 
list. Many prisoners here from Bataan mostly Filipinos sick with Malaria, dengue 
and Beri Beri. No beds, so all patients are on the floor in school rooms.. Y/e expect 
to lose our beds as they are the subject of a great deal of talk, that Is the ones 
allowed we Captains,, We must not be too comfortable,. Food is only rice and soup 
served three tines a day, but at present we can buy through a Japanese from the 
open market. The camp now has over three hundred in space for two hundred, in 
eighteen school rooms,. Open pit galley in yard must be elevated and covered before 
the rainy season starts in June, but rumor says today that we will be moved. Schools 
start June first so with the two reasons we expect to move and maybe to Fort McXin- 
ley as a large working party is there now cleaning up the place for someone.. We 
"medical" are not exempt from the status of war prisoners, but are respected 
somewhat » All of our rooms have the following rules! 

"PROVISIONS OBSERVED BY THE PRISONERS" 

1. Prisoners are strictly requested to be obedient and quiet under the in- 
structions of the guards and officials concerned* 

2. Be as punctual as the clock* No entrance or exits to any other place than 
the appointed one. 

3o All communication, with the outside whatever the means shall be prohibited 
strictly. Reading books and magazines, etc e shall be prohibited until the special 
permission will be given. 

4. The head of the room must be responsible for keeping the room clean and in 
good order and for taking the precautions against fire. 

5. The head of the room immediately report the guards to that effect when he 
finds something amiss with members of the room, and in such a case he cannot shirk 

■.$$$# hl8 responsibility upon it. 

6. If there any patient among you report him at once to the official concern 
to the head of the room 

7. Smoking shall be permitted only at the place furnished with ash pans. 

8. Any arrangement in and outside of this prisoners quarters shall never be 
changed unless special orders or permission to be given from the Nippon Army* 

Any offender of the said provisions shall be punished Beverly according to the 
provisions of Martial Law. 

Solas of the Camp 

1. Obey the orders of the Imperial Japanese Army. 

2. Do not try to escape from this place 

3. Be gentle and work hard. 

4. Never dispute with each other. 

5. Never try to rob anything from each other. 

The captured men should be always thankful for the great mercy of the Emperor 
Oi vapan and obey strictly the above articles. Signed/ 

THIS HEAD MASTER OF THE JAPANESE ACCOMODATION PLACE 
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1942 12 May '42: Getting some what used to the camp routine but a far cry from 
any convenience. All muster at 7 AM, 1 PM and 7 PH. All steads count off in. 
Japanese, Sach prisoner is reauired to be able to count to one hundred In Japanese. 
From one to ten is as follows, Ichi, ni, flan, si, go, rocue. cichi, hachi, ku, ju. 
Eleven is ju ichi etc and twenty is ni ju and tv/enty on^ is niju ichi etc. I have 
been informed by Capt, Kusonoto the commanding officer rl this area that I will 
be the medical director and have charge of all the medi ine in this camp. Capt. 
Alejandro, a Filipino, will be the director of the carni All communication with 
the Japanese must be through the camp commander Capt. Alejandro. They don't want 
any of our food showing in our rooms during inspections although they know and 
approve of us having It. At first all had to line up with the men and receive the 
rice and food in the yard and eat it off school desk3 in the hot sun, but now they 
allow it to be eaten on the verandas or rooms. We have two of our messmen serve us 
in our mess t/hich we suppliment with our market purchases. Only bread we have 
is through crackers we can buy. Ho toilet paper unless ea hsve a private roll but 
we supply men from some we brought from Scholastica. A Tar cry from the common 
conveniences we have at home. We must not be too comfortable etc. We hear Germany 
has folded up so what does it cean for us. A lot we hope. 

13 May '42; Guess Germany :« still in the war but they say the Germans in 
Africa have surrendered,, A day :i camp- "Jp at 0630. Koll call or Bango as they 
call it at 0700, breakfast of £i ,e and gravy, morning clean up and try to read on 
the narrow veranda while the boys clean up the room. Cess pool at immediate rear 
very odorous while it is being dipped and drained away in an open ditch. Crowds 
pass the door all the time and never free of offensive conversation. The open 
compound comprises about one fourth acre containing clothes lines, open kitchen, 
garbage pit etc. Ho grass. One open shower and spigot. Water for the entire camp 
supplied by a one-half inch line and when water is being drawn or baths token 
water lias to be turned off of the two toilets. There are ten in our room and one 
tin basin for -fashing the hands and face, also for shaving. The room contains 
Wilterdink, Lyle, Ken, Joses, Shaw, Baltzly, Connel, Welch, Sartin and myself. 
Allowed to keep my fan and in o^en use all day and for Wilterdink and my beds at 
night. Bxpect to lose it and hide it at all food and inspection times which have 
no regular hours. Soup and rlca at noon and Bango at 1300. Rest on bed awhile and 
to soft ball game at three in adjacent lot. At four read an hour and soup and rice 
again at five PM. We would suffer if we didn't have canned meat, eggs, and occasion- 
al mango and bananas. Coffee in the early AM. All water carried and at present cold 
water from the guards in my bottle. Lights out at nine and after a bath in open 
shower I go to bed, but uriible to sleep on account of noise of conversations and 
the heat. It's over 100 d^rees each day and will welcome the rain about June 1st. 
Kitchen will have to be Raised when rains come but they say we will be moved else- 
where. Bad as it has been we hate to move, it will of course be down hill. South 
side of compound contpiuis the staff and corpsmen and all patients on the north side. 
Badly need proteins fc:* patients but the Japs only supply rice and soup. We try to 
help from our mess. Jr/ Afttl, but no help. Wonder i/here the prisoners from Bataan 
and Corregidor are? ' get soo, consideration in the hospital unit but Corpsmen 



14-15 May '42: .'. : ame routine but water schedule changed to allow toilet flushing 
until ten All. Then ti'.thing and laundry begins with Patients and Hospital e^teraation 
but officers can ba J ;he daily. Aole to get walks in adjacent area for we four Captaira 
after 7 PM bango ax/i tis a great relief to get onn half hour from the noise and 
crowding. The Japs say this place can accommodate 1000. Ho beds allowed exco;>t for 
wounded patients, tubercular, and senicr officers. How we miss some of the comforts 
of home. 
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1942 16 May '42: Here a week today. Keeping v/ell bo far br.t tedious living and 
hope it won't last long. With no news it's hard even to conjecture but here we 
are well off compared to other camps . 

17 May '42: ITo change, very hot, Capt. Kuslmota inspected at three PM" and 
said we were not considered as prisoners of war and he appreciated the volunteer 
corpsraen working parties helping prepare for the large numbers of prisoners of 
war coming in from Corregidor. Asked that no cards, fans or food be in evidence 
during inspections. Six Filipinos stoie the soup stock and got slapped around. 

18 May '42; Filipino prisoner escaped last night and all privileges removed. 
Guards tough and won't allow any more cold drinking water or ball games. Hottest 
day so far,' over one hundred degrees an hour after sunrise. Had to remove my 
reading light. No comforts at all can be allowed, queer psychology. Bxpect to lose 

• my bed 'and fan any minute. Food never varies from rice and soup and 'Would be 
hard if we didnH have 3ome canned beef and sardines on the side. Hope for sorr.e 
fruit soon. Strange feeling to be worried over food. No telling how long this 
prison life will last. Absolutely no privacy or freedom from incessant noise and 
offensive conversation. 

19 May '42: Still without any privileges and no favors to officers. More 
barbed vrire installed. Washed some clothes and towels today in a bucket. Have to 
watch the clothes line to keep clothes from disappearing. Filipinos always begging 
for food and clothes. 

20 May "42 J All Filipinos, 140 removed to Bilibid this AM due to the one that 
escaped. We hated to lose our mess attendants. Various unmoved, but Gustado wept 
in his good-byes. We have aisigned Truax as house boy for extra food. Restrictions 
of yesterday relaxed and allowed cold drinking water and walk in evening in adjac- 
ent field. Ho telling from day to day how the wind blows but we are still marking 
time wondering if more Americans will be brought here from Bilibid and let ub staj 
but no telling. As tedious as it is, a move may be worse. Cloudy today with some 
thunder so maybe the rainy season is approaching, anyway it's cooler and that s 
something from the excessive heatc 

21 May '42t A draft of twenty-nine Army brought in as prisoners picked up 
yesterday on a small island "Cuyo" yesterday by a passing Japanese cruiser that 
was signalled by Filipinos. Well treated by the Navy en route here. No rain but 
threatening lightening and thunder. Ball games again also cold drinking 
water and guards more friendly. 

22 Hay *42s Pour Army prisoners brought in surrendering from the hills of 
Bataan. Many bruises enroute. Very hot and have a coryza but feel OK. Two-hundred. 
forty now in camp. No indication of a move. Not a comfortable camp but still have 
my bed and fan. Not a second of privacy from noise but it could be worse. 

23 Hay '42; Three-hundred American prisoners brought in from Camp O'Donnel 
n9 , T Snr Fernando «n route to Bataan they say. Weary, undernourished, Beri Beri, 
Dysentery and Malaria. Sad pictures, out all Doctors went to wox-k. Ho oevidiiHi ai« 
sixty put in a room that is not large enough for thirty. All are under orders to 
be moved in the morning but sixty are too sick to move on. However only eighteen 
came in a truck so only eighteen allowed to remain. Capt. Kucimoto came at 6 PM 
and informed me that we all would move tyy train in a few dayc. We suppose north 
to Tarlac area and the end of bed and fan. Each '-apt. allowed three small bags 
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1942 and the rest of the men one bag each. If trucks are busy we must carry our lug- 
gage o What Is to happen to our trunks? Host of the three hundred In the above 
draft slept In the dirt of the "court last night, aB it was cooler than the floorso 
Some had not had a bath for days and looked it.. Beards and anemic Some abused etc 

24 May '42; Cooks up all right and rice served at five AM and trucks called 
for the above draft at six All. Eighteen of other Array men filled out the eighteen 
too sick to gc One boy fainted before getting Into a truck and was allowed to 
stay. All very grateful for the night's care. Very depressing, but nothing can 

be done. We fear that they are enroute to a work camp.. Think of it. We fear our 
move, but we have a little canned food and gave all we could spare to the three 
hundred.. They wanted to buy medicine, but we gave all we could spare.. Sone to be 
had anywhere after ours had been taken. Last night when quinine was so badly 
needed I called the Manila Sanitarium vdiere the Japanese told us to call should 
we need any medicine. They refused to send us any, I sent the interpreter down 
town to try to buy from any drug stores remaining open. He came back after a while 
with 500 three-grain tablets of ouinlne costing 75 pesos. There is a great need 
for a Bed Cross ship, but no way of getting any communication with America or 
Australia. Behind the eight ball is right . Sad to see young boys so ill and all 
of us helpless. Hope for a speedy end to the war if many are to survive. 

25 May '42i My cold is better and will be OK. Some anxious with people so 

ill at this time. Talcing third course of cholera and dysentery vaccine today. Anoth 
er small draft of Army came in after supper, rice, . with no information in advance 
of their arrival. The draft contained Brig. Gen. Drake and Major Gen. Moore and 
several Colonels and Naval Officers headed by Capt. Hoeffel, Commandant of the 
District since Adm. Hoekwell went south. Six top officers assigned to our room 
so now we axe very crowded with sixteen in a room twenty by thirty. Very hot and 
my fan goes a short way. All from Corregidor having been enroute all night on a 
Japanese ship. They were unloaded at Paranaque and inarched to old Bilibid. They 
were wet and had blistered feet. One sailor died en route and was not brought 
Into camp. Lt« Col. Short was unconscious from heat stroke and dysentery. We did all 
we could, but he died the next morning and was buried across the street where they 
said the sailor was buried the day before. Some had Beri Beri and malaria. The 
officers not having had anything to eat on arrival and as our supper was over we 
shared our remaining food with them. They brought depressing news, of the Correg- 
idor surrender hour and their treatment and the first bad war news we have had 
since last December. First hard rain today, notified again we will move and we 
suspect to Cabana tuan, but Colonels and above to a different place with General 
Wainwright who is a prisoner in the University Apartments, closely guarded. Each 
two of the Colonels allowed one orderly and Generals one orderly. Hope for more 
privacy and less noise in the new place. And hope it will be the last move. Dread 
the train trip and sorry for our paralytic stretcher cases. The Japanese refused 
admission /permissionjT to leave them in the Manila Hospital. The Japanese suggested 
that if any patients were hear death we might help them along. Think of that for 
humanity. What an outlook, but we can take it if t;e can get food. Have lost several 
pouAc.i> in i...o last, tni'tie v£&ka° Do hope thio will oe over xu anoiher ninety ua^'Su 
Glad of a Colonel's rank and glad to be with the District Commandant again. 

26*27 May '42 i The 3ame, but all packing what we are allowed to take. All 
trunks must be left behind and expect they will be lost. 
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194? 33 Hay '42: All patients able *o walk and officers of the line below Colonel 
transferred on an hour's notice to Bilibid. All hospital staff and other patients 
remained for transfer any hour* ,*11 packed* 

29 May '42, Hot too pleasant birthday, Copt. Kuaisrat-i phoned me at 8 AM that 
all hospital staff would taw over Bilibid hospital but we three, Lyle, Ken and 
myself would go as a medical unit to the senior canp and to take some drugs, so 
a box is being packed, We have, a Corpsman Kenaon as oxir orderly and will J- ea ™ 
in a day or two. Ho soup today, only sog-y rice. They say the senior camp will 
number about two hundred. Gapt. fcsimoto says our baggage will be taken care of 
by him. Hope he will do so t but we never know what to expect, 

BHIBID 30 iiay '42: Orders to let* a for Bilibid at 9 AH, so all up early and packed. 

Soon has gone by end we are still here. Boys cooked some rice and bought some fruit 
and we were away in a truck at three PH. Bilibid fit low of all time and seven of us 
assigned to a platform ten by twelve in an old open hospital building. OuH baggage 
accompanied us in another truck and we saw it dumped like stone on the wet ground, 
but all remained intact and was stored around the dispensary and may see it again. 
We leave in a few days for Tarlac. Latrine terrible, and only rice and soup. Some 
meals Have no soup, but given a little fruit, 

31 May 8 42s No change, but we have had two hard rains and the beds are wet. 
JUHE i June 42: Have a cot so far. Hospital being established in three cell 
buildings and can be fairly comfortable with Sartin in charge, after they are 
cleaned of their present unsanitary conditions. 

2 June '42S Told to be ready at midnight on ten minutes call for trip to 
Tarlac, a distance of seventy miles. Anything will be better than Bilibid and hope 
to have room to unpack a few essentials. Guards doing some slapping. Speed the 
day when we can be free. No soup today, 

TA.HIAC 3 June '42: Off at eight-thirty this morning in two trucks for Tarlac, dump 
tracks and twenty-four in mine. Got mangoes along the way. Grand to see the 
countryside. Bought some food in Bam Bam. Many prisoners repairing roads and 
bridges. Very hot. Tarln? at three PH. In the hot sun one half hour, scorching 
and sun burnt. Arrived . . the camp two miles south of Tarlac at four PM. There 
we found Generals and Cornels, Tough ordeal in the hot sun getting our effects 
inspect 3d. We were all greatly dehydrated and glad to get inside our barracks 
shortly after four thirty. Pair bed, but hard. 110 officers and 50 enlisted men. 
The camp has a grand view into oper. country, but there is little food and very 
restricted water. All inconvenient, but above Bilibid. MaJ.fien.Klne of Bataan in 
charge. We have no chairs, bui there are two snail shelves tacked up at the head 
of each bed. Worried over the restricted rice diet, but can buy an occasional 
mango. Bo hope to keep well. Sad stories are being told us about Corregidor and 
the death march from Bataan, 

in Jiinp '42: One we«k in Tarlac Camp and tough going with rice diet. The 
Japanese say we must get along on rice r_Lone, but 1: i;aanot be none, »»e are auxe 
to buy some green vegetables and mangoes, also pineapples, through one of the 
sentries who brings in a cart each morning, Prices are very high and Tarlac market 
limited. There are several cases of Beri B^ri here. I am suffering from a mild 
dysentery and have had one day of temperature with aching muscles. The latrine 
Ls dis'-.ant, about one hundred and fifty yards. Water very limited. Flies bad. 
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°42 :j P d hard. One hundred and ten sleep in one barracks room, feins beginning and 

sor e cooler. General Wainright arrived yesterday from L'anlla and thinks war will 
keen us here two years. Dull routine with little to mad, Officers begging tobacco 
and clothing. Pessimistic atmosphere. Only good thing hsro is the scenery. Days 
long and dull. Same ratine daily. Up at six thirty ; -nc. to bei a- nine PH. Lost 
ten pounds the past wei „ 

ID June ? 4^' Ehe Irsya go along, Sane routine. Inspection etc., and receiving 
nore pigs and veget£>;>l33, but rice 'is cut one-third. Sick again for one dry with 
a temperature of one hundred an*, one, but OK now. We are getting less rice and 
sugnr. For my Internal ruble I secured some charcoal by getting a boara burned 
in 'the kitchen. New rvu.ee keep us inside, after eight PH. Scattering rains, no 
chairs but have made a crude st.ol with scrap boards and a few rusty nails, Beds 
are tuelve inches ai>art. Noisy, but get sone sleep, Hope for some European news. 
Enjoyed an old Headers Digest* Hare we sit with no news of outBide world. H a te to 
see Generals saluting privates, etc,, of the Japanese Amy. We are told that there 
is no rank in a prisoner of war canp and although the treaty states that we should 
not salute' only Japanese of our own rank and above, we are compelled to bow to the 
lowest rickshaw coolie they have in uniform. The posted rules reads 

HJ12S FOR TABLAC CONCSETiiATICN CAMP 

1. Salute ell members of Japanese Armyc 

2. Ho one will leave barracks after evening roll call except ■ to visit the 

latrine. 

3. Prisoners will not communicate with any persons not a r?ember of this camp, 

4. Smoking outside of barracks is prohibited except as follows! while sitting 
dewn in front of barracks in vicinity of large receptacles for used tobacco ends, 
fixed there for the purpose. 

5. Prisoners will not approach nearer than three meters from any fence , 

6. No fires will be set outside of the kitch-m. 

The Classification- of Army Officers here is; General Officers 15, Field 
Officers 97, non-co.-3r.iifi3le.nec' officers 36, Privates 19= Heveille at 0630, and 
roll call at Of't A L Breakf. ■'. at 7S30 All, work 8*30 AM, sick call 9 AM, lunch 
12 noon, work U3G 1, snppe PM, roll call at 8 PM, and lights out at ten PM e 

22 June '42; Improved u :nd in food. An inspector surprised us yesterday 
after a visit to find that we -*ve so little and promised an increase. Yesterday 
thirty cases of canned milk and mangoes were sent in a also a small heifer for beef. 
Milk on rice this AM. Wonderful improvement. It's quite hot today, with a little 
rain. Dull hours with no reading. I have an old Geographic for today. Hungry for 
news. Feel Germany is crumbling. Filipinos on our deliver/ truck gave me a small 
can of neat. Said there was a rumor that the German Chief s.f Staff had committed 
suicide. It's very difficult to get any news from the iillino drivers as the 
ruards are always standing near and watching. The guards say that France is no 
gooao Ooie uia^x^', vi-fa rieuiij^L oii;^^- e -- — ■»- ----- ■■<>-■■ - - *• fi - *■* - ' - 

duty. Think the Japanese want to not have it said th*y did not feed the prisoners 
well. We hope all will be over in a few months, but hard to guess with no news. 
Peculiar situation ,-/lth no outside world, so we jus"; exist iwt. wait. Aq able to 
get a fair amount of sleep on the hard bed aai constant noise. Flies bad and skin 
infections increasing. We have recommended that separate laundering be done, 
Biggest problem is keeping well. 
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25 June 42; Vera' a birthday. A pig and old carabao were butchered at the 
kitchen door. The old carabao looks so ancient that as hungry as I am, it doesn" t 
look inviting. Files and ants are terrible and it 1b practically impossible to 
keep any food on our shelves and not have it carried at/ay bu ants. Dull hours. 
Convicts at home net radios, band music, news, and best of all, know when they 
can be free, but all this is not so with us. Heading "Cecil* s Practice of Medicine" 
for pastlrne. The Japanese are strict with all rules. Very little rain. 

36 June *42: Yesterday was Carabao Day, Did4*t think I could eat it, a fifteen 
year old bull, but hunger is non-selective and a steak with rice and gravy for 
lunch and boiled with rice for supper was a banquet. Col. Ito inspected and brought 
some candy. He asked General tfalnwright for a committee to be appointed to discuss 
food with him, weekly. Hope for more American food, such as eggs and coffee. Only 
lukewarm water to drink. It must be hauled from Tarlac, a distance of two miles " 
away. Have^tto bread for the paflt seven weeks. No news at all, so we wait. Expect 
no progress at all until Europe /war7 ends. Hot a single reinforcement has come 
to the Philippines since the war started. It appears that the United States is 
too occupied elsewhere. 

30 June «43: A prisoner six months today, 180 days. Issue of sweet-potatoes, 
squash and rice today. A small bullock came Into camp, and we all look forward to 
a good meal tomorrow. But, it escaped, and dashed through the gate with the pris- 
oners following without permission to leave the camp. They chased it all around 
the hill, and I stood at the window getting hungrier and hungrier seeing the food 
about to disappear. Howevc ■■.■?, a Montana soldier by the name of Greenleaf brought 
the animal to a standstii; with his larlet. The guard was sore because the boys 
went through the fence in pursuit, slapped one, and also a Filipino. There was no 
reason for either, but part of the co-prosperity program, I suppose. One dozen old 
wire-backed chairs arrived, most uncomfortable. All of our comfortable home-made 
chairs were taken out as they appeared less orderly than the ones the Japanese 
brought. Great life under a corporal and all are required to salute all privates. 
wo news, the hours are dull and food barely possible "for health. News good or bad 
would be a welcome change. Hope for some reading matter. Over six months now with- 
out mail, radio or movies. V/hat is the United States doing? 

*. J*?^ * 42: A l0ne dun and sad da ^ thinking of a year ago enroute east to 
Mrerett s funeral and the da/a before sailing from San Francisco. Milk with rice 
and bananas for breakfast, and chicken with dumplings for lunch. The extra food 
was purchased by ourselves, as the Japanese thought it proper to celebrate our 
Independence from England. We can see Japanese troops moving along the highway 
towards Manila. Ifoat does it mean? Humors say Germany is crumbling. Will we be 
fr 6 ^ for * 01iristm as, and how will it end? Many pessimists here, and fear repris- 
als, ±ne iiataan and Corregidor ending was full of personal abuse and deaths. The 
march from Bataan to Camp O'Donnel took about eight days, and if any prisoner was 
too ill to keep up and fell out of line a shot was heard and the prisoner was not 
^f^tr 1 ". ^"ionsjhere very bad with twelve hundred and ninety-five Americans 
^ —i^ ^uusc-.,! j: i^pi^oa dying with dysentery and malariat BroKe my glasses 
today. It's bad, but able to patch with adhesive. 
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i *+ s^ni Aatica. Tarlac troops going towards 
' 9 July '42: Two months ago we left JjJ*™*^ y^rel 5e get no news. 
Manila. It is rumored that they ar . saU j£**^™5; otme in the camp, Haircut, 
All Filipino radios are forbidden. «£f J*"™^^ of being on a Japanese 
and the barber. Sgt. K a vanaugh from ^ *£ d "* «£^ g Said those that 

burial det.il on the death ^ '^^^J^'S unsanitary surroundings 

ST T-LX SHhW^o^Hy anf Sow fn the dirt. 

« July '42: Major Sekguchi called concerning the diets He g^-gr « 

visited us at Schelastica }» <W^ »»£■* ^LTSoSed a'Ln down the 
to us and said to just call him ^ '^J ^ waB directed to write on 
day before for questioning **-*•££ concern^ our handling of bombed and 
May 18th. while we were at Paflay. It W ^J^ ^rSSdling of the wounded, I told 
passes cases and some other questions *^™*$££^l forwarding to him, but 
tim that I had given the letter to toe g^rd jrt £^ ^^ ^ ^^ ever 
he said it had not been received and *^ £%£%%££ the subject. General 
written it. 1 was able to hand him a copy .^ h ^ lecture oa how elfish 
Wainwright was talking to me at the "-•<»* t ^ Cooperate so peace could be 
American* were by not learning Japanese and trying to oo pe ^ 

obtained through a mutual understanding, et c. Retold ^ ^ u3 t0 

adeauate, and asked us what we expect « d " P^JTJS iTSter. He said that we 
weigh our daily diet in grams, and he would call forM u. 

got meat daily, but such 1. not the case. ^' Xt ? J^ C0 S.^6« eervedT Said 
fa our messhall for our »"^ «^^£ j £S&t f ^nS leader and culprit woUd 
is any of us attempt to escape General ^^fSia each was his brother's keeper, 
be shot. The rest of us severely P^* hed ; "J^nospherel Most of the Japanese 
I hope the Generals enjoyed their feast in thl ; a *^J^" h so the Filipinos say. 
troo?s are being withdrawn to Manila ^^^^nove *&£ m . 
The camp morale is somewhat distorted today by the above 

U July .42: fourteen *^^^.j^^^%3^ 
U fighting strongly at Sevastopoole ^^JJS^jJS,. We wonder when the 
driver that Mindanao *ve bombed last week by Aoe rtcan P* stripped 

Philippines will be delivered a* *a* °f ™' °SSer of the Medical Corps. U.S. 
as well as the rest of Luzon. Glad to see ™'*>*££ £«-. which were of a 

question. 

12 July -42: Coffee ana ^ughnuts for ^J™^£™±£ by'Ler- 
al WB treasure coffee, even wxthout sug^r an &™*£ ^ i& fQQd u p0Rsible 
ican prisoners supervised byan J^ ^BaSca ln this area, evidently 
tiirough our port^asii^ .i-j^. -•'-- ----- - served today, out *oc; oar*. 

the Japanese toy. eoeu to that, .cm on the cob was "£^ ^ dled ln . t OTell . 

to eat with ory rice. ^,""^^7^ ££• traoheotoay. j»t hefore the 
burial ground. It has been raining the past four days and colder weatn 
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1942 19 July '42: :.'rote to Col, Ito requesting Lyle, Ken end I go back to Bilibid 
and rejoin our staff. Uas sent here as they aay we would serve as a medical unit, 
but Cols. Glatley and Cooper being here, there is no need for us to remain. It is 
more pleasant here than in Bilibid, but less interest, and I wish to be back with 
ray own organisation. Maybe weeks before I hsar from this request, it ever. Gold 
bridge came out. ITo access to a dentist. Almost constant rain. i'ood scarce againo 
iiomor of American Bombing in San Fernando La Union. There is no definite news of 
anything, and the days drag. 

34 July «42: Couldn't send letter to Ito, so I gave it to him when he called 
today. Pleasant interview, and he said he would let me know later- Maybe a fifty- 
fifty chance. No predicting Japanese decision, but hope to get back with the 
Canacao staff. Col. Ito brought papers twelve days old. Nothing on the fall of 
Alexandria yet. It is rumored that Singapore has been retaken. Me long for European 
new*. A pig helped our food today after dry rice and lard* Have forgotten how 
bread tastes. 

AUGUST 2 Aug '42: Another month started with change in comnand. Lt, Ugi relieved by 
lit. Oharl, late from Japan. Ugi made a half way apology for lack of our care, and 
spoke of better times for us. Corporal Nishikraa is being transferred to duty in 
Tarlac. It i3 Just as well as he h--.fi become quite autocratic. Col. Ito is here 
today, and said he was parting with us and sorry, but all urged to take care of 
our health. Also said \te would be moved in the near future, so all sorts of con- 
jectures among us. Lt. Ohari promises better care and it is evident that vre may 
be hopeful of better food. As Col. Ito is being relieved I must resubmit my 
request to a General newly arrived from Japan to care for all prison camps. Do 
hope to get to Manila for dental work and be with our personnel. Siome boiled beef 
yesterday and hot cakes with rice and coffee this morning has brightened us up, 
i*^^ but dry rice and lard for lunch today has brought us back to our previous low 
level. Me are promised radio and books. I doubt it ever materializing. 

4 Aug »42; After standing by for five days General Morimoto with staff of 
fourteen came at eight All and remained fifteen minutes asking no ouestions or 
appearing interested in our needs. No meat for a week and all promises of Ito have 
to be reconsidered and it will take weeks. The promise of an Army dentist from 
Camp O'Donnell has been cancelled and I urgently need dental treatment. Lt. Oharl 
seems indifferent and rice is our only food. I've lost fifteen pounds and really 
hungry. Our Morale is low, 

5 Aug *42i Ohari failed to show up today. No meat and the rice is poor. I 
know what it is to be hungry, but no appeal. Our new era is dawning darkly indeed. 

6 Aug *42: Lt. Ohari told today of our food plight. He thought we had plenty 
but got busy and sent in some wood and a small cow. The cow escaped but captured 
it £in/ Tarlac. Tough to see our food escaping. A bomb shell in camp tonight when. 
told we sail for Japan on the 12th. What lies ahead? I'm hopeful of rejoining our 
ercnxp at Bilibid - 

7 Aug »42i Letter to General Omorimota given to Ohari but he said 'rims 
doubtful if it could reach Manila. Do hope we car. go to Bilibid to get our baggage 
there. Little sleep last night and many full of passim! sn„ »/hat a life and how 
does it all end. So desolate to be without any news or definite information. 

No out-guessing the oriental mind. I dread cold wsathcr in Japan aB we are all in 
light Kahki. Hope for Japanese pry and some warm clothes. May it all be over soon. 
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1942 10 Aug '42: Preparations for moving. We hear now that we are going to Formosa, 
and the usual rumors from the Japanese that our submarines axe near and they lear 
the trip. The Japanese say they have no trucks and ue must hire a truck or carry 
our own baggage tn the train, a distance of about two miles. Our mess is issuing 
extra food for the tripo To leave at eight All, on the twelfth £=nd in ilanila one 
hour or so, so no chance to get any baggage at Bilibid and I do need warm clothes. 
i Good bye to my three trunks. Japanese doctors were here yesterday for Cholera and 

Malaria tests. Hope for an exchange and home before Christmas but no telling. At 
four PM today we received the sudden news of our leaving early in the morning. 
Under drress we signed an agreement not to escape while enroute. Hasty packing. 
Reveille to be at three thirty AK and march to the train at six-thirty AM. As lights 
are being repaired they will be out all night. We received the distribution of two 
cans of foud and milk. Saining hard. Bed at eight-thirty but little sleep as it 
was noisy all night. 

MANILA xi Aug '42; Up at three-thirty AM. Ho lights except small candles in the 

barracks. -Breakfast at four- thirty AM by candle light. Raining hard. Baggage loaded 
at six AM in a truck we hired. Rain stopped and we slopped to the train eighty-four 
to each car and were in Manila at twelve thirty noon. Train left at seven-thirty 
AM. VJe were able to buy some food along the road but were held on the train in 
Manila and served bread and sugar. All trains and st.ations vie noted were manned by 
Japanese, We were loaded in trucks and taken to Pier Seven, where we waited one 
and a half hours on the pier while the Japanese held funeral services for a hundred 
and thirty-four boxes of ashes being loaded on our ship, the "NAGARA HAHD", seven- 
thousand-nine-hundred and ninety tons, We boarded the ship at three- thirty PH and 
were placed in a forward hold and packed in like coolies on straw mats twenty four 
inches space per nan. There were .two decks used for sleeping purposes, one three 
feet above the lower one. Generals W^inwright and King were given a stateroom. 
Very hot at the pier all night. Little sleep, crowded and dirty. Ho bathing. Food 
better than Tarlac. Had short visit with Capt. Kusimoto v/ho had been our super- 
vising officer at Pasay and Bilibid. He told us something of the Bilibid bunch 
and said they were OK. He said we were going to a fine camp in Formosa and would 
get plenty of fruit, other foods and be paid a monthly salary by the Japanese Army 

12 Aug *42: Left the Pier at seven- thirty AM all under hatch. Anchored outside 
of breakwater and sailed at two-thirty PM. All kept under cover until eight PM when 
well past Corregidor. We had no life preservers and would have been in a bad way 
should a submarine attack occur at sundown which is the most favorable time. We 
noted after dark that we were being convoyed by one destroyer which turned back 
in about one hour. A smooth voyage with zigzagging at eighteen knotso Got some 
sleep but very crowded and we were a sorry spectacle crowded in like coolies. The 
ship was crowded with Japanese troops. We were allowed on deck a part of the time 
but no smoking was permitted, Cur food, consisting of rice and some fish was served 
to us on the deck out of buckets for groups of twenty. We were able to wash our 
dishes from a hose and obtained hot tea from a barral on deck. Enroute we were 
given a lecture by one of the officers regarding abandoning ship should it become 
necessary. All stations were manned by Japanese lookouts and the constant zigzag- 
ging and atmosphere revealea tne anxiety ol pobiiiul^ iVUvack. by vo* t»v*«2t»i *ii-t « 

TAIWAN 14 Aug '42: Arrived Takao, Taiwan, at ten AM. A very pretty harbor, land- 
locked by a narrow entrance. The harbor was full of shipping and we anchored 
astern of the old President Harrison, which had been previously captured by the 
Japanese, ^lept aboard through the night and given no information. 
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1942 15 Aug '42: No information. Told at eleven to disembark to another vessel 

at one PM. Off with guards and American navy personnel at two thirty PM by a email 
boat to the "OTAKU MAHJ", an old tub of eight hundred tons, about the size of the 
old USS ilLCANO, Our small Navy group was placed in the after hold containing the 
Generals. Making twenty-four in a small compartment . There were seventy eight in 
the nest hold, and the rest were forward. Very crowded and hot. Anchored all night. 

* 

16 Aug '42: Sailed at seven AM and skirted the south end of Formosa to Karenko 
on the east coast where we arrived at seven AM the next morning. We were allowed on 
deck for one half hour during the trip. The weather was calm, and the food was fair. 

KAFJSNKO 1? Aug "'42: Arrived in Karenko at seven AM, but held on board until after 

lunch. Allowed topsiae during the voyage from Manila to Formosa, but only for ehort 
intervals in this length of the trip* All guards very strict. Left ship at Noon and 
herded for roll call. Many guards and all of the country side lined the road for 
two and one half miles to the prison camp. As we entered the prison gate an order 
was given for us all to goose-step, but we purposely .failed to understand. "In the 
camp we spent two and one half hours for roll call listening to orders and our 
effects being searched. We were searched by being stripped, - shoes taken and all 
furnished with wooden clogs. Our soap and matches were taken although we had been 
told before leaving the Philippines that these two articles were scarce and to be 
well supplied. We seem to have brought them only to supply the Japanese. No baggage 
uas distributed and we didn't even have a toothbrush. Supper at seven PM consisted 
of thin soup and dry, coarse bread. Slept on the floor. 

18 Aug '42; No baggage given us today. Have no towel, spoon or anything. 
breakfast the same soup and bread, and I'm getting fanned hungry. We are compelled 
to bow to a white post which represent 1 s the Emperor's figure. A touch bunch, full 
of orders, so we wait. I am assigned to room thirteen as a part of the fourth squad 
of twenty-two officers. Heavy iron bunks with uneven rice stuffed mattresses. No 
sleep. Vegetables in the soup, plus rice, but mostly water. 

19 Aug '42: Baggage given out today after a rigid search. All shoes are locked 
up. Glad to get hand baggage with some essentials after forty-eight hours of no- 
thing. Did some laundry. The water appears to be plentiful and potable. Food a 
little better with a banana. More rules handed out. Can only be on bunks from one 
to three PM for a siesta. Have opened some sardines and feel better. Weight today 
one hundred and sixty-five pounds with clothes on. Hope all will get better. Put 

my mattress on, and got seme rest and sleep. 

20 Aug *42: More restrictions. Rice reduced. No friendliness shown. 

21 Aug '42s Japanese troops drill with yells and bayonet thrusts. An medical 
personnel interviewed relative to identification and the Geneva Treaty. They Bay 
we cannot be treated as doctors as we do not have the necessary identifications 
from Geneva on our Bed Cross bands . I tried to explain that we were following all 
provisions of the treaty, and were properly identified, but they shook their 
heads and wouldn't let me finish. It was evident that their minds were already made 
up and they were looking for the flimsy excuse to ignore our positions. Shoes re- 
turned for cleaning and returned to the lock-up. Vfe hope for better times, but 
things don't look so good. 
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1942 23 Aug *42: Inspected yesterday by a general from the Tokyo General Staff, 
All seemed to be well. He said Japan was a country of God f but also of soldiers. 
Our lives are safe if we behave,, If not, punishment will be swift and severe. The 
local camp commander refused today to see any more of my credentials regarding our 
complying with the Geneva Treaty. Therefore we, as doctors, are Prisoners of War. 
He said that he didn't wish me to bring the subject up again as I annoyed him. Our 
arm bands are not stamped from Geneva. Plenty of evidence in my orders and passport^ 
but they refuse to Gxamine my credentials entitling me to endorse the armbands, eta 
"If I were telling the truth the Japanese Forces in the Philippines would not have 
sent doctors here as prisoners of war." Strange reasoning, but the decisions were 
made and the matter is closed. 

26 August *42: We are promised a store and orders placed for tea, bananas, 
cigarettes, etc. We are to buy with credit against our promised pay of 310 yen per 
month. We are to have an animal farm for meat. None here so far. Promised bread 
twice per month. Can have our shoes through the day, but they must be turned in at 
night so we can't run away. They say we are better behaved than they expected. Soup 
and rice the only food so far. Weight 167, 

27 Aug '42: Captain George Mcl-iillin, former Governor of Guam, arrived from 
Shikoku under one guard and an officer escort. He gave ue all the Guam news con- 
cerning its surrender and has had two letters from home through Geneva. Hope I have 
mail enfcoute as directions have been broadcast in the states. We receive no news 
except that of Jap successes. Pray can be home by Xmas thru an exchange. Some to- 
bacco today in the form of cigarettes, but no fruit. All doctors in Jap hands are 
treated as POWs. The provisions of the Geneva Treaty are violated and all my re- 
quests and presentations of documentary proof of our medical status are ignored. 

"0$ * a™ angrily told not to bring up this subject again as I annoyed them. Weather 

cool. Dull routine. Am in squad #4 of 22 officers. Nothing to read. 

30 Aug *42i S p lled from San Prancisco one year ago today and eight months a 
prisoner. Do hope to be able to write home soon, Japanese weighed us all and I 
recorded 170 lbs as rice and soup have shown a slight increase. Walk one half hour 
dally. 

31 Aug »42J ATI officer POW paid today by the Japanese at the rate of our cor- 
responding rank in their army. 310 yen for Colonel's rank. All to be deposited in 
a postal savings account, but allowed 30 yens per month to be kept in our posses- 
sion. Out of the 30 yen one percent is deducted for enlisted men, Y1.60 for Jap 
slippers, so actually received Y26.90. Fruit ordered seven days ago not yet here 
after being told it came daily. Have deposited Y15 with the PX officer for purchas- 
es. A PX Is as yet only in the form of promises. Badly need fruit, as rice and 
watery soup has been reduced and we are hungry. Bananas are fine, if obtainable. 

SEPT 1 Sept '42: Had cigars in today. Very expensive at 20, 28 and 60 sen, small 
size. Camp rules rttrict. No chairs. Cnn f t sit or li*« or bunks between fi*30 AM nnd 
8i00 PM roll calls, except siesta 1-3 PH. Can sit only on mess benches or the 
ground. Can't strateh out on the ground as it is unhealthy and undignified. Smoke 
only in barracks space around ash trays. No smoking between AH and PM roll calls. 
Toilet paper 4 sen for 30 sheets. We are required to bow 45 degrees to all the 
guards and officers. i;aentery shots today. 
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6 Sept »42: 
1S42 All orders given and recei'wd now in Japanese, Must learn Japanese to teach 
our families. Opened my last can of corned beef which was brought from the Philip- 
pine : Islands an an very hungry under reduced rice. Expect 90 British, Australian, 
Canadian and Dutch to arrive on the 8th. Some neutrals among them. Do hope we 
doctors can be included in any exchange. A chronology: War started 8 Dec '41, 
Cavlte bombed on 10 Dec. Moved the hospital to the Philippine Union College, Balin- 
tawak on the 11th. Sangley Point bombed on the 19th, and we moved the hospital to 
9 Santa Scholastica College Dec. 26th '41. Captured Jan. 2 t '42. Moved to Pasay on 
§ 9 May, to Bilibid 30 May, to Tarlac 3 June, to Taiwan 11 Aug, to Takao 14 June, 
to Karenko 17 Aug. 

9 Sept '42: 163 British, Australian, Canadian and Dutch joined our camp last 
.eve from Singapore. They report three weeks of a very hard trip. Low on food here, 
although we have put in a food order. The Japs say no food will be added if we 
don't do some work. It is all contrary to the treaty but we can't bite the hand 
that feeds us. All willing to do anything for more food. My weight today is 168 lba 

12 Sept *42: Little food. Small cup of rice with thin vegetable soup three 
times per day. Weight today 158^. Constantly hungry. The heat seems to be on be- 
cause we don't show any Interest in a farm. The Japs want us to work and buy live 
stock. Angrily told we would have no more food until we did something but lie 
around, treaty or no treaty. Bananas ordered ten days ago failed to arrive, same 
with tobacco. Cur order for toilet articles returned as the Japs say they are too 
busy to bother with It. Me can stand anything except hunger. The British and Dutch 
are fitting in well. They say the number of Americans in Australia reached an 
astronomical figure. Bained hard last night with a high gale. 

14 Sept '42: Here 4 weeks today. Ho news. Dull routine with nothing to read. 
The food Is getting less. Case of iiphtheria in the British section which was 
isolated yesterday. Me are all required to wear face masks for 7 days. Only removed 
to eat and sleep. No visiting other squad rooms, etc. Directions Issued by Jap 
medical corporal, educated from a correspondence course. Will be slapped if without 
mask in place. British and Americans are separated at latrines and wash stands. 

16 Sept '42: All weighed yesterday. -Each officer losing 3 to 7 pounds, while 
enlisted men showed some gain as they have been fed better than we have been. There 
is great need for somefood supervision and its distribution from the kitchen which 
is manned by Jap soldiers. The Jap say that there are no reprisals in our reduced 
food and that we are getting the civilian ration. However, we had been previously 
promised the ration of a Jap soldier. But, that Is not the case as we notfe that 
they have meat added to their evening rice, Heprisal3 are promised If the Americans 
mistreat any other prisoners. A year ago today I lunched v/ith Capt. Wilterdink at 
the Shanghai Club in Shanghai. ^Jhat a year. The Gov. General of Hong Kong was 
brought In l^st evening and locked up in the Guard House, as he refused to sign 
the "escape clause 11 . Typhoid shots started yesterday. Diphtheria is dying out, 
but ife continue tn watvp ohtt> ■P-i^o T*nri*o ; 

21 Sept '42: Weight 160. Food the same with one small piece of beef today 
which served only as flavor in the watery vegetable soup. Tobacco orders will be 
delayed. All out of anything to smoke. Tho Jap say they are in no hurry as tobacco 
is bad for us. No fruit for over 2 weeks. All hungry, but they say we won't starve 
too much. They are cunning, deceitful, sadistic and cruel. Exchanged shoes from 
storeroom. I was called Koosevelt today by a Jap Lieut, as ho said I resembled him. 
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1942 So it is no wonder I remained a POW. Weather is quite cool and badly need a coat. 
-terra clothes hr,.l to be left in Bilibid. deceived one banana today, the first in 
two weeks. Promised bread twice a week, but none appeared. Not a vestige of news. 

23 Sept '42 i No tobacco and it is apparently being purposely delayed. Col. 
Lawrence reported our food low as there appeared some mistake in the kitchen dis- 
tribution. He was oalled to the kitchen three consecutive meals and badly beaten. 
The Jap Lieut. sayB such treatment is not allowed. But we are being hazed by con- 
tinual slapping and kicking. The food is most insufficient! absolutely no comforts 
in camp, but we are allowed to discard our masks today, life can take it, but remem- 
ber it, we will. Worst treatment yet, being received. Hysterical inspection of 
our effects today. 

24 Sept '42: General slapping around the latrine last night. Meade and Nelson 
forced to slap each other. A sadistic reign of terror. No one knows the why 
of it as can't understand the tlrading guards, but suppose it is due to insuffic- 
ient bowing and respect. Walnwrlght and i'ercivaL protested but only made things 
worse. The two generals were promptly told that they had no rank or special rights 
and that they could not speak for anyone. We are being punished for unfavorable 
remarks we have made regarding the Japs and if the Americans and British connive 

to object to camp orders same would be considered as mutiny and punishable by 
shooting, so we carry on and hope for better days. 

28 Sept '42: 40 Americans arrived last night from Mindanao. Sentry hazing 
continues. Must bow now at any distance. The orders are when in doubt, bow. Slappin. 
and standing at attention is the program of the day. Worst season that we have 
passed through. Noisy nights by frequently being disturbed by inspecting guards. 

29 Sept *42: Paid today. T 20.30. Salary 310 yen per month. Deductions, August 
food Y7.60. 10% for cattle raising, Y31.00. One percent for enlisted men, Y 3.10. 
Balance of pay 1248 with 120 deposited in the PO for Aug. makes my total deposit 

to date I 368. 

30 Sept •42* After waiting 3 weeks tobacco came in today far short of the 
amount ordered. The Japs allocated 3 cigarettes a day for c t. No cigars or pipe 
tobacco so it is to be one cigarette after each meal. Morale sinks lower, with 
hazing increasing. Left S.F, 13 months ago today. Surely will be home before 
another 11 months. 

OCT 3 Oct »42: Stood at rigid attention at 4:00 A.M. for fifteen minutes for 

failing to see and bow to a sentry near the wash rack. Also Cols. Sage and Dumas 
enjoyed the same treatment We were very lucky to escape slapping. Air raid pre- 
cautions today. Evidently our pl.-r.os and subs are near. The Japs say that Japanese 
newspapers are not being r^celvcc: fr-.m Japan on account of American subs. Our food 
barely sustaining - about 900 calories per day Am holding my weight around 160 
but hungry all the time. Hope for more soon. 

5 Oct '42: Air sirens being tested. Air raid blackouts and increase of guards 
each night. Jap Lieut, says Roosevelt has ordered all available men and equipment 
to the Pacific v/hich is the #1 War, as Germany seems to be second in the American 

started. "Old High Explosive" who hazed me yesterday by teaching me to bow and 
stand at attention passed me today goes.? stepping and I am supposed to feel really 



mm 
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1942 . honored. This is 180 degree turn in attitude so these people are most unpredictable, 
Slight increase in rice yesterday. But our only food continues to be a small cup of 
rice and thin watery vegetable soup. I never think seriously of bread anymore. 

8 Oct '42: A3 this is Rescript Day we were drilled nearly two hours this 
morning in formation receiving various orders in Japanese, to bow, eyes right and 
left while we were to listen to the was proclamation of the Emperor. The scroll 
was carried dovai the hill by a Sergeant, arms straight out In front and his head 
bowed like carrying a sacrament. After reading the sacred document to us it was 
returned up the hill in the same devout manner.. V/e were told that we were better 
treated than America was treating their Nationals but a benevolent Emperor would 
not exact reprisals at this time. Rice slightly increased In amount today. War 10 
months old. Another baggage inspection. 

11 Oct '42: The guards were changed yesterday and our three weeks of terror 
has abated. Cols. Glately, Hughes, 131ms, knocked down and sudden hazing begun at 
attention standing for improper bowing, just when things looked better, a storm 
appears. The Commander in Chief of the Taiwan Army inspected the camp yesterday 
and appeared pleased. He gave us some pork for our soup and we feasted over a Xmas 
dinner. I longed for macaroni, cheese, and fried eggs. Am constantly hungry but 
weight is up to 165. Weather is cool and need a sweater - found one among the 
Australians for 20 yen and ordered a promised coat and pr. of trousers from the 
Japs. If our lights are on after the morning roll call, the Jap sergeant will bump 
us over the head with a stick that he always carries. Hew low in rice which has to 
serve as our bread and butt3r. Six straight meals of starvation diet and was awake 
last night with hunger pains. 

13 c t »42: Low diet continues and weight today 160, Gathered a pan full of 
snails and will have some broth tonight. We bought a few smoked geeBe thrurthe 
Japs today which will be in our soup this eve and it will be a banquet. Educated 
men almost snarl over food when they eat to live. Things are up and down with the 
Japs who are always unpredictable, and we cannot and mast not complain. Our chins 
are up as some day the tide will turn. Winston Churchill while a FOW in the Boer 
War describes being a POW as recorded in the Headers Digest July 1940s 
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"It is a melancholy state. You are in the power of your enemy. You 
owe your life to his humanity, your daily bread to his compassion. 
ONi You must obey his orders, await his pleasure, possess your soulnin 
patience. The days are very long. Hours crawl like paralytic cent- 
ipedes. Moreover the whole atmosphere of prison even the most easy 
and regulated prison is odious. Companions quarrel about trifles 
WAR.* 1 and get the least possible pleasure from each other's society. You 
feel a constant humiliation by being fenced in by railings and 
wires, watched by armed men and webbed about with a tangle of reg- 
ulations and restrictions.™ 

13 Get B 42; jJiex, aoes not improve. Two thirds of a tea cup of rice with watery 
vegetable soup three times a day, but gather snails every other day for some broth. 
We don't know why food reprisal is on but it is intentional. Many stark-eyed, hungry 
all the time and keep walking down to 20 minutes per day« The Jap soldier gets 500 
grams of rice per day. We get 160 grams. Thanksgiving parade today to salute the 

i a L5 lafi and haVe read t& U3 tliJS -" !in P eror ' s thanksgiving to God for bountiful crops. 
Schedules for fruit, tob-noo : V.'^thpaste, etc are not being kept. Ho explanations 
given. Weather is cloudy and -,r;,d. My -■ . sweater a life saver. Wearing masks again; 
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1942 a diphtheria suspect. Officers being slapped daily. Improper bowing to sentries 

which is a great insult to a representative of his highness the Emperor,, Have lost 
three and a half pounds this past week hut feel OK, aside fron hunger. No beri-beri 
signs yet from low proteins. How sweet the Simple blessings of life will he after 
this experience. 

21 Oct '42i All uelched yesterday by the Japs - all showing a marked loss. All 
are remarking how I an losing v,"A the scales revealed 156| pounds. I feel P r ©" y 
good aside from being constantly hungry and notice I am getting streamlined. Only 
walk a few minutes daily and the days are long. We are not allowed on our bunks 
from 6 am to 9 pm. No chairs etc Cold and chilly - wear sweater under Bhirt. Lots 
of colds but I am free so far„ It is an all tlue low and apparently intentional. 
The Jap papers are full of American abuses to the Japs in the US. Guard changed 
yesterday and the new guard appears less sadistic. Our morale is fairly good. No 
one at home knovs what the lack of freedom means and it Is nearly ten months for 
some of us. Our only food for the past three weeks has been the same thin vegetable 
soup and ft tea cup of rice three times a day. Yesterday ve were able to buy a bit 
of sugar, salt and tea, We have some yen, but unatle to spend it. No extra food 
arrives and no explanations given. tlany prisoners are hollow-eyed and His a 
d— shame. Does the US know vihere we are and -we wonder how and when it will all 
end. We try to be well wishers and hope for better treatment. 

27 Oct '42: Navy Day and hope will usher in better days for us. After days 
of starving and three days of high winds and temperature down to 60, I am able to 
keep warn at night with my si*eater and four blanketfl. 

At church services last Sunday conducted by Brig.Gen.Beckwith-Smith he read 
-the following prayer which we all liked in our homesickness. 

Holy Father in Thy mercy 
Hear our anxious prayer 

Keep our loved ones now far distant, *neath tfhy care 
Jesus Saviour, let Thy Presence 
By their light and guide 
■" Keep„ oh, keep them, in their weakness at Thy side 
Whev in sorrow, when in danger 
Wheu in loneliness 

In Thy love look down and comfort their distress 
Hay the Joy of Thy salvation 
Be their strength and stay 
May they love and praise Thee day by day 
Holy Spirit, may Thy teaching 
Sanctify their life 

Send Thy Grace that they may conquer in the strife 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit 

God the One in Three 

tm _,_ *v_— — »j, 4U,_ .--va *Vt«n Voivri them near to Thee. 

A EN 

28 Oct '42! The temperature is up to 72 again. The past three days have shown 
an improvement in the Jap attituder The guards are less heckling, work on the farm 
started and ration increased. We work 30 rains, and rest 30 mins. First day I was 
dirjsy but OK again and have nudged my weight up to 158, t&ieer weight figures for 
me. Am about as slender as Robert. When not, hungry I fee], fine. Col. Cjuintard had 



m 
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tqa? th- -a-iee torn off his shoulders and. thrown on the ground. On reporting the act 
1 to a nIX jS officer, the Guard was made to return, pick up the eagles and 

rertace^hen. on the Col'' s shoulders. Then the guard knocked him down and he and 

the -Jap officer walked away laughing.. 

30 Oct '42: Pay today - Y310. Deduction for food 715.90. Enlisted men _ 
Y 3 10 - deposit 271. Received 20, eouals 310. Complete turn about in camp treat- 
menl" Food 13 increase. Ho heckling guards . Work 2 hours per day. P.*y ftU£ 
hatred for America. Reporting only Jap and German successes, Hope we get exchanged. 

HOV 2 Nov '42: Pood u P and down. Weight 156 yesterday. Maybe I nill start ^«6- 

Jap promised us goose last eve but it didn't appear. Cool and cloudy, ^p propa- 
ganda personnel are taking movie scenes tod*y. They took the frenerals to townand 
Pictured them drinking coffee. Such a farce for food propaganda purpose, ^tures 
of S alV taCyetteW being arranged in groups with large ^g*^*™^ 
our necks. The Jap characters probably giving our descriptions. Started pens and 
houses for goats and chickens. Japs say they must be finished Jf » »?L Ja 
the day an exchange is hoped for and starting home. Garden plot finished and 
Planted in potatoes. The 2Q$ more rice is fairly constant now and have «**»** 
pSl! The Sly news we get Is from Jap papers full of Jap sea battles «*J*£»J 
forAmerica. Guards continue friendly. Ho signs of any outside walks or mail In or 
out - yet we hope. 

12 Ho* '42: Major Gen Beckwith-Smith died y^^erday. Probably diphtheria, 
ieolated three days. I feel badly as frequently walked with ^l^ 1 ^^' 
I visited hinr-a few hours before death - a sad ending after surviving a***** 
Gel Percival told the Japs that more would die If food was not Increased. Result - 
a prompt decrease. Food continues very low and too bad as we are very hungry again. 
Ho meat for three weeks. Working In gardens and need food but am OK - weight 157. 
Told we could write home soon, but no signs of the promise being kept. Ho news 
except Jap victories everywhere. 

16 Hov >42i Paid ten yen today. Balance on deposit 629. Measured and examined 
in the sick bay toiSy - recorded 5 and nutrition fair. Food low, so we hunt snails 
and boiled some green papayas for our thin soup. 

17 Hov '42: Wrote letter home today but it was refused for the present as the 
Japs have loo many ahead for censoring. Little more rice today. No news but the 
J^ps say they S lost many ships in battle around the Solomon Islands. We hope 
for an early end and release. Cool and need some warm clothes. 

26 Hov '42: Hothing bat us** routine. Rice some better. Soup thin. Oh , for 
for some bread and meat n < aliday for Americans - Thanksgiving. ^"^^^ 
reouired to work. We work s» Hoiir per day on the river garden. Private plots 
JlSted. 29 rabbits in soup today for 317 people. We barely detect ed the odor in 
Snr soup. Some contrast to a Thanksgiving at home. The papers ^day^are^full^of ^ 
hatred for America and they aay iihai tne ioeii^; i.» .•>■•>• -*--;"■- "^ "''1 1.^' &Te 
make it safe for us to even think of taking a walk In the village^ ^ *™°£ "^ 
invading Africa which they say is a dastardly act against treaty but_ *J***f ■ • 
SvtnTright to invade the ener^' a territory. Hope for mail. Our letters not yet 
accepted. 



260-45: 15-J DIARY: CAPTAIN ROBERT G. DAVIS, MC USN Page 41 

8 Dec 1941 -7 s ept 1945 

noon 

1942 ' 27 Nov »42s Thanksgiving dinner a surprise. Had 29 rabbits in the/ soup and 
15 ducks in the 'evening soup. Altho without turkey and home additions it was the 
most enjoyable Thanksgiving food I have ever had. Comparisons develops strange 
conditions. A Jap general inspected today. We hear he thought our food was too low. 
We live on hope3 of food and more rumors regarding Africa. We feel the Allies are 
getting Romel. Nevs of our Navy again sunk in the South Pacific. Have a badly 
svrollen ankle from insect bite. Getting cold and only have a blanket for a coat c 

DSC 1 Dec '42: Got letter in today - delayed from 16 Nov. Some warmer clothes 

issued today and very timely. Cost 60 yenr Jap say we lost 2 to 1 in the Solomns. 
BonH believe it. IlacArthur reported in New Zealand, So feel the Philippine offen- 
sive has begun. Good rumors from Africa. Pood ncarce. Got an inlay in tooth yes- 
terday. A civilian Jap dentist now cones to the camp two afternoons per veek, 
"equipped with very few tools. Still hopeful for an exchange. Paid today for Nov. - 
1310 - debits one# for enlisted men - 13.10 - food 16.43. "Wash and mend material » 
Y2". Deposit 2.37 and the total Is now 902.7, 

6 Dec '42: lots of good news from two British prisoners arriving from Singa- 
pore. The British broadcast station reports Stalingrad success by the Hussians. 
North Africa about ended. Our rice cut 6§ pounds and vegetables low. Hungry but 
hopeful. Morale up<> Cold, temp, 53. 

10 Dec *42i A year ago today Cavite was bombed. What an experience and what 

a year. Weight today 153. 52 pound loss. Scant food but feel pretty well. Work one 
hour today in garden. '." . Cloudy today but hope for mail. 

11 Dec '42: Clothing deduction Y47.71 - balance is Y84.76. Exchanging vitamin 
B tablets to Col. James for rice. Second shot today for diphtheria. Some warmer 
today. News of the French Fleet being scuttled. Hope for some EC packages,, 

12 Dec '42: Official weighing today 150j pounds. Loss of six pounds since 
20 Oct. 21 pounds weight loss in this camp in the last four months. 

17 Dec '42: No improvement in diet. 1200 calories per day. Bed maintenance 
is 900 calories per day. Soup thin as water but get a banana every second day. 
Work one hour per day. No signs of any improvement. The camp commander reports 
to visiting Inspectors that all prisoners are gaining in weight. Weather mild 
past few days. We long for dependable newso 

18 Dec '42; Paid Y15 out of deposit. Balance now is 839.76. Vigilante watch 
last night 1:30 to 2i30 am. Weight now 150. Food low as well as treatment. Three 
officers bopped yesterday for reclining on bunks. D— shame to live this way but 
our morale is up and seems to offend our hosts. I have stopped all voluntary exer- 
cise. Not enough Intake to equal the output. 

19 Dec *4'2: Paid for Dec, today. Salary 310 - deposit 272.10 - food deduction 

A0 o y0, repair material «wo yen * cau i J. wetting cc-xder « no h.e&5 in Lai.'ic.ck3« 
Arrange my blankets in sleep .ng bag fashion. Total deposit Y1111.86. 
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1942 23 Dec '43: Hation very low - less rice with watery soup* Barely borderline 
subsistence and they say 50^ out 1 Jan. Heally Berious a3 can't get alone on less. 
No more fruit for a week. Plenty of food in the markets, but they won't let us 
spend our yen* Seems to be period of magnified hate. Jap papers full of hatred, 
propaganda with Increasing victories on their part - more severe losses to our 
fleet while they hardly note any damage. A lot of eye wash, but I feel the food 
situation is serious and am trying to 'develop a private vegetable garden* Not a 
very happy Xmas period. We long for mall and BC boxes* Morale low. Wonder when we 
will ever hear of an offensive on our part and hoif the Japs will act* 

26 Dec "42: Xmas wae a mild clear day - wonderful spirit among all, but d— 
homesick* The Japs allowed 25 lbs of pork and 30 ducks for our soup - also one 
banana, one orange, one potato cake and three ounces of peanuts* Great uplift after 
Wo weeks of starvation. Didn't dare eat all as must save something for the thin 
days ahead. I ration a teaspoon of peanuts per day* etc. A queer Xmas dinner but 
some meat fragments In the soup helped. The camp choir sang carols In the squad 
rooms Xmas Eve. I have a heavy cold with accompanying aches and a temp* of 103 
but kept thru the carols and church on Xmas as had three solo verses in Good King 
Wenceslaus* The double quartet will sing a program tonight. Four Americans from 
' Manila Xmas Hve and report a sub attack off Llngayen Gulf. The Jap report much 
action south of Taiwan and they are losing ships. Air raid alarm this AM, evidently 
planes near our China Bases* No planes over Karenko* It's Christmas night at home - 
hope all are well - a new low in homesickness* 

28 Dec *42: Our 32nd wedding anniversary and too bad to be here with a heavy 
cold and a fractured tooth* Can't see a dentist for 10 days and am quite miserable. 
It's like living in a cold bam with no privacy or conveniences. Got permission to 
lie down for four days - am thin and weak* All Jap papers fall of bad news In 
Africa and the PB3S. COCSLIDGB lost in the Solomons. No mail or encouragement, so we 
exist and wait. Some warmer after a cold snap. My legs about the size of my arms* 

1943 2 Jan '43: A year ago today became a POW - my cold is better, but ehakey on 
my feet* Have never been so miserable with a cold with periodic chills and general 
aches. Pork in my soup yesterday with a potato cake* More rice the past few days* 

JAN The octette sang at a singsong last eve* Some warmer, but little sun* 

7 Jan '43; Jap disturbed over Benjo song, and required copies of all script 
used for study* After 24 hours they decided that all was innocuous and in fun* 
Depression period, reduced ration with bopping right and- left* A Jap Lieut, bopped 
three Jap soldiers today* reason not known* We get no explanations of anything. 
New areas open for gardens. Longer hoes* Gen Walnwrlght one of the goat herders. 
My cold better, but weak and shakey. Can only do a pittance of work, but must try 
No chance to weigh and am thin as a rail* Pood hard to take, but allowed two lumps 
of sugar per day. All fruit stopped the past ten days. We oust hang on with rice 
and soup. Depressed hope phase soon passes. To be interned in Chile would be a 

14 Jan '43: No Change. One ounce of oxtra rice on work days. Hours are 
9-11:30 am and 1:30 to 4:30 pp with a ten minute rest each mornlng-and afternoon* 
We are working tha North Farm, a 15 mln* ualk up a h^.ll u My cold — * Influenza 
and still weak arid shakey. Getting a little more sleep. The temp* is 50 and use all 
clothes as pajamas* In today for dental appointment* Checked by the Jap OD and had 
to explain why I was not out in the field . It is not pleasent to be a POW* 
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1943 No news and eo we wait. Dentist given orders by the Jap OD not to treat patients 

unless name is presented "by the Jap dentist,, Too many patients remain in from work,, 

so I am put off with a sore tooth to be called later. Host indefinite, and nerve 

now exposed since 25 Dec. A POW is surely behind the 8 ball. 

15 Jan '43: At morning master all harrangued about dodging work by "Boots". 
Said while work wits voluntary food would be cut for those who failed to work. The 
paradox cansed a laugh, and that became a serious insult. The beans were ordered 
out of the evening nealo The heat was poured on and the guards became tougho Col. 
Hoffman later explained that we were not laughing at the Japs so that beans were 
restored before evening zrd. tension relaxed. All but two turned out for work and 
that pleased them. No id j *;hen I will get to the dentist. Cold improving and 
weather warmer. 

16 Jan '43: Dentist in today, but no call for me. The Jap say if the dentist 
treats more than 15 per day he tan" t some back. 

19 Jan '43: To my surprise a dental appointment was made for today, so re- 
mained in from work for the afternoon. 

21 Jan 43: Oct tooth reamed out on the 19th preparatory for a large inlay. 
Worked this am. and in again for the dentist. All told this a.m. too many resting,, 
When resting a minute from spading one must keep moving, picking up grass, or 
stones, else rice would be cut, and yet all work is voluntary. The Japs say 500 
Dutch prisoners have been lost due to American bombing off Davao. The word Japan 
is changed to Nippon henceforth. Never sure of our food and kept apprehensive. 

:*i$gsp 25 Jan '43: Official weighing today - 149j. loss of one pound since Dec. 12. 

Total, loss now is 56& lbs. Am skinny all over. Thighs gone. Low food when not 
working and only one ounce more of rice when working. Hare been stacking grass for 
the past three days. May gain now since cold is about well. Never so miserable with 
a cold as during the past 5 weeks. Violent and persistent bronchial cough with 
little sleep. Some signs point to a move or a change of administration. Col.Janes 
taken away by plane, supposedly to Japan. 

27 Jan '43: Squads reorganized today. Six more beds in our room. It is now 
squad 5 with Colo Wood as leader instead of Squad 4 under Col. Lawrence. Very 
crowded with only a few inches between each bunko All naval officers are now to- 
gether. Lyle nsxt to me. is 2 inches apart with 28 in the room. The Japs are 
making space for about 70 :fcch prisoners coming soon. Pood low. The Jap say no 
more heavy work after Feb. c Yearn for mail and E.C.food. So far no signs of Jap 
recognition of treaty provisions in that request. Error in scales reveals my pres- 
end weight is 146. Howevor I feel better as cold is almost gone. 

30 Jan '43: Idea of no work after 1 Feb. shot today as we opened a new acreage 
So life 13 to continue as usual. Hard to believe advance statements, so no hope for 
a better future at present. Jap nova reporters here snappi.o& pictures axui hoicuiig 
interviews. The English complain strongly of our treatment, daily punishment, over- 
crowding and scant food. I am so hungry all the time, but can't do a thing about 
it. Looks like a long war, and will be glad to see warmer days. Oh, for some mall 
and EC help. But no signs of Jap recognition of such treaty provisions, so we wait. 

FSB 1 Feb '43: 74 Dutch, English and oaa American arrived from Java. Their newB 

sounds good, contrary to the Jap papers., Heat on again with bopping right and left. 
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1943 4 Feb '43: Doing a little work. Food about the same. The Jap heat continues, 
but we are still hopeful of better days. I am feeling better with cold well. Oar 
new squad is more refined, less useless profanity, etco The Japs say we may have 
carabou next week, but we doubt all such statements* 

5 Feb *43; Another .Rescript Day. Less ceremonies than heretofore. Very cold, 
temp. 45. Slept last night with all clothes on under five blankets. Think Japan, 
is more serious regarding the war. We hear only their side and hatred of Roosevelt. 
Eat a little less. Food not; increased for the 74 prisoners recently arriving. I 
picked some sage and dug up some ginger roots for soup and rice. This had to be 
done during rest periods on the farm. Each meal, a worry over its scantiness and 
we are hungry every minute. We hope for a change of present restrictions. Sergeant 
Cavanaugh, from Iowa, is very ill with Ludwig's angina. I am short of breath and 
take no exercise aside from the work I have to do on the farm. WPA style. We work 
30 minutes and rest 10 mins. 9 to 4 pm We pay for food but not allowed to buy 
extras except for one pound of sugar per month and Wakamota vitamin B tablets. 

14 Feb »43: John's 61st birthday. "Tempus Fttgit." 

16 Feb '43i Jap wrath declining. Sixth German Army falls. Papers full of hate 
for American and British. They never speak of us except using the word annihilation 
"The brutes must be wiped out," etc* 

22 Feb »43; The Jap do not recognize a president's birthday. Hence no extra 
food Issues. Fire drill this am and all bucket brigade barefoot, so I imitated Geo. 
Washington at Valley Forge. Weather cold, but what of it. Bopping at night around 
the Benjo, but I have escaped so far. Lunch today consisted of clear soup with a 
,i$N!$if few vegetables and a tablespoon full of rice, 

27 Feb '43: A Jap Lieut, held a conference of the squad leaders, Lieut. Gens, 
and Civilian Governors regarding our treatment. It will be no better unless Jap 
internees in the States get better treatment. Suggested letters should be sent to 
our home governments and urge better treatment for Jap internees. As no one offeree 
to write such a letter the real heat was turned on. We were threatened with death 
if we got too near the fences. No hats allowed on our heads in the barracks. Ho 
going out without hats.. All buttons of coats must be buttoned and on one occasia 
when I expected to be slapped the guard stopped me, buttoned the top button of my 
coat and tweaked my nose, following which I said "arogoto", meaning "thank you". 
The British were struck with vicious blows, fhey put in letters of protest which 
only reacted against us. A report of Hoosevelt at Casablanca only added to the 
Jap fury. The Americans take this punishment without further protesting as it is 
the easiest way out. I received two thumps on the nose for paper and pen in *"* tv^ 
while at attention, plus two slaps on the wrist with a bayonet for fingers not 
fully extended. Gen. Wainwright was slapped severely for not using the right door, 
for the Benjo. Heat was turned on all night with frequent noisy inspections thru 

^k * ""' "— *_*- ' ""■" — •— ''---> -\^ J .r ~'*%J - " =-- m ■"* — - .-*''■' - — A _^'fc •— — *- - J -- - v. -A V Wo- -»J ~- ^ taCS .'_ si -r-J-iJ 

gramophone concert was stopped, and all sitting on the tables got a whack on the 
nose. A special trand of hatred is being exhibited. 
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1943 28 Feb '43: Severely beaten at 3:15 this an with six hard blows to the face 
for not saluting a sentry hidden in the hedge. Bight and left sides of face swol- 
len by petechial hemorrhages » Many slapped for the same reason, including Lieut. 
Gens. Wainwright and Heath* Ho recourse ae Jap officers know such is going on ff 
aid there la no immunity around the Banjo these nights. Gen, Heath has an ankylosed 
left elbow and this am was severely beaten with the butt of a Jap rifle because 
he waa unable to straighten it cut at attention and unable to sake the sentry un- 
derstand. How they hate us. All due to reports of internees in the US being poorly 
treated. We are not allowed to even sit on bunks during the day and frequently 
checked up by irate sentries. They say we can go home after we are licked,, "Why 
does the US not stop now, and end the war which the Japs are able to carry on for 
loo years?" Their papers Indicate America and Britain are ready to surrender and 
try to make us admit it, but strange to say we have different opinions. 

MARCH 3 Mar '43: Eeign of terror has been bad. Officers slapped and hazed by angry 
sentries* Particularly during the nights. Loose buttons on coats, long fingernails, 
and many other trivial reasons no one understands. I liave escaped further physical 
damage so far. More quiet last night, and the heat Is less. So one knows when tint. 
or why an attack will occur. Bunks must be clear at all times, not even to lay a 
book or clothing on them. We can do nothing about it. This morning while washing 
ay bowls one accidentally dropped, and the breaking noise attracted the attention 
of a nearby sentry* He rushed up to me and began a tirade which a nearby inter- 
preter stated, he was asking me why X broke the bowl. I explained that it was an 
accident while I was washing it. I was asked why I was washing it and I stated to 
make it dean* I was ordered to report It immediately by letter to the camp com- 
mander. I wrote a letter to the Jap OD requesting a transfer from farm work and 
placed on light work herding stock, as I am on the tenth month of my 60th year, 
and greatly concerned over my declining health. Just too weak to work on farm, 
and to my surprise the Jap approved ay request. Am holding my weight at 145, with 
the loss of 60 lbs during the past year. 

6 Mar '43i Terror lessened and food better the past two weeks with some 
increase in vegetables. There Is no predicting the reasons for our ups and downs* 
We hear a new guard officer does not approve abuse. Have another heavy cold, temp. 
101. accused from work for two days, but not allowed to He down which is lOOjS of 
any obtainable treatment. Papers indicate that Germany Is hard pressed. How we 
yearn for mall and EC packages, but none come. Weather clojtdy, but warm. Four acre* 
of sweet potatoes being planted and Beajo fertilizer being used. 

13 Mar '43* Inspection by a POW officer from Tokyo. Some interviews were al- 
lowed and all reported the lack of food and abuse. Ho work this week on account of 
weather, but rice and vegetables reduced. Cold better, but the days long- Col. 
Banker with severe and general beri-berl shown to the inspector and the camp com- 
mrucdant *ras told to Increase his food, and the rest of us seemed to profit also. 
Abuse leas c but no telling what to expect. 1 herd goats every second day. Air raid 

^■•'lli. n*» m/».f —^ nil „„-,*<,.„j *• _ v -,„i-„ (\~.*.~.t- i<«. T* *- -»-,-,~»*f -.J *-V"-*-. m -l-«-s 

has received 480,000 pieces of mail for PQWs e but none has arrived at this camp 
so far. 

17 Mar '43: Col. Bunker died last night from nutritional edema. Some visiting 
Jap doctors seemed to graip our need of more fats and proteins and the food is . 
improved with some potatoes and better rice,, Guards not beating us now. My low 
weight was 14Q two weeks ago, aid am showing areas of emaciation™ I an exhausted 
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1943 by slight activity and need to lie down. I mast not lose more weight. Have taken 
up four inches in my waist band,, When quiet I feel very well, Worrysome over lack 
of news and prolongation of our imprisonment. Weather warmer, but little sunshine. 
The Jap attitude toward us seems %o have improved at present.- Some pork in the coup 
today. Heading a travel book on Scotland*. Lyle got his letter back from the censor 
today to change three words. The letter is over three months old, and it develops 
the letters we wrote Dec. 1, '42 are still in camp. A prisoner rates nothing, not 
even an ansiver to a simple aueation. There is no response to anything that smacks 
of humanity. 

20 Mar '43: Two pigs butchered today. The whole attitude for a better era is 
evident. This seems strange after the terror we have gone thru. Pood more in auan- 
tity, but still low in proteins. I am told that I show more loss of weight than 
anyone in camp. I sure am skinny and weak, but feel pretty good when resting. Great 
mental relief to not be threatened by the guards, 

22 Mar '43s Change of camp conrntaiders today. Speeches of good-bye, Good Lack 
and the old bologna of telling us to take care of our health. The retiring CO named 
Captain Imamura; the new comp commander is Lieut. Kogima. The second in command 
whom we call "Boots' 1 or "Snakeyes" is 2nd Lieut. Hakashima, is also detached. The 
other officer "Baggy-pants" Lieut. Wakaahugi is remaining. We are told that we will 
get some sugar and EC packages today. A great uplift in morale, especially having 
received pork in our soup last Friday. This is the first time I have not been ex- 
cessively hungry. The camp interpreter's name is "Koga" - San (Mister). They say 
the war will be over in one or two years. "We must have good will between America 
and Japan". 

24 Mar '43: Official weighing today - everyone shows a loss - I am down to 
140 - a loss of nine pounds? since 25 Jan or the past sixty days. Inadequate protein 
altho the quantity of foe : lias been slightly increased. One third gram of protein 
below maintenance per kilo of weight. Tons of EC food has arrived in the storerooms 
but undelivered until the « ^ps receive "advice from Tokyo". All disappointed and 
hungry but we can only await their pleasure. We expect the EC food will only reduce 
the Jap ration. Tough going with lots of food and can't have it. The list is in- 
voiced as follows* 

Cocoa, 1456 tins 

corned beef - 1,000 lbs 

meat and vegetables 5,600 

sugar, 16,500 lbs 

salt 3,000 lbs 

shoes 1179 prs. 

parcels, 1722 lbs 

medical supplies - two cases 

Individual packages contained: toilet soap, sugar, tea, coffee, cocoa, dry 

tomato julce t fruit drops, fruit pudding, peas, fruit salad and margarine. We nrxst 
await their compassion as to time and method of distribution, Hope we get personal 
packages and even amounts for approximately 400 perole in camp. Pocket knives, 
straight razors, and table knives taken up yesterday as they said such things were 
being improperly used in other camps. Jflxtra shoes turned in. The new camp commander 
is a new broom sweeping clean and we hope he will remedy our proteins at once. 



•--«£)$$?& 
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1943 , 26 Mar '43s Tons of RC food but we can't have an issue until directed by Tokyo, 
There are 150 sacks of sugar which we need badly. Its arrival in camp has resulted 
in the Jap discontinuing their occasional issue- 276 yen was handed to Gen W a in- 
wrlght today stating It was a welfare donation from the Pope in Rome. This amounts 
to 87 sen per prisoner and will make it passible for us to have 8 or 9 potato cakes 
which we have enjoyed at 10 sen per -which have been occasionally allowed by the Jap 
A scroll was presented to Gen Wainwrl£ht headed by a well-worded expression of our 
thanks and each asked to sign under Gen Walnwright ' s name for transmission to the 
Pope The next morning the Japs took the money from Gen, Walnwright saying they 
were vjaiting instructions as to Its distribution,, Gen. Wainwright was later In- 
formed that the money would be deposited to our respective postal savings account 
so instead of receiving any food pleasure it turns out that the Pope is helping the 
Japs support the war, 

SI Mar '43: Inspected todar by the head of prison camps on Taiwan. A sour 
colonel very stiff with no snilss to spare - given lots of attention. We paraded 
in the AM. Air raid and fire drill in P.M. All paraded at attention one and a half 
hours to await his departure when it was supposed only to be for ten minutes. Ho 
excuses given - supper one hour late. 

APRIL 1 Apr *43i Generals and orderlies numbering 117 notified this am to move to- 
morrow to a camp 60 kilos south. Hog killed to go with them. It will give us more 
room and signs of better treatment all around. Four ounces of sugar issued today - 
the first for two months. We hope for some RC supplies soon but the word now is 
that our supply mast be divided between all Taiwan camps. 

9 Apr '43: Cold snap to 53 degrees the past four days - all very uncomfortable* 
Food very low. Less than half in necessary proteins. I am still losing - 138 lbu 
today and weak - no subcutaneous tissue at all. An American soldier was caught 
stealing food at 4:00 am. We all got up for roll call. The camp commander was told 
all of us were vexy hungry and he said some RC supplies could be Issued tomorrow 
and a pig will be killed. We are slowly starving a nd morale very low. No war news 
in the past four weeks so we know nothing of Europe or Asia. Feel things must be 
better for the Allies. Air raid blackout each night so our planes must be near. 

Sun out today - the first time in ten days and some warmer. I am so hungry and 
dlxzy on any exertion. We have more room since the generals were transferred. 

10 Apr "43i Darkest before dawn. A EC package was Issued to each POW at 7 last 
eve and never was it needed more. Received one chocolate bar - 2 small cans of 
sugar, one package of tea, 4 ornces of syrup, one can of bacon, one can of gelatine, 
one bar of soap, one small can of margarine, one can condensed milk, one can toma- 
toes, one can apple pudding, one n-fja of cheese, one can of crackers, one can of 
creamed rice, one can of steak ;/ I tomato pudding. All British RC from South Africa. 
I first ate the chocolate with crackers and cheese. Kevnr appreciated food so much. 
Corned beef, cocoa, sugar and salt y^t to be issued. All in storage here thru the 

T N r*^'*'. *^ ^ ~*r*> rt *i J 4 ■*■ ■■ J ***r *-~* 4>-*- ^-^ V,--*— ■■" -. ■—* » a — - - - *-- V - -. » . *<4p _.** au ,,. ,. J.T.- «. 

A POW Is certainly dependent upon hig enemy's compassion. 

16 Apr '43: RC supplies grand but resulted In the cut of the Jap rice and soup 
thus little gain is evident. Corned beef 3 ounces oer day allowed. Scarcely any Jap 
vegetables have entered the camp the last few days and it sure is discouraging. 
Pig killing postponed. It's our pig but dependent on. Jap decisions. Have been vac- 
cinated and Inoculated for dysentery and typhoid the past fev/ days. I have a very 
sore arm and there are many reactions among the prisoners. Fire Drill yesterday. 
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1943 As I was about three seconds late In. getting into line I was screamed at and 

threatened by "Baggey-pants". An a result I was required to carry water in the 
cold rain barefoot altho the Jnp say "take care cf your health". One day the Japan- 
ese seem human and the next day brutes. No vmr news except propaganda hatred for 
the US. How will it all end is our daily question* 

22 Apr '43; Past week have been a bed patient with a virulent bronchitis and 
daily temp from 99 to 103. Several chills due to low resistance. Third cold since 
Xraas. Low ration but RC tides us alone. I an as weak, as a baby but getting better- 
ITo gain in weight. Have put down the date of next Dec. as freedom. Only an optim- 
istic guess. Here over 8 months* RC shoes issued to those needing them, only sugar 
and three ounces of neat daily for ono \ie*\-„ 

28 Apr '43: Week - weight 138. Warm sun. Have been in bed for ten days and 
some better. Stomach ups^t with vegetables tops and sugar. Rumors of going hone 
soon. Signs of moving and the Japs are butchering pigs and making 400 shipping tags 
etc. It may be an exchange or a parole « I hope so. 

***•* 1 : '-fey 8 43s Another month and fiat with a gas tro- Intestinal upset,. Loss of 

appetite, Nauseated,, Rice and soup repulsive,, weight 134. Can hardly stagger about. 
In bed 93$ of the time with Lyle riding herd* Col. C-illespie gave me an egg yester- 
day and another one today. Lyle got them soft boiled and they tasted fine, Hope to 
eat some RC meat tomorrow. I are some sight but feel a little better today* A FOW is 
sure out of luck when 111. To the Jape death means one less mouth to feed. Today 
completes 16 months as a ROW, 

6 May '43: Back on appetite again, up and about, bronchitis about well. Sickest 
I have ever been, Walking some now and getting an egg and milk a day from the sick 
bay. Ara a real skeleton and all are remarking about it. Wish they. would stop it. 
Am feeling very much better and hope to gain a few pounds. 31 enlisted men, 26 Amer- 
icans and 5 Dutch transferred to a work camp. It is rumored that we all move to an- 
other camp soon, Wish they would let us alons as comfortable but something always 
keeps us wondering and restless. Papers indicate Germany being hard pressed. Ho newe 
given out to us except Jap. 100/j successes and America and Britain must be annihil- 
ated. Corregidor fell a year ago today. How we long for mail and home. Hot a line 
have I had from home for over 16 months but pray all is well. 

11 May *43: RC packages, sugar, cocoa, vegetables and corned beef issued today. 
Jap say North Africa about finished. All doctors examined hy Camp Commandant as to 
our identifications. A red letter day for our hopes. I am feeling much better and 
am taking r.ome exercise sweeping in front of the barracks. Milk a nd one egg are my 
daily tonic. Wonderful to feel that I am gaining in strength. 

13 May '43; All agog today as ordered to wash Jap linen and pack our heavy 
baggage. Where, when or why we Imow not. Issue received of sugp.r and cocoa. Many 

minora,. Th*»v qmr p r^nnn Firvwo -For- -n<*, C'l r*fl T Ti^ttc .-.t7 , ~r!'-*V 1 "fno'ir 1 ' *.rt Tw>r»k nnfl nslV. 

The hope of a better environment is a grand tonic-, wine stiall portions of milk and 
12 eggs completes my extra diet. 

18 May '43s Part of heavy baggage and furniture gone. We are ready to depart 
on an hour's notice s Th. -jay now we may be here another 4 ;en days. There are rumors 
of a revolution Gem.-.. Feel .. have gained several .pounds. 
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1943 30 May '43: Official weighing - weight 145. Gain of nine pounds in past 30 

days. It is all due to the RC and the egg and milk tonic as the Jap ration is very 
scant, 

36 May '43: Evidently a change in moving plans as we wait from day to day. 
Three hogs butchered and the rest sold. The Camp Commandant interviewed an American, 
British and Dutch colonels as to betterment of our welfare. All asked for more food 
and mail. Without the EC wo couldn't carry on. He promised fruit, potatoes and beam 
for our soup. During the butchering our soldiers filled several buckets with blood 
which they coagulated by heating, added a little salt and served to the camp. I 
tried some but it was too sickening for me. We worry about each meal of rice and 
dear vegetable soup. It looks like better treatment and a move to the other side 
of the island may make more food available. We have cleaned the grounds and swept 
the streets. As soon as all was tidy the Jap brought in about two tons of straw 
and dumped it in front of our barracks to be used for packing purposes. It could 
just as well have been dumped 150 yards ferther near the storehouses but all pris- 
oners were called out to carry it in our arms and then again to sweep up the area. 
With this type of management we wonder how they prosecute a war. The guards are 
quiet and the general atmosphere more calm. There are many conjectures where we are 
going. Hopeful for the doctors and the sick may get started home ere long. Nearly 
17 months a prisoner without one line of mail. Hours are long with no encouraging 
war news. Just waiting. 

30 May *43: Testerday a strange birthday when I became 60 years of age. Very 
homesick. For birthday gifts Lyle presented me with some sugar. Ken presented a 
toothbrush and a golf ball and Ralstead some cigarettes. Low on RC supplies and 
Ken loaned me a bit of sugar. My birthday dinner was clear vegetable soup covered 
with breakfast coffee grounds, green kohlrabi leaves and one ounce of corned beef. 
Obtained three ounces of coffee and three ounces of beef thru the RC. We would be 
starving on the Jap ration alone. No word of our move but for the past two weeks we 
have been on one hour's notice. Heavy baggage gone and the Jap give out no inform- 
ation. Am gaining in strength and feel the move is to better things. May be re- 
patriation for doctors. We rather expect a visit by a RC representative for neutral 
information but can't out guess the Japs. We asked for special food for today as 

it is an American holiday and we got 25 lbs of pork for 250 people. 

31 May '43: Visited today by a RC representative from Tokyo. One American, one 
Dutch, one British and two enlisted men were interviewed. The Japs were present and 
to each of our complaints they interjected liars, fools, and dogs. The PX store was 
photographed having been set up with some stores Just as if we had been receiving 
the same. The uhole visit was pure eye-wash, A banana was issued today - the first 
since 27 Dec - a period of five months. The Japanese told the HC visitor that we 
purchased raj^ularly thru the local markets - what a lie. The RC man said that our 
families were notified of our status several months ago, and he thought our post- 
cards mailed last March had gotten thru. He said there were lots of RC supplies in 

South Africa r*T*H thnt anw fliiirF« h"? "So°n C B .bl$d fOTt. 

JOTS 2 June *43: A POV 17 months today. Heat seems to be on again. Tiraded last eve 
by a Jap corporal when he suddenly entered our squad rooms because we didn't im- 
mediately salute with a bow. The call "Kiotsuke" or attention, as formerly required, 
is not now sufficient. It must be immediately followed by "Keirei" or salute in 
unison with a bow. We complained to the interpreter tloat we had never been previous- 
ly instructed on this program. His reply v a s angrily stating that we were all fools 
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1943 It is all apparently d .0 our coop- -sat of tre food to the EC representative and 
a ;° mei ^porter. ThiS a cor P° Tpl ' '- e me *w " six times as the wash stand, 
although I bowed prom ./ on apprc* 1. backing low to leave on the 6th or 7th. 
Generals return on the 5th to go w: h us. 

6 June '43: Generals returned on the 5th, except 14 retained for another camp, 
ihose retained included Wainwright , Moore and King. Yesterday packed all I could 
carry* Bedding roll out this AM. Have slept on the floor for one week with two 
blankets. Squads scolded by a San Francisco interpreter for sitting on our bunks 
waiting for roll call. W e hear this new interpreter named "Tamanako" is to accompar 
us and serve as the Interpreter for the new camp. One of f our soldiers from San 
Francisco recognized him as a former classmate in High School. W e are to leave earl 
tomorrow with some bread and canned neat for the trip. Expect a rough trip. 

mMgm 9 June '43: The trip is over. Very rugged, but full of human interest. Now at 
iJhirakawa, 50 kilometers north of Takao on the west coast of Taiwan. Left Karenko 
at 9 j 30 AM June 7th and hiked at a fast pace to the docks a distance of four kilo- 
meters. The walk required 50 minutes and my hand-bag, package of food, canteen and 
clogs were very heavy. Very warm, but overcast. Boarded the "HUNA MAHJ«, 1000 tons, 
at 11:00 AM, and in a hold of two decks. Sailed at noon, north, at 13| knots, 
shrilling debarkation in heavy swellB. landed on a sand beach at a small village 
accompanied by our goats, rabbits and much baggage and equipment. All ashore by 
8:00 PM, and marched one and one half kilos up hill to a railroad station. While 
awaiting out in the dirty road for a train to be called, we were told to sit down 
in the dust and rest. At 9:30 we were ordered by our friend from San Francisco "get 
on your feet you lazy dogs". We were crowded on to a 3rd class special train, 80 to 
each coach. Sitting on bare boards with br.cks straight up and down. Left Suo at 
IK^ft 10i0 ° PM ^ reached Tainan at 10 « 30 AM the next day. Not a wink of sleep. All 

blinds required down, but we could peek around the edges when the guards were not 
near and noted that we were travelling thru miles and miles of agricultural land 
planted in sugar cane, sweet potatoes and other types of vegetables. It appeared 
to be very fertile ground. We were closely guarded on the trip by 64 soldiers. 
Their rifles were loaded in front of our formation at Karenka as an exhibition. We 
ate canned beef and coarse bread for five meals. At Tainan we were served hot tea, 
and then loaded into small sugar cane cars, fifteen per car and off at 11:30 for 
camp about 30 kilos inland. The tiny railroad trip was very rough and hot, and the 
guards made us sit flat and all very tiresome. At the end of the line we hiked 4 
kilos to camp and a truck hauled our heavy hand luggage part of the way. In camp 

™ a reTy tired kttBch* After some bread and meat, we \^ere assigned barracki 
space. There were bamboo beds with no mattresses so we all slept on the floor. At 
8:30 PM we were given 2 blankets and three bananas. I turned in on 2 blankets with 
hand bag for a pillow and slept soundly until the bugle sounded at 6:30 AM. After 
the long 29 hour trip we were all in and the floor v;as our beautyreBt mattress. 
ihere was a heavy tropical rain soon after we arrived and the flooding eaves were 
a God-sent shower for a dirty crowd. West Taiwan is flat, and we saw thousands of 
acres of rice, sugar cane, sweet potatoes, and frenerpl Gardening. >/e are -woMsert 
natter iood, and today received better soup and some bananas. Mangoes are plentiful 
and we hope to receive some. This is a fair camp with bungalow type barracks, and 
will have a mattress when bedding rolls arrive. However, dufile bag and cot is here, 
shipped two weeks ago from K a renko, ao have a cot and OK with two blankets. S u P ds 
formed today, forty each, with eight to a room, I am in rooi.i #20, with Lyle, 
Williams, ./eatherby, McMillan, Curtis, V/ilterdinlc, and Halstead. Morale is up and 
we look forward to bettor food and. interesting developments. The Jap atmosphere 
appears good* 



*fis^jis# 
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1943 13 June '43: Getting organized and treatment flood, but food has fallen off 
with the arrival, of "Baggey-Pants". Very thin vegetable soup, and no fruit, but 
may be due to three days of constant rain. Sun out today, and 1 got all my laundry 
done and dried. Soma mattresses issued, but still sleeping on the floor. KG and 
baggage not here yet, so short of clothes and food. The camp is surrounded by a 
high bamboo fence, with a hospital building being constructed. As we are near the 
pert of Takao and everything appearing * temporary" we all hope to leave in a few 
weeks and very hopeful of an exchange hoiaa. It would be grand to hear a radio and 
get sens mail. Won 13th month now as a?Otf, and it maid be wonderful to be free 
again as we are all deprived of every convenience. Think I have gained 10 or 15 
lbSo 8 and may be up to 150, however, an still pretty slander* It certainly will be 
a thrill when I can erase the constant hunger and food worries., 

« 17 June "43: In the land of vegetables,, but not getting them. Would starve 
without KC meat* Our old Kareako Commandant Capt. Immainura took command yesterday. 
Said we were lucky to be in a rich country,, but comcunications were poor. Papers 
report the Japanese fought to the last man In Attu, It said they were a brave 2000 
and ue lost 6000* Two bananas yesterday- Very inconvenient without baggage, not yet 
arrived. Nothing to read and hours long, but hopeful that the doctors will get home 
this year. 

10 June '43J This is called Camp Shirawaka, four kilos from Kagi. After very- 
poor food for three dpys some sweet potatoes cane in so the soup has improved. 
Water shut off at 3.00 PM yesterday and turned on at noon today without warning or 
explanation so two meals with soiled dishes, and no face washing. I got up at 5; 30 , 
AM on hearing rain, and caught a basin of water and a bath from the eaves. The Japs 
tell U3 nothing, apparently to heckle, but we are used to it. Some of our heavy 
baggage came yesterday and received my bedding roil, but suitcase is not here, and 
with no baggage today 150 of us await their pleasure. The temperature is 85 and too 
hot for sleep in our small eight bed squad room. 

31 June '43J First day of summer and siesta hours, 1 to 3 r begin today. My 
suitcase arrived in a damaged condition, but contents were intact. A new era seems 
to have dawned with the best food and treatment yet accorded. KC issue yesterday 
of 3 lbs of sugar, four cans of corned beef and some yellow wate melon. Our monthly 
allowance is raised-from T4C to Y80, so we expect our sweet potatoes and fruit will 
be charged to our/ account. The RQ food has saved many lives from starvation., I am 
gaining daily and no longer hungry. Officers do no more work, and the guards do not 
heckle us. Wonderful relief after a long period of constant worry. The Geneva Treaty 
more and more complied with and all feel that the doctors end the sick may go hone 
by 15 Aug. The war news is more favorable, and the Japanese annihilation is a great 
shock to them who swear revenge, etc., but now is the time for them to bargain 
before they experience a total military defeat* Our presort status is 180 degree 
turnabout. We may all get exchanged, but certainly the doctors and the sick. 

23 June '43: A day of thanksgiving as all HC supplies given out„ Permission 

■-/an uLiujJi^ *-«,.«..> s;i~ *j ^ii^jgey^f.-— - >-i- — — -v. - ■ _■■ - ' \., T "t 

he said "Issue to all". We got three parfcels for each four, so I divide with iyle. 
I'.cMillan and Kalstead. We also received four large cans of corned beef and three 
cans of meat and vegetables and about 2 lha of sugar each- I lore vegetables for 
poup after a lean dry, also a banana iasued. Hope the food keeps up. 
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1943 26 June '43: Col. Frank Breslna of Coronado died this morning with coronary 

occlusion. A good friend of mine and a co-go at -herder.. We had many visits together, 
and upon his request, a Masonic funeral service was held this morning with over 50 
present. Our food continues good, our morale is high with war rumors of our offen- 
sive and getting home this year*, 

JULY 1 July »4S: The beginning of another fiscal year. This camp is a bad malarial 
and dengue area™ Over 30 new cases of malaria.. McMillan and Lyle are down with the 
Ae type e but not serious* A great deal of ditch draining is under way by P0Wb„ The 
Benjo hygiene is bad and the Japs say they can't get coolie labor* Food continues 
good with 2 to 3 bananas nearly every day„ Inspection by Cole Tanaka yesterday* 
Chief of Staff of the Taiwan army, and the. day before we were inspected by a genorrJ 
from Tokyo, heed of the PQW information Bureau. Today ends 18 months as a POW for 
me. a strange interlude in life c 

4 July '43: A strange Fourth, but upon our request the Japs gave us extra food. 
We received 7 bananas each e some cookies and pork in the evening soup, but rice is 
our daily bread- Eumor yesterday reports the Japs will give independence to the 
Philippines in November, (Face saving). It is rumored that the Japs will withdraw 
from China this fall so hope the war is closing. We are not bothered here with 
petty rules, but freedom would be wonderful. So far I have escaped malaria. Lyle 
and McMillan better. Over 300 cases on the list, 

14 July '43: Usual routine., Food down and it is a constant worry from meal to 
meal. Jap troops are training nearby and evidently cut down the market supplies* 
cfe receive no mangoes, but have received a few over-ripe bananas. Soup better today* 
All of us on camp cleaning details. Very noisy barracks, and get little undisturbed 
sleep. The overflowing Benjo is relieved somewhat by eight year old school children 
(boys and girls) getting the material for their gardens*. The malaria cases are 
declining, following drainage precautions and all of us wearing long trousers and 
shirts after dark. One case of diphtheria in camp. Hot days with heavy rains. All 
drinking "cooked water". We get a rumor that our forces are in Sicily after the 
capture of Pantelaria, Italy, they say, can't be taken on p.ccount of plenty of 
drinking water there. We so hope to be home by Xmas. 

18 July '43: A other Sunday and church cancelled on account of the heavy rain, 
but all are detailed to clean up the wood pile for an inspection tomorrow. Lights 
out all day, too dark to read. All a part of their hedO-ing policy. The food is 
average. No ne ;a and day by day we wait and wonder. I hrve 3:00 A;: Benjo watch 
tonight. Malaria less with more precautions. Lyle and McMillan well. McMillan 
received a telegram from his wife yesterday , 16 months old. We have not received 
any mail to date. 

24 July '43: The inspector of Taiwan prison camps here on the 21st - stern 
looking colonel - we hear today that he said we mst all work or not eat, so guess 
it is another farm project. The British complained yesterday of our low food, as 

•qual the energy at output as proven at Karenko. There we left all of oxir energy 
on eight acres with no returns. It is tough to be a POW in Jap tends. Our only 
relief is freedom, but when? We hear no direct war news and are left to wonder. 
. Heavy rains each day, with no lights and very dark. 
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1943 27 July '43: M Baggey=pants l! gave us some accounting of our past farm project* 
Total subscribed YOOOO, balance on hand T2500. All we received was 12 s/4 pigs and 
1000 eggs for the hospital and 10 chickens in our aoup„ Spent Y1500 for enlisted 
men's working clothes,, Pigs Y93C B goats YB30, chickens Y50 rabbits Y50 ., Y108 for 
30,000 potato vinos that dled e Y332 for Benjo carts f The lumber was ten times the 
value of the aniir-als, Y300 for rabbit hutches., Freight for lumber and animals from 
Karenko to Shirakava Y166.43. Trucking Y16.Q2, pig feed Y400, water pipe Y838. The 
farm products cost ten times their value in the open market, yet we didn't get them. 
Tools Y3C0, Nails Y52.8Q. Pigs sold Y409.20, Hides Y7.18, Veterinarian fees Y50. 
Visiting doctors at Karenko Y25. Roofing paper 135.47 ad - nasuatam. 

^29 July f 43: "Baggey-pants" says that we cannot see the papers for a while* 
'/« think Italy may be out, and other news not good for the Japanese* "Baggey-pants" 
says all prisoners better pray for the Japs to irln. The camp rumor now says all 
prisoners will be executed if the Japs lose the war. Comforting thought. I don't 
believe it as have always thought ue will be treated better when we are winning., 

30 July '43: Weight today 147*-, only 2| gain since 30 May. I thought I had 
gained more as feel good. Do hope we doctors can get away in Augusta Food is much 
below average, and it would be bad if RC did not help. 

AUGUST 7 Aug '43; Inspected 4 August by the Jap Comnander in Chief of Taiwan after 

days of cleaning by all hands. F^od low. Soup almost clear water* V/ e hear King £m~ 
manuel is in charge of Italy and ;*j.Bsolinl out, but no confirmation. No papers for 
a month. We hear more prisoners are expected soon. Dreary days with rain and lights 

kept out. 

9 Aug *43: Twenty-one British in from Hong Kongo Officers harshly told "No work 
. no food." "Sign the escape clause auickly and no alibis". Three days crossing in a 
: m$M powered lighter. 

16 Aug '43: A big day. Telegram from Vera saying all well„ First word in nearly 
20 months, A strange experience, but just words gave me a great uplift in morale,, 

No feel shw knows where I am. Hope can get free soon. Such a waste of time at ray 
age. "Baggey-pants" detached today and good for us alio 

17 Aug «43: Here on Taiwan one year and 10 weeks in this camp. Food a little 
better with occasional fruit. Io weight gain, but I am not losing. 

23 Aug '43: 125 British and Dutch in on the 20th from copper mines and work 
camps. They are a sad emaciated bunch, and their hardships had been terrible. News 
of Italy out. Allied advances. Germany near the end, etc. There are rumors of the 
Generals leaving here. Food poor. It is raining less, but very fcot. We wait and hope 

SEPT 10 Sept *435 Two weeks ago yesterday, Aug. 25th, I entered the hospital with 
a temp of 104?;, a heavy cc md an attack of malaria. Very ill and took over 100 
rrains of quinine to breat 5 . temperature in six days. Never was so knocked out 
with heavy night sweats an mtinued diarrhea, Conrolete Ions of nTrnetite„ V»ut plwri 
an egg per day? Bananas stc^ ed for the past week. Have lost weight as the soup is 
non^nourishing, but today appetite iu returning and have had some extra rice. Camp 
full of rumors. Burope out, Nips give out no information, but say they will fight 
on and victor;' is in the hands of God, Medical credentials examined again. Ilaybe 
the doctors and sick will be repatriated soon, Oh, to be free and able to get some 
food; V«*ry hot days and nights long, but I am much better with a normal temperature. 
It 1g a beastly experience,, but most of us feel that the end of the war is near. 
I probably v'eigli about 140 and should be out of the hospital in another week. 
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1943 14 Sept *43: Still in the hospital* Temp normal, but quite weak. W.ight 146 
.to&ayo Inspection by the Jap CO of Taiwan prison camps. He said the war had made 
vast changes, but we rast be treated as PQWs. It sounds like a veiled admission 
that oil is not well with them. Uot a word about Europe, but we feel that it is 
finished, there. We receive no news and the guards caution us not to talk. The 
inspector said to guard our health so that we could go hone well. We wonder when., 
but waito Nearly 21 months as a prisoner Sfot a line of mail. Strange experience. 
Doctors all checked up so we might get a break with repatriation We v. r ait and hope. 

18 Sept '43; Official weighing today on the balance scales,, Weight 140. % 
weight of 146 a few days ago was a mistake on spring scales,, Feeling f,ood. c but weak, 
and look like a skeleton., Temp, nors»?l c but kept la the hospital to build up„ where 
the doctors are giving ue extra rice. After 13 dpya bananas appeared, so get 2 or 3 
a day. Need meat and fats, but only get rice and soupo Eleven goats in th« soup foul 
•days ago, and the rest, numbering ten, promised for next week, May it end soon B and 
I will enjoy putting on about 43 pounds « Interval sleeping makes nights long and 
tiresome . Am taking -£- hour walks daily a Camp on a water ration. Everything is run 
on a ehCGStringo 

22 Sept '43: Two years ago arrived in Manila. Ho thought of 21 months as a 
prisoner of war ia two years , Deplorable water shortage in camp<> Not enough for 
body or dish washings AH very dirty, but the Nips issued a little soap today* 
Conditions are bad for skin diseases.. After waiting three weeks for promised sugar 
scm«s arrived today, but held for three more days to show full FX shelves to an 
inspector- Good books are "Happy Countries" by Buckley, "Fair Harbor* by Lincoln, 
"Jiock and Sand 1 ' by Jacobs, "Testament of Youth" by Vera Brlttain. Peeling stronger, 
but only walked J hour per day and am easily fatigued. 

25- Sept '43: All water has to be carried from an old wall about one quarter 
mile away. Prisoners w*xTy it all in our food buckets and two thirds must be put 
in the Jap kitchen,, ifo water for baths and barely an ounce for dishwashing and 
drinking after boiling. Long hours on the farm for those able to work. I am excused 
for age. Yesterday we had a visit from the Swiss and Swedish consuls at Kobi. They 
asked about mail, work, food, etc* But, of course, all questions asked in theppres- 
ence of Jap officers. Our first contact with neutral governments and hope it will 
improve things. Conditions are very trying. About 100 letters arrived, some getting 
several, but none for me. Very disappointing, as I know there are many for me, as 
well as parcels but nothing has been received after 21 months as a POW, Just fin* 
ished a good book "The Blindman* e House" by Walpole. Hopeful that this may all end 
in 1943. An still in the hospital and feel some gain on extra, rice,. Freedom will 
be wonderful after a message from home. I worry about my family, but at least they 
can see the newspapers. 

29 Sept '43; Out of the hospital after a period of five weeks. Feel well, but 
thin.Off of fare work list, so have nothing harder to do than shelling peanuts and 
preparing vegetables in the kitchen. When on these details an extra, cup of rice is 
allowed for lunch after three hours work. Anyway it Is one move nearer home, I 

OCT 8 Oct '43; Am doing very well outside of the hospital,, but have lees to eat. 

I don't receive work rice as I am excused from all work being over sixty. Those who 
work receive a little more rice than those who do not. Humors; of Gerinany "Tasaine" 
and Italy " Walkeri". All could fold here any day if the Japn would ouit. Hope to be 
oat by Xmas or early spring. Mail in today, but none for me. Some have received over 
30 letters, The following books on China are very roods "The Maker of Heavenly 
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ters, The following books on China are very goods "The Maker of Heavenly 
ra", "The Gate -of JIaopy Sparrows", and "The Te.nple of Mostly Experience 6 , by 



>are„ lire. Sheplier:!. vcv~ \ioy" thsra. Cooler now and blanket nasded at night 
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1943 15 Oct '43: V/elghed today - 139j - loss of J pound in the past month, but feel 
mur.i better.* Wrote John today. Have received no mail tc date, Still have great 
hopes of being out by Xmas, 1943 „ 

22 Oct "43S Am in the midst of a malaria relapse with another heavy colds The 
Commandant told all of us yesterday in answer to protests over Benjo carrying^ 
was not punishment or not degrading as it is done by all Japanese, He said Germany 
was expected to win in Europe and the Japanese win here or fight to the last woman 
and child We feel it an admission of early loss. And atill our morale is high for 
an early release., 

NOV 1 Nov '43: Another month and the 22nd as a POW tomorrow., We get no news or mail 
so all days are alike., The Nips gave us soap,, toothbrush es s toothpaste and powder* a 
towal and three handkerchiefs., Their first gifts to us. The camp rule* are easy and 
a marked change from a year ago. Food is better ao we hope our bad days are over,, 
I My cold end malaria are better and just waiting,, 

il Nov J 43i No change. 31 prisoners in from Java with four Americana and the 
balance British and Dutch,, Ensign Leavit brings us news of the Houston's sinking 
and survivors. News of South Pacific successes and the European newa indicates that 
Germany will aoon finish. The food is fair today e but there is no increase yet to 
feed the new POUs. Cold still hangs on, but better* How 1 long for some bread, eggs, 
bacon, etc A futile existence with no news or mail. Dull routine with waiting. 
Forecasts are from four to sixteen months more p but I hope it will be over in three 
months or less. Yfater shortage -'rioua. Carry dally from outside well. Laundry and 
dishes are washed out of a tin can, 

$$§$$1 18 Nov • 43: Usual routine but encouraging rumors. Food fair, some extra from 

Danielson. Much cooler today. Cold five weeks old today, but nearly well again. 
The PX is able to supply ub with some spices,, catsup and Byrup. Two weeks of severe 
pain with a gluteal carbuncle. Size of an orange and the only dressings consisted 
of toilet paper. Cut of the past six months I have been /sick two months with/ 
colds and malaria. Humor says big drives in the South Pacific and ilurope. Co hope 
the end will come Boon. Nearly two yeaTB as a P0W» Usual routine and fair food - 
weight now is 140. Am 30 hungry for meat, 

DEC 2 Dec '43: A P0*J 23 months today. Commandant detached yesterday. Hope the new 
one is kind. The sanitation of the camp is very low. All BenjoB overflowing and 
flies bad. Carbuncle nearly well. 

15 Dec '43s The new commandant is a Lieut, who reported on the sixth from the 
mines, but appears cooperative. The food and PX has sho\m some improvement. He is 
strict on discipline,, saJntlng and lightB turned off promptly when not needed. 
Usual routine with cooler and cloudy days. Am feeling better with extra rice from 
Danielson. Nips say muddy shoes have been soiling floors for over 100 years and they 

23 Dec '43; Weighed today 141,4 lbs - gain of one and a half pounds the past 
month* Feel much better. Critical camp inspection by 7 Nipponese groups on the 21st, 
Cleaner camp under the new Commandant. Extra food coining in for iimap. One duck for 
each ten PO'J, three pig3 to butcher, sugar e buns, catsup, candy, etc. Roosr, being 
decorated by the colorec aps of cigarette covers, etc. Absolutely no news. 
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1943 26 Dec '43: Xmas cane nnd goneo Commandant made a speech to us on the 24th 
and told ixs to thank God we were safe and under the protection of the Jap Army. 
He wishes us a Merry Xrtas and cave us no particular news * the Pacific area. 
Germany is malting a counter-offensive near Kiev. Hooseveltj, Stalin and Churchill 
net in Fer3ia<, He said there was an attempt -to assassinate Roosevelt but he reached 
Washington safely,, We feel war may be over by July 1944,, Grand food Xmas. Pork at 
noon and duck in the evening soup with oreaa,„ candy and sugar syrupo Athletic 
gameB and races in the PM 9 with a Happy Hour at 3s 30 PM, The octette sang. The rube 
orchestra by the British was very good, lioll call was extended to 9:00 PM and lights 
out at lOsOO PM r also the same hours allowed on Xmas -live,, We sang carols in seven 
locations again using King Wenceslaus. Morale good and Hips very kind to us, But I 
was homesick*. Getting stronger and face filling out some,, No mall or packages for 
me, but a few did receive someo 

1944 1 Jan 9 44s A New Year with no change for us, The Hips have a three day holiday, 
but no extra food for us, but they allow extra rice for helping the kitchen force 
prepare onions and beans. I get on this detail twice a week* 

Jan '44S Another Rescript Day. The Jap flags are flying, but no mention of 
it was made to us. An now on my third year as a POW. Have had three sessions pre- 
paring vegetables. More mail, but none for me. 

12 Jan , 44J Nearby bombing at 10sl5 last night which we took as our first mes- 
sage from home. There were about 20 heavy ones in a few minutes which threw the Jape 
into confusion. Sirens sounded and we blacked out the rest of the night. Getting no 
news is hard on morale . Papers today flay we lost 80 ships at Bougainville in one 
November night. There are columns of American abuse to Jap interns in the US„ We 
get no inkling of the end of the war. Feel it won't be long after Germany falls. 
Getting extra rice three times per week for onion peeling and dirt carrying. Feel~ 
Ing good physically with a weight at 140. Cigarettes today after ten days without. 
Food fair and treatment good t but greatly miss all common conveniences. 

28 Jan '44s Weighed today 148.5. A gain of seven pounds since Dec. 23. Have 
felt well and had more rice. Now have charge of the new shoe room since 24 Jan. 
and get extra work rice. I put up numbers for all FGW, making them out of small 
squares of paper with pen and Ink, and placing them with rice paste. All shoes must 
be in by 7s 00 pra» This procedure is a constant one in all camps to prevent us from 
escaping. Lieut. Hoki making a very good CO, no heat on and food better. Hope for 
a RC noon. We hear 2000 more Americans are on their way here. They say soon, but 
that means nothing in the Jap mind*. It is a strange experience to. have no war news 
or a letter for th& past 25 months. Waiting and hopeful. Usual routine daily in a 
California climate. 

FEB 9 Feb *44s Now in suspense for news. They tell us nothing. I have a feeling 
that Germany Is finished. If not, we are here indefinitely. Big British mail in. 
One British officer received 42 letters, nothing for Americans, -njoying extra rice 
for the shoe room job, but .earn for meat and bread. Dr. Braddock was knocked down 
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otherwise the routine is nuiet anu we waito 

14 Feb '44: Another birth .ay for John, Hope I d*on 8 t have to spend my third as 
a POW, Air warnings nearly every night 'so we feel our planes are near* We get absol- 
utely no nei-rso They have formed a first-aid squad of all 18 FOW doctors in camp, and 
we have to report to the hospital if there are any air alarms, We hear US Mail will 
arrive in a week and soma RC in two weeks. Usual routine. Feeling well. 
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1944 22 Feb '44; Wo teeth received temporary fillings today. A Joyful day. Mall 

announced for me. 1500 letters for Americans,, and I got 13, the first in 27 months, 
seven from Vera, two from John p tuo from Sam ( one from Manchester and one from the 
Shepards. Great hour and emotion flooded. All letters are from six to nine months 
old v but they seem very recent . Sorry to hear of the deaths of Fred ^vans and Dr.. 
C-endreaUo Must expect such bad news. An feeling fine and re-reading my mail.. Do 
hope my package arrives, but it is doubtful. 

25 Feb B 44: Little sleep last night, -Enjoying thinking of home, etc. Weighed 
today 150.7, a gain of two and two tenths pounds. Seems like may get home In a few 
months. 

MARCH 6 Mar '44 J Usual routine, A Jap propaganda crew are In taking movie* of the 
cauip and park, which they say. will be shown in the US. All scenes are especially 
arranged, and make us appear as if xrm were living in the land of milk and honey- 
No news- 97 days since seeing a newspaper* Occasional air alarms. It may be due 
to US planes from bases in Chins. 

21 Mar 8 44s Ho news or papers.. Two innpections. Ho rail or packages. Summer 
weather, Troops training near by, all quiet, food fair, no EC, 

23 Mar '44: Newspapers today after 100 days without wax news. Propaganda as 
usual a Japan and Germany are stronger than ever. The defeat of England and America 
is certain, all of which makes us feel as if Germany Is going out. 

25 Mar '44s Weighed today, gained three pounds - 153.7. Feel well. Gruel rice 
or Lugao now being served for breakfast. Over a month since mail was received. No 
sign of a package or EC food. The Kip treatment is quiet and no heat. 

APRIL 4 Apr *44« No change. No newSc Benjo bad. Several rainy days. 

8 Apr '44j Another day of thrills. Two letters from Vera dated Mar 29 and 
Apr 13, 1943. A. year old, but oh so good. So glad to know that those at home have 

my address, . - 

18 Apr '44: Mail again today, but none for me. Disappointed, but better luck 
next time. We long for war new3, but the Japs say nothing. 

22 Apr '44: Weight today 155.5. Gain of one and one tenth pounds. 

MAT 2 May *44: Inspection by the CO of Taiwan camps. Told we were being treated In 
an excellent manner regarding the provisions of the Geneva Convention. The was is 
in God' a hands, and it might be over soon. There was no bragging of their umial 
line, namely that every dead Japanese would teke ten Americans with him. He said 
that EC would come to us soon, also lots of mail., A very conciliatory talk. Haining 
steadily the past four days. I am preparing a small tract of ground for a veg- 

pastlme, Hope some radishes'" for my birthday but the weather is delaying planting. 
There are rumors of some transfers. I hope to sit tight until the) move for home. - 
It is almost indefinite. 
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1944 14 May '44J Mother's Day, and Chaplain Dindeman delivered a fine sermon. 

Wilterdink sang "Mother O 1 Mine"* Jap guns are roaring; around the hills with troops 
training- Planted vegetable: garden yesterdayo RC at Kagi. Expected daily and bo 
needed. They say it arrived in Japan last November over six months* ago. Very hot 
now, and soon the rains will begin- Benjo sanitation very bad- Thus we wait with 
no definite news. I read, walk and care for the 3ho3 room- Set work rice, and weigh 
155 but feel very well. 

10 Hey '44? RC received today after seven months In Japan- It was inspected by 
the Military Police, and all labels removed. All the food and cigarettes make a fine 
variety, and complimented by the Dutch and British, as well ae ourselves. Morale up 
with the additions to our rice and soup. First American cigarettes in two years., 

. 24 May '44s Weight today 160 , gain of four and a half pounds in the past month,. 
Four letters today, dated Feb,, Mar., and May of 1943. Great thrill. -Enjoyed RC, but 
no private package yet. Al^s well, just waiting. 

29 May '44; My 61st birthday- My third as a P0W, Many "well wishes" and the 
octette sang "Happy Birthday". Received some sugar from Lyle and a handkerchief 
from Ken, also some cigarettes from O'Day. Feeling well. 

JUHE 3 June '44i Two years ago today was transferred from Bilibid to Tarlac. The 
weather is hot and rainy. 

5 June "445 Surprise mail today. Three from Vera and one from John, dated May 
and June "43. So glad to hear from home. Cleaning camp for monthly inspection . Very 
hot- Heat on by the Japs after month of calm. Sergeants Gebot and Nugent caught 
m$im dressing a chicken preparatory to boiling over the camp's bricked-up furnace allowed 

for boiling coffee- The boys were locked up, and the fire-places destroyed. T .'e are 
all to stay off our beds, and the Jr. British Officer s a uads must turn in their 
camp-made stools and tables. General hazing. Those not desiring to vrork stay in the 
barracks. All this has come about by a letter being written to the Commander of 
Taiwan prison camps, pointing out many defects in the Jap application of the Geneva 
Treaty. a 8 an f q^j. auee t potatoes and other farm products have been given to Jap 
troops training nearby, all FOtfs have notified the Japs that no voluntary work will 
be done. Hence, work is stopped and every petty annoying rule they can think of is 
being applied. We are ordered not to visit other barracks, the park gate is closed 
and any walking muet only be in pairs as any assembly will be taken for a meeting 
plotting escape. Able to see the dentist today. Ill dayu since he told me my gums 
needed treatment, but he has kept putting ne off on account of the many emergencies. 
ihe pulp is exposed in the upper left eye tooth. Treated with RC medicine, but will 
loao tooth if abscess develops. It is tough to be a POtf, and shut off from help. 
The dentist is a British POlf and has only a few instruments and supplies. 

> 10 June '44! The Kips have had all workers sign yes or no for volunteer work. 

98$o voted "no". I didn't sign as excenpt thru ape and a "staff ,1ob„ 

12 June '44: H»at on. Ko shoes allowed during the day. .?0'J confined in the main 
area. At one PM roll call sounded and all ordered to stay in line outside of rooms 
and gennral searching began. At 3:00 PM. they reached my room and found nothing, but 
In the baggage room, whei ^ould not be present, my euitcat.e was opened, and lost 

2L5£ThiJ£ S? ♦?£* * ' aV " nr on saUi ^ fTon Sa * Francisco. For sentimental 
reasons I have written a .. er asMng for its return. All ol:i regulations are no-. 
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1944 in forceo No lying or sitting on beds during the daytime. Ho smoking except at 

table with common ash tray. No shower baths,, no park walks, card playing only on 
Sunday, no lights even on the darkest days except meal times. Food reduced, and 
expect PX to dose If there is to be no work, there will be no fun. 

15 June '44: A marked change from the free and easy routine of a week ago. 
iivery regulation is now in force. They say it is not punishment, because 98$ said 
they were not working voluntarily. At the time of ceasing work on the 12th the 
Nipponese were asked if we would be punished for not working, and they said "No". 

We are closely guarded and are deprived of all card playing or any form of amusement 
Me can now only smoke when seated on the benches at the table. Food reduced* No nore 
bread or other bits from the PX. Our -EC shoe repair unit has been dismantled. The 
park is definitely closed and no shoes are allowed. Guards are constantly patrolling 
thru the barracks, and mass punishment has been instituted, which is contrary to the 
Treaty. 30 enlisted men are in the brig, as under suspicion being connected inci- 
dent. In response to my letter to have my lighter returned the interpreter is look*, 
ing for it among the Nipponese soldiers. Soon be 2g years for me as a POU. Cjueer 
experience. Every normal convenience given up, absolutely no privacy. No intimation 
when the war will end. No news given to us, so we wait patiently and the hours 
really crawl like "paralytic centipedes" . 

16 June '44: Our CO away for 3 days, and we hoped the heat wave was abating, 
but he returned with renewed venom. Brig. Crawford to the brig for three days - 
shoes found in his room. Capt. Egan to the brig for five days - a dull butter knife 
found in his room. Col. Van Kamen, Dutch Medical Corps, one day, confinement for 
lying on his cot. Also, a British Lieut, receiving the Bane sentence. The guard 
rigidly enforce our not entering other barracks, outside of our own squad, more 
than two POtfs together in a meeting. No reclining on the floor or bench. Vigilante 
guard, no reading. No ealuting between prisoners of war. Emergency roll calls night 
and day. They say no punishment for not volunteering for work, but I?? It is so 
queer after months of laxness. Anything now to make us uncomfortable. It may be war 
reverses. Several inches of rain today. Wish I had a chair. Must sit on a bench or 
box for rest between 6 AM. and 9 PM, 

r 

17 June '44; fiain, rain, rain, lery dark inside. No lights except at meal 
hours. Smoke only at mess table over one ash tray. Nothing to eat but plain rice 
and watery soup. PX closed. Very harassing and tedious hours. No punishment - oh 
No!!! Looks like they want to ftrce us to work. Calling It a volunteer act, and 
this complying with the treaty. No amusements allowed. It is like being confined 
in a cell with no idea when the sentence will end*. Doubt if a church gathering 
will be allowed, as it vrould be a meeting, and we might plot to escape. No one in 
the US can realize this treatment. Starvation will do anything. It is the height of 
the banana and mango season, but none for us. Fruit and meat are out. The ninth and 
tenth squads had roll call at 10; SO last night. We expect one tonight. 

19 June '44! Church allowed yesterday. Pork last eve for the enlisted men «"H 

room routine began this A.M. Still dark and rainy. Benjo sanitation bade Lyle on 
the sick list with flu. I am OK, but food is difficult. Long hours. 

20 June '44; Roll call at 10s30 last night, Eoutire abou*; the same. I visit 
the shoe roon daily for cleaning up, but shoea only iss.ued to enlisted men who have 
tc work. V/e are closely guarded in the main area with -j.ark closed. Guards decent 
with no "joppiiign 
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1944 21 June '44: Longest day of the year. We feel Germany out soon, and that Jajan 
will not continue alone, Syrup and catsup issued by the PX today.. 

£2 June r ' 44: Weight today 158.8. Loss of one and fl*re tenths pounds „ 

25 June '44; Raining inches per hour„ Very dark and unable to rend inside, 
but the current la off during daylight hours. Mail was announced yesterday, and was 
within fourteen of reaching the window when rain called a halt. Tie sun viae out in 
45 minutes, and we regathered in line to find all locked up. No word Is ever passed, 
on any routine changes,. If there is to be no lights at night we only find it out at 
darkness « We are sneered at for becoming prisoners - as the !l iPap die rather than 
surrender" . The Japs Kay they will never come down to our level. Many are ill with 
influenza,, but so far I remain well. All having high teniperatures wsre ordered to 
the hospital in a driving rain for weighing.. "Guarding our health" . 

27 June '44: Mail yesterday « Four from Vera - all older than the ones I have 
already received. Additions to squads made today* making room for more expected 
POWse W© are very crowded, but they should worry how we feel about it. Soup almost 
nil today. Rice soggy and full of weavils. No more sugar or buns thru the PX. Thus 
we worry along. 

29 June "44: Fourteen young British officers in from Central Taiwan camp* 
Confirm the western front started in May. They were told before coming to this camp 
that we did not cooperate, r&fuse to work and rations had been cut 50$, and we were 
all under strict military discipline. In fact, we had refused no orders. Were asked 
if we volunteered to work, and said "No" . Hence, their irrational immediate puniah= 
ment instituted. We always have and are ready to work when ordered. Routed our for 
a roll call at lis 30 last night. Purely to annoy us. 

30 June *44: The roll call last night at 12sl5 was utterly contemptible. Only 
the lateral half of the hut was called, so those that were not called were equally 
distrubed. ThiB AM we formed for the usual roll call at 6s 20 and were delayed until 
7s30 cooling our heels awaiting their pleasure. Breakfast was delayed until 8:00. 
Three air alarms after 1:00 AM. We have had alarms the past three nights. iSvidently 
planes over the island, but none heard here. Food very slim, but the enlisted men 
had a good pork supper last evening. 

JULY 8 July 8 44s Same routine. Full moon, but no air alarms. Several officers 

standing attention about the grounds for not saluting properly. The Nips are very 
sober and we hope It is because of bad newSc Roll call at llsOO last night. Col. 
Koran fainted while in formation. Other squads were dietxtrbed two or three times 
during the night B The punishment is being poured on. I was sick last night with a 
temperature from dysentery shots. Fee} there is lots of news, but none for us. 

9 July J 44; Yesterday at noon, the heat suddenly cooled with an issue of sugar, 
lemon, some fish flakes, catsup, syrup, pineapples and bananas. Morale up and hope 
it conxijuuaB. some Oanauian R£ arriving in c^jupo i-iayoe a nww «ra in dawning. 

10 July J 44i The Japs are unpredictable as formerly. Two harassing roll calls 
in our anuad last night at 12 and 13 30 AM. Hew guards today. Goons and mean* The 
heat is on again. A .'"ew individual packages arrived, so am wishing for mine s but it 

us like a lottery,, Hope for an early ending of this war. 



268-465 15-J DIARY: CAPTAII7 ROBERT G. DAVIS, KC USH P^e 61 

Dec 194?.= - -■ 7 Sept 1945 

1944 13 July c 44; Tho heat persists,. Several officers < : .t attention, not saluting 

properly,, Some to the guard house,, accused of visiting other hats, or holding a 
"meeting". Mi dismissed after a *i*rious lecture. Roll colls thru all the squads 
last night taking up moat of our sleeping houre- Any that are sot celled kept aveka 
with the noise. It 'i:i ell an expression of ther'.r hatred vsn& result Id hazing for 
our treneral toniliaUioiu A large iranber of J a? bonberu and fighters over this AM, 
goiJi.:: south, tiaybe action in the Phllippinee or near Taiwan* He axe told nothing 
lyl« received a package from Marlon last eve,, most food* I ain very anxiously 
await lag say package. I hear some nail la ln„ 

15 July i! l-4„ Squads are now all ordered to work in turn c:a ^asquito eoatrol,, 
clearing wseds and ditchaa 5a and near the camp A ycung Batch officer yesterday va« 
accoetad V «OrttK|$>» B a var?- msan nedical sergeant, for w-rarirtg clogs instead of 
shoes to woik For raising his hands to ward off the blows h® was accused of resist- 
ing, so he was sevc^sly beaten with a bamboo pole after Grumpy had atartcd to tin- 
sheath his sword, bat replaced it. Placed in the guard house for tea days on rice 
and ealS on± a little daily water without his mosquito net or blanket. I witnessed 
this apisode. Oar sqtvyi Is cut woskiag this morning, but I am excused on account of 
my shoe rcoia detail-, Ksrwg i-'-ns moh afternoon, plain food s the same heat. I was 
thrilled this PM upon bslng stifled to report at headquarters for my package from 
Vera, mailed Aug, 20, *43, nearly sleiv~nn months ago. It, like all others, had been 
thoroughly searched, and I gathered th:> scattering contents, which all appeared in 
very good condition,, It appears that oajy one and one half pairs of aocks an 
mis3i.Tg, AH articles are so welcome, hut the milk, cocoa, loullion cubes and ' 
vitamins are especially needed. Other packages are badly crashraft and some practical! 
empty Othars than POWs know not what these packages mean* 

16 July '44.' Roll call last night 3^00 AM. 

17 July '445 Boll call at 11; 30 PM„ Heckling goes nerrily on, Ho more fruit and 
just plain rice and thin vegetable soup. There is nothing lower than a PCtf In 
Nipponese hands* Disgusting* so what? 

21 Only '44; So glad to receive a letcer from Vera dated Jan, 23 '44,, Iron the 
number on the letter it is evident that sight previous letters an, Eiseiiv;. ThiB 
letter ha3 been in camp, ten days s but <tn await their convenience. It Is a short 
letter of 24 words and evidently the r-jgulatloas at home have been changed. However ^ 
letters should now come often. The heat persists = Boll cell laat night at 2;QQ AM 
while I was on the vigilante watch. 1 was required to call all squads in out feu.t 
Food today, bamboo sprouts, gobi and onions in the soup Very poor and hard to 
swallow,, with ma'-y weevils and worms In the rice. 

23 July *44s > r itly r alls go on, but we missed last night, A surprise roll 

call at lJ.30 FH ya.tterdfjy 11 rooms searched for notebooks and diaries. Mine was 

graes and brash balled anil LarS&l voxk„ Weighed two eU\ya ago,, 159 pounds, 

26 July '443 Uightly roll calls at irregular hours. Pork in the soup last eve 
for all. This means that each one received a few shreds as only 32 lbs is issued for 
over 400 now in camp. Squads ara now cleaning Taaame Per^„ It Las been Idle for over 
a msuth and the grass and weeds ar« nearly teee high. Mp,*rb« it bi.ll open again for 
core, walks. M* are now ordered to stay up each night until taa 9f30 bugl«o ihis mecx-i 
CwAt 4W r.iu.jt lie Branding by and en •"> bed the- r,e:r? socorjj w.'^,! the lights are extln- 
gu-itnada riors aaleria ezpo^ars-, tu-.v low and no hot vatey?. 
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1944 30 July '44: Pork again last eve. Twice in one week, a new departure, but the 
usual routine prevails. All kinds of rumors. War nearly over-. Armistice all fronts. 
No way of separating facts from wishful thinking. Time drags, but morale high. 

AUGUST 1 Aug '44: A new month. Maybe It will bring results. Guards not quite so strict, 
but night roll calls go on and we were harassed at 3;15 this AM. The food is very 
plain, but fruit outside is plentiful for others. 

3 Aug *44: Boll call at 1x45 last night. Each means an hour's loss of sleep 
for ma. 

4 Aug *44s Tenko 2sl5 last night. Col. Balsam got four days and Col. Lathrop 
two day 8 to the brig for lying on beds. A new guard and plenty tough. Very heavy 
=35, ins. We experience two or three earthquakes per week. Some quite heavy. 

7 Aug *44: Nightly Tenkos at various hours, Tenko is Japanese for roll call, 

10 Aug B 44: Docse Koku Senco Wnkare. spoken by one of the guards, meaning 
Germany out. 

12 Aug '44* Inspected today by Colonel Commandant of Taiwan Prison Camps. As 
naturally expected following our letter regarding his failure to comply with the 
Geneva Treaty provisions he made no contact with us and didn' t seem interested in 
our welfare. He cut our dally rations 60 grams. Ration now is 900 grams and not 
sustaining. Our only hope is to exist until the war ends. I have a painful carbuncle 
on the lower abdomen from an insect bite. It is vtxy painful and am excused from 
roll calls with permission to lie down. Temp. 101*5 and taking 60 grains of 

;$s$#$j sulphathiozol per day. 

13 Aug "44; The carbuncle is showing some drainage today, and got some sleep, 
but none the night before. I am allowed two canteens of hot water per day as the 
only source of heat treatment. 

16 Aug '44: Tenko at 3 1 30 AH. Col. Searle was slapped in formation as he was 
squinting at a light in his eyes and the Sip sergeant supposed it was improper 
attention. 

17 Aug *44t Arrived In Taiwan two years ago today. Boll call or Tenko at 4t00 
AM„ Carbuncle is healing and feeling much better. Weather is sultry with daily 
raina. Scarlet Sister Mary died today and augmented our evening soup. Never thought 
we would eat the old sow, but conditions ruled out all ■queamishness. The Nips 
refused to take any of the meat, but ws all took a chance. Gen. Brower wrote the 
following odes 
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«TH3 SOW "HAT DIED OF A UROKBN 1I3AM" 

Old Sow! Old SowS «h»t says you now? 

Ton are In ths ccup. 

And how - and how! ,„*++«,,. 

Ton have done your part as a humble critter. 

You have blessed the world 

VJith many a Utter. *«♦*_-• 

Aafi after all, what could be «-" erT 

Tou haw coma to your predestined *«£> 

And proved ycureelf the prisoner'* friend. 

Of a brokcsn heart they said you died - 

1 think rayealf somebody lied. 

Bat be that false or be it true. 

Adieu! Adieu! Old Sow, to you. 

Romantic dreams of mammoth *oar 

With mammary glands that swept the floor 

Diatmrb your sleep no more, no more. 

Kflxei, Boys, a final bow 

Before you eat that grand old sow. 

I'll tell the world I ate my part 

Of the Sow that died with a Broken Heart. 



Page 63 



lbs, 



Two bananas today, the first since 8 July. 

last message received was 16 Aug 43. * grea* ^»* 

ic»» * a. loss of 2 and four tenths / 
21 Aug '44* Tenko at 4:00 AM. Weight today 157.6, a loss 

n„n hours. Food scant. Tanko various hours 
25 Aug "44; Same routine. Ho news. Doll hours, -ooa 

thru the night. 



26 Aug *44; 



Nl6 ht air raid alerts. Holes tighten, Gray &**• 






: -^*d 
h. pass 



,, au,, '44: Tood serious, Al*>et cl«ar soup v"»f^ 
t -wl 'he -ate to the 3hoe roor <* other Jap areas ew ^ 
Ver* ctiosely Raarded. »n ide» .it it ^s. 

> „ « , B- awreSne thru windows. Vfe mast bring *xt *f ^ 

31 Aue »44; Hew rule*. B^ «wrs 3n « *" nriest is not allowed to visit 

in aigning for mail and telegrams. The ~ tholio^rxest x ^ ^^ No 

other barrack than his own. ^ *?«*££ every two «mth». So- be** in soup 
hospital visiting. ^^J^X^V^ Sat rejoicing for any food 
last eve, and a shred Of port: ine »«,«>• 

additions. 

. ^ .^, w«ter svHte, failed today. Sc^e carrying vate ,r Jo both kitchens. 

No baths" and hardly enough J« dl "£F^w^!£^ X^rently due to insect 
Another is starting in the left axilla and wry P^J ^ , trl ,. ni « m«t be 
bi- eS Scarcely any gauze for dressings* * ar^ PA™ Tja3LwS . *-* a*.ily 

"ISi for aai Application. Food barely f f « ^^ Q f£ ^ £ 14 Prison*^, 
food carts are divided equally between the ^P^ison o. ^ ^^ 



Tha hour:, drag for a ?0*J. Ko neve anc 



Btrict discipline at fJLI *i«»*- 
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1944 6 Sept *44* Six letters from Vera today dating from Oct. 26, -43 to Feb. 29 *44„ 
It is so good to hear all is well, and It seems like recent mall* I do hope my let- 
ters are being received. This is a life of hope and longing to be free, 

15 Sept -44: Sane routine. Heat up and down*. Grumpy and Joe, another mean guard, 
are in full character. Major Gen. Sharp vas a few minutes late for morning roll call 
and was stood at attention for one half hour while the rest of us ate our morning 
rice. All squads are working. Ration T«ry low, Hearing the end of the rainy season. 
Bights hot. Some air alerts. 

21 Sept '44: Last day of summer. All quiet, but ominous hours. Inspection today 
by a Lieut, medical. They say he Is the medical Inspector for all Taiwan Prison 
camps. Days have been spent in cleaning up the areas and the grass cut with our 
•usual tools consisting of safety razor blades and strips of tin tied Into bamboo 
sticks. Bananas on the 19th. Big crop but we get them every six weeks. Some of our 
:;•;::■■ cows now have little calvet! and there is a small amount of milk Issued daily to the 

staff, but there is none Zzx "non-cooperating FCWs". Ken Is in charge of milk dis- 
tribution, which he has placed in small bottles, each containing about 4 ounces, 
and only allowed to issue it to POWs that are on the staff* Ho news, but we hear 
rumors of some action to the north. Hope to be free by Thanksgiving or the end of 
the year. 

25 Sept *44: Weight today 154 lbs v down three and a half lbs since last month. 
Food scant and hart to eat, but do get a little bit of milk every second day. The 
camp routine is the same and do hope that I can hold my present weight. Col.Postumue 
(Dutch) died suddenly on the 22nd following a coronary attack. The rains have 
stopped with the approach of the fall season. Capt. Fraser, one of the British 
officers, was severely beaten today for shirking work. He was knocked unconscious 
$}3$ with a bamboo blow over the head, producing several Jagged cuts in the scalp. 

29 Sept '44i Ho change. All losing weight. Ho news and thus we exist. Up for a 
2:00 AM roll call and am sleeping very poorly these nights. 

30 Sept '44: A day of changes. Three squads quarantined for suspected paraty- 
phoid. 28 generals, 15 Americans, 8 Dutch and 5 Australians ordered to leave hare 

.,;■.., tomorrow. Ho reason or destination given. 

OCTOBSR 1 Oct '44? Generals away at 1*00 PH. All their private papers taken. Baggage 
thoroughly searched. Many conjectures and the remaining British generals expect 
movement orders. Hops it is for the good, but we are told nothing. Strange life. 

3 Oct , 44s The British genr-vCLs notified last evening at 10*00 PH to move at 
9:00 AH today. The* *ked al? sht and at 12:30 today left via track to Join the 
other generals who " t two cLyw ago. They have been told they are going to Japan 
by air and only allowed tc :• a small part of their baggage. All of us are out 
of cigarettes. Our last iss. was 12 Aug. Ho information of any new prisoners ar~ 

7 Oct '44: we are suddenly told that all colonels follow the generals who left 
two days ago. The generals by air, and we by ship to a very? cold country. 

8 Oct *44i Baggage Inspected at 8*00 PH. Told reveille at 3*00 AM, and move out 
of camp at 4:00 AM. All night packing as we had been prev'< msly told we would not 
move until the next evening u 
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9 Oct >44^ We all marched oat of camp at 4.00 AM retracing our step* jj" Mlo« 
; to a vSinfcane field train, where we ware again to Taianan and f^ *£»** 

third class train heading north, at 7s00 All. Vfe had been given a rice ball for our 
lunSL Headed m™T« the northern tip of Taiwan at 6,00 PM rnd -^ed on th. 
(KXOCO HAHU. Col. Koran h» ^ be carried from the train to the ship, fc were^ placed 
in an after bold. Crowding inhuman. Fifteen of no in a space 16 ft. lone, 6 ft. vide 
and 3 ft. high. Ho air nnd heat intense 

10 Oct '44. So ale*,? last night for artfone. Ho room to lie down and we nearly 
suffocated. Two officers found a little more space in a neighboring action, hat 
13 of us lived In this space for 19 days, 16 inches of space ior each prisoner. A 
UtUe fish was added ton*, of the rice and for two nights and two days our soup 
constituted our only liquid. On the second day w. were allowed some air. but no 
water for washing of any kind. The ship left the dock, anchored in the outer harbor. 
and Returned to the dock before nightfalls 

12 Oct '44; At 9 J 30 thli AM air raid sirens sound ed our ship guns began firing 
and Ca P t? Pederson got a squint thru an open porthole, He ga.e us a running account 
of African ^ divisg at supposed air field*, and present ly said. * »" °"»^ 
one heading for ue.« At once two terrific explosions occurred on either side of the 
Tip and with a four-inch gun over our heads, firing ^f^ZT^V^J 
minutes to hear the all clear. We later learned that all of the Jape f^°^ 
the ship and were moving a large number of their sick and wounded £atm on board 
for transfer from Taiwan. One of the bombs striking near the dock killed 17 of the 
Japanese, and for 14 days the ship did not 1«M the dock. T w ice during this period 
we SrsuadeTsiumpy andJoe. who had been transferred as our "Directors- to 1*% 
S out on the doTand turn the hose en each other, as our sanitation <"-"""£< 
frightful. DarH* the bombing of the ship we were locked like rat. in a trap without 
life preservers, and the bombing in the area consisted of five phases. 

I 23 Oct "44 1 The ship went to sea early last night, end at the f^°fthre .tours 

turned back, and ve find ourselves in port again. At sundown "«*%* JJ** aCCOm " 

ID oanied by two deetroyev « and, reached Moji e Japan, onrthe AM of 28 Oct. it was a 

Motley crowd of tr4* t',thft the ship about 9:00 AM andafter ^ ^ «^ 
on the dock we were *«c&»d to the -ailway station about a ^halfa ^""J^ 1 ™ 
a very unsanitary ta«, and 3 hrt. ater wore detrained at Beppu on *|» **f* Jf 
After a march of over, a mile thro the crowded streets, stared at by _1Q00. of ttt- 
Si we were halted in front of a frirly large hotel and told to take our shoe, 
off. On being taken inside we were cults surprised to be »•*£«•£" *° * ™* 
In sanitary ^rroundings. and room enough to lie down on a soft comfort^n the^ 
floor. Vf. were told we were to star there a few days in quarantine. To our &?* 
joy we were all allowed a bath and got some real sleep. Remained in this *•«"« 
for It days with daily baths, but the food was very low w M %**$* ?oW inftr« 
roll and thin soup. Here w. met a Major Takado, who said he was from thePOrf infor- 
^tiofbureau in Tokyo and that he had been sent by *»^^ ™*£gj£ 
our destination. He had been educated at Columbia ™™"«£ £\2U Sargf of 
wn^5*. *nd th« firet pleasant Jap face ve had seen. He said he was in cnar^. o^^ 
mail* and had simpllfiod the system so wax we wou^ ai_ is.----" ^*? ****' *1*^ 11 ' 
S topS bufdoubted hie word which was later proven by only receiving a very small 
naU issue during the following ten months. 

10 Nov «44-s Off by train at 3,00 PK C ^arged in Hoji area and *»^* ***» tR 
at 10*00 PH. Bitter cold in our tropical garb. &• were taken off the train and 

plr-cttd on trolley cars for a 20~minuto rid* and. then on along walk to a snip. 



vhero we found a littls more room 9 and w 



is issued an overcoat. 
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1944 11 Nov *44s Sailed at 8:30 AM in the midst of another air raid, "but the weather 
was thick and we kept moving,, Beached Fuaan, Korea, at 6:00 PH C Herded Into a cold 

KOREA thaater for some rice and soup and entrained at 10:30 PM, 93 to a car. Very crowded 
and uncomfortable for three nights and three days trip- Oar first train without 
drawn blinds and we got a good view of the countryside.. Became ill with malaria on 
the second day fi temp 103.5. No place to lie down and was very miserable with chills, 
sweats, etc. 

MANCHUKUO (CKEHG^CHIA-TEHO) 



^mm 



— Reached Cheng- Chia-Tun Manchuteuo at 2:30 PM, Z was too ill to gather up my 

effects, but an Any sergeant, Hoy Wehrkamp, gathered up my things in a blanket as 
I was unable to cany them. After chilling for an hour* having walked nearly half 
a mile to the camp in a bitter wind, temp. 15 above zero, I nearly collapsed and 
was taken to a hospital. Bxlg.&en. Maxwell, an Australian doctor, applied a hot 
brick to my chest and heated some powdered milk, and I stopped chilling In about an 
hour. I spent three weeks in a hospital with malaria, complicated by bron chial pnau~ 
moniao Col. Gillespie and Lyle gave me every treatment available, and Wehrkamp per- 
formed many small errands for me. I have never been so ill, but the basic rice diet 
was replaced by soy beans and much more nourishing. 

BBC 5 Dec '44t Transferred to barracks, eight in a room, surcharged with coal dirt 
and smoke. The barracks are heated by large drum stoves, but only allowed two 
buckets of slack coal per day and one at night. Under seven blankets. The rooms 
were fairly warm and aside from weakness feel pretty well with a persistent cough. 
My roommates are Brig. Gens. Vashon, Drake, Trott, Blackburn, Chenoweth, and Capt. 
McMillan and Col. Cooper. There is a good quantity of EC here, but not delivered. 
No information. The food is hot cornmeal mush with vegetable soup and soy beans 
plus a small piece of bread for each meal. All anxious for EC boxes. Over 3300 
boxes here with no explanation of withholding except "awaiting instruct ions". The 
temp, is 15 below aero. 

9 Dec '44. EC started with | can of powdered milk and 2 small pkgs of cigarettes 
Weight today 146 lbs. An eight pound low since Sept. 25th, but one pound gain since 
arrival here. X had T9xy little appetite while in the hospital, but it is ravenous 
now. 

RED lo Dec *44i Received a chocolate bar and 12 ounces of corned beef. 

CROSS 12 Dec **4t Butter and Jam, 

H0LXDAT 13 Dec '44; Some lump sugar and coffee. 

14 Dec '44: Meat and & pkg of cigarettes. 

15 Dec *44« A bar of soap and a small pkg. of raisins. Sub-zero weather but have 
been issued warm clothes. Hot bath Is allowed weekly, and am feeling better with 
good food. 

16 Dec '44. Milk and butter, salmon and a bar of chocolate. 

18 Dec '44: Some cheese and cigarettes. Upon leaving Formosa we received a 
"gracious" latter, read to us from the Commanding Col. of Taiwan Prison camps bid- 



**** 
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wished to let bygones he bygones, and accordingly was giving us a present of U hags 
of granulated sugar, which we were to divide with our geaeralc who had proceeded us 
by air. Upon reaching our destination, eleven bags had dwindled to five and a half* 
It has not been issued yet, but the Japanese today requested that we •allow* 60 lbs 

to be transferred to the kitchen for an apple pie. 

21 Dec *44: Pate and butter,. 

22 Dec '44s Soap and chewing gam. 



$$$&$ 
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1944 23 Dec '44: Meat and batter. This ends the Issue of our first RC pkg. We are - 
to continue with one pkg every 15 days. All vitamins and a large quantity of pow- 
dered milk are being sent to the hospital. There are 9 pkgs. of EC food on hand for 
each POW, but all issues in dribbling quantities depend on our captors. Weight today 
147 and 8/lOth lbs. Practicing each eve for Xmas carols and harmonica with the 
orchestra for New Tear's 2ve concert* Right eye flared up today as in 1918. Great 
concern- Ho iritis, but taking eulfadiathol. So hopeless as a POW for proper treat- 
ment » I have ouch dental work to be done, but the Kips only dodge our requests for 
a camp dentist o 

26 Dec '44: Another POW Xmas gone. Clear weather, no snow, but sub-zero temps. 
A day of eye worry and homesickness. No war news. When will it ever end? Sang Xma» 
carols at four stations Xmas eve. I again sang the solos in Good King Wenceslaus. 
The Nips outdid themselves in Xmas food, using 66 lbs of our Taiwan sugar for apple 
pies, also pork and bean soup, and psuedo Torkshlre pudding made of baked vegetable 
Vdth pork cracklla S s i Borne corn bread and fried fish. Ity soup and pie rebelled and 
H0T2N I promptly lost it all, but enjoyed the corn bread and the Torkshlre pudding today. 
CAMP we now have a small piece of bread with each meal, plus BC issues, and no longer 
P°? * hungry* a glorious relief. The cube sugar and EC made the food complete. % eye Is 
clearing and my worries over. How I long for the war news in home papers. Haven't 
seer^even a Jap paper since the 23rd of last April. Haven 1 * been allowed to write 
a letter for 5 months and no mail since 21 Sept. The Nips say we have 10,000 letters 
at **ikden, but delaysd by too few censors. We have been In this camp six weeks to- 
day. It Is called "Hoten Camp #4". The first three weeks were spent in the hoepital 
with malaria and bronchial pneumonia. I seem to be over the italaria, but the im- 
proving bronchitis hangs on. Try to walk one mile per day with I^yle if not too cold. 
We have been given a sheep-lined overcoat and a face mask. Also a pair of woolen 
gloves. 

194S 3 Jan »45i Another year and now on the 4th year as a POW. Sy OK. Cold and cough 
hang on. Temperature ranges from sero to 20 below. The concert New Tear's Eve was 
very good. I played the harmonica in the orchestra and sang in the octette. No EC 
Issue yesterday as the Nip with the key to the storehouse had gone ashore. Our 
letter writing is delayed, they say, because no stationary on hand. It mast all 
come from Jtafcden. A POW is sure behind the 8th ball. 

5 Han '45: The Nips are still on their New Tear's holiday. The Benjo overflowing 
Temp 15 below sero. Have a fresh cold and .cough is sight weeks old. No news and we 
continue to wait. 

8 Jan *45i The EC was to last until 30 Apr., with almost dally Issues but now 
the Nipe say that a slower schedule would be placed in effect to make them last 
until 30 June. It Is our food, but rationed as the Japs decide. It would be Just as 
proper to deal out any private packages that may arrive In driblets. No mall In or 
out for over 5 months. We just "set" and think, mostly "set". There Is nothing lower 
than a POW. 

10 Jan '45: Have not been out for a week, but my cold is better, and I cough 
less at night. Heavy clothing washed. Have a good orderly In Boy Wehrkamp, from 
Fargo, North Dakota, a graduate civil engineer with the Bell Tel. Co.. and a con- 
script for the duration of the war. 
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1945 19 Jan '45S Walking one mile dally, cough much better. Usual routine. It Is 
very cold, but not bad. No snow. It frequently snows In flurries, but high winds 
keep the ground clear. The food Is average and would be scant without the EC The 
issues are slowed up, but it cannot be helped." Fillings out of upper front teeth, 
but the Jape fail to secure a dentist with many emergencies reported. We hear ab- 
solutely nothing, so are completely in the dark as to the progress of the war. 

20 Jan '45: Weight today 166 lbs, a gain of 8 2/lOth lbs, I feel the scales axe 
unreliable. Am talcing vitamins and yeast when some Is occasionally distributed from 
a kitchen excess. Cough nearly gone after reduced smoking*. 

24 Jan '45: The Kips said that Tokyo had notified them of some missionaries 
being interned near us and would tfe approve sending them 240 of our EC pkgs. The 
committee told them that we couldn't distribute EC supplies without the approval of 
the EC society. While thiB silly meeting was going on the coolie carts were being 
loaded up with the 240 pkgs., and promptly left the camp* We hope they reached the 
missionaries. Feeling good now and gaining weight. Am irritated over no mail in or 
out. No mail now for 6 months, and we often smile over Major Takado having simpliflei 
the mail distribution, etc. When does it all end? One doesn't get used to being a 
POW. 

31 Jan '45: 2nd of a long month. Slight snow. It is some warmer now as the temp 
has arisen to 17 below. No EC food. Oar food, but the Nips control. The Nip comman- 
dant has asked us if we didn't wish to plan on planting a garden as soon as it be- 
came warmer. We said "Ho", as we had been fooled twice in Formosa. They said, 
"Conditions were much better here, we keep our word". 

FEB 4 Feb »45: As expecfced, new restrictions are being imposed. No one is allowed 

up before reveille, no early building up of firesj are cutting out toasting and hot 
water for tea. No washing before reveille, no smoking before AM roll call. Sven so, 
it is better than Taiwan rules. How we long for some news. Each day Is the same. 

7 Feb '45: 18 below zero last night. 

17 Feb '45; Dull routine. Some warmer. We have been standing by for five days 
for the Col. of Manchurian Prison Camps for inspection. He appeared yesterday and 
was not pleased for some lack of courtesy in the POWs' salutes. Oar committee asked 
him about mail, clothes, news, dental treatment, etc. All answers in the negative. 
Here we sit waiting and wondering. No mail in or out for six months and it is a 

d shame. The Col. said we were getting too much bread. Diet Is beans and bread. 

No EC issues for four days, "How he loves us". 

19 Feb »45J Baisins and milk Issued. EC further cut by 100 boxes to the hospital 
for summer patients. It is all a farce as each patient receives his share of the 
current issue. We have so far t*»en cut to 1 3/4th boxes. It is irritating to have 
our RC issue* piecemeal. All era are punctures, v/hich results in immediate consum- 
ing. Some prisoners escaped ir.i here two years ago and subsisted on EC food until 
captured and executed. We are now cut to five cigarettes per day from the EC. To 
comply with the amount issued to Jap soldiers. We are not allowed at any time to 
have any more food or cigarettes than the Jap soldier receives. 

22 Feb '45: Weight today 161.9 lbs, a gain of 5 and nine tenths lbs. Have 
gained 15 lbs on soy beans and EC at this camp. We now receive driblets of EC every 
three days due to the 100 parcels going to the hospital. 
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1945 26 Feb '45: Controversy with the Nips the past week over our digging trenches 

as they fear bombing here. We aaid it was their duty to provide safety for us. They 
say we must do it. We said then we would pay for coolie labor, but they said none 
was available. During this controversy no EC food was issued. We start digging today 
thru frozen ground with inadequate tools. EC started after one week's delay. It all 
may be a coincidence, but it is quite pointed a POW is i*ithout any honor, they say 
for senior officers "buahldo" nix„ The much heralded spirit of bushido is defined 
fo^iis as "a tear in your eye and hot blood in your soul". Emergency supplies like 
toilet paper rationed at 60 sheets per month, are frequently delayed in issue. Th«y 
are past masters at heckling. At last toilet paper issued today after emergency 
conditions were presented to them 3§- weeks ago. There is no dependence on the EC 
issues of any kind. There are rumors of the Philippines being captured, lyle is 
instructing me in playing bridge. Have played more in the past three weeks than in 
the past three years. Beading is dull as have finished all the better books in our 
limited library. Trench work is moving slowly thru the frozen ground. The weather 
is so severe that we can only work a half hour at a time without coming in to get 
warm and fortunately they are not riding herd on us while we peck along.High vftnds 
and the sun almost ebscured by the dust. We are now faced with a coal shortage. 
Being a POW is complete deprivation of every pleasure or convenience known in the 
past. Mail in or out seems to be a closed chapter. Some changes in the guard with 
a new and better interpreter. There is a rumor that Germany is out, but we get no 
definite news. Letter home today; the first one since last August. Ken performed 
an emergency appendectomy on Sergeant Johnson yesterday. There were no sheets, 
gloves or catgut. Ken was required to write a letter to the Commandant thanking him 
for the permission to operate and the use of Jap faculties. Some propaganda. 

17 Mar '45: In accordance with Nip regulations 12 stoves placed out of commis- 
sion today, and it is quite cold with ice on the windows. To keep this regulation 
date line heavy Nip clothing must be washed and turned in this week. 

19 Mar '45: All surprised today when told we could send 64 radios home per month 
by broadcast from Tokyo. Part to be 150 words and some 40 words. 44 allotted to 
Americans and three long ones from iqy section. The cards were out and I drew the 
Ace of Spades. Great luck, as I am usually low on food drawings. Do hope mine gets 
through CK. All now feel that we can get home, this year. 

23 Mar *45: Weight today 168.3 lbs. Six and 3/4th pound gain over last month. 

26 Mar *43: Signed letter written on the 12th. The censor only changed two 
words. It should reach home in Oct. Finished trench digging. It is still very cold 
but we must give up the use of all stoves on the 31st. 

31 Mar *45* Thick dust storm the past two days, uith a very high wind. Sun ob- 
scured. They say it is usual this time of year. Much warmer. Heavy underwear turned 
in. Stoves out tonight. RecelvRd two pkgs. of Nip cigarettes today, the first for 
43 days. How promised two pkgs of EC cigarettes p»r week, namely, vizi Chesterfield 
^-•i -•—.—_ ■> "i -i.iv.« -_'i.: w i-ji --ZiA'ti,i fc0iso*i''ijv t ;-us.iov/s*i to Wiiy u. pig. HC issue today. 
Sugar, coffee, butter and Jam. Doughnuts for Ea3ter breakfast, delightful addition 
to our aoy beans and millet. Will miss our room cooking with the fires out. The 
home address of Eoy V. Wehrkamp is 1305 Second Avenue South, Fargo, North Dakota. 
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1945 3 Apr '45: Easter over without the expected doughnuts and the pork was too small 
to find in our soup* A nice church service conducted by Col* O'Day. MaBic by the 
stringed band, and the octette sang "Christ is Risen" o The altar was decorated by 
artificial lilies and roses made out of white paper by one of the Dutch Colonels. 
The Commandant present and slept soundly thru the whole service. Fires out and a 
cold snap is one Heavy colds and wearing of overcoats. Rumors that the sneak attack 
on Pearl Harbor is now being brought home to the Japs. 

9 Apr '45: Cold ifeather continues without fires. Heavy overcoats and blankets 
neceBsary. Our daily routine does not change » Playing bridge three hours dally. 

18 Apr '45: Usual routine. Some warmer with high winds and air full of dust. 
Turn in all overcoats today. RC issue rearranged to use up frozen meats. During 
the past week the work controversy rose again. The frost is out of the ground and 
the Nips have had an acre of ground scarified by a very primitive plow drawn by two 
nondescript ponies in charge of Chinese coolies. Only a few Dutch officers volun» 
teered to put in a garden* The Commandant says It may be our only food next falls 
We say the HC is pretty good, if they would only allow us to have it. Anyway we 
don't expect to be here many more months, 

20 April '45: Yesterday was the most painful day of my life. Twelve hours of 
acute migraine headaches. Codeine, aspirin, assatal in and hot applications failed 
to give relief* Severe nausea and vomiting end of the episode. May I have no more. 
An inspector here from Mukden trying to pursuade us to volunteer for a garden farm 
saying several acres outside the camp are avallable<> Our answer Is no unless ordered 
to do so contrary to the International custom of civilized nations. We have a new 
Camp Commander who says we are dirty and untidy. What an intelligent observation! 

21 Apr *45: The Col. at Mukden hearing our decision not to volunteer for work 
has at once frozen our remaining EC and says our remai n ing two parcels must last 
until Jan 1 '46. Our food doled out as the Nips decide. Thus our HC "nine parcels 
each mast last thirteen months' 1 . Under this schedule "We may get an issue about 
every ten days". This FOW life is never devoid of monotony. 

24 Apr '45s Weight today 166 lbs* A loss of over two lbs the past month. All 
fires out. Mast launder in ice cold water. Matches issues for smoking,,* one match 
per day per prisoner. Three cigarettes per day. The Committee has put in a letter 
for a more frequent issue of EC food and a letter to our protective power represent- 
ative in Tokyo, regarding food shortage. Will it be delivered? 

MAT 2 May "45: Food the past week has been very trying, which seems to be intention- 
al. Enlisted men are ordered to do the farm work and officers excused according to 
the Geneva Treaty, and our ration is cut for veiled punishment. Only one item of HC 
issued per week and only small pieces of brown coarse bread and millet for standard 
diet. Very tasteless and unappetizing, D— — shame with our EC locked away from us. 
Chilly weather and monotonous days. No mail for the past seven months. Just a POW. 

4 May '45: Yesterday all salutes ordered as in Taiwan. Today ration was cut 
nearly 50$ and raised 30$ for enlisted men. They promise no punishment if we did 
not volunteer to work, but here it is. All this In spite of being told on arrival 
here that we were a special charge of the Emperor and our rank entitled us to be 
treated as honorable POW. It is now back to starvation as in Karenko. 
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1945 7 iiay '45: Our three senior officers wrote a protest to the Commandant yester- 
day regarding our treatment stating that we were informed on arrival here that we 
would be better treated than in Taiwan regarding our rank, age, etc. It lasted sis 
months, but now with change of Commandant s we are back on cruel treatment- Tne RC 
withheld and ration down to a constant hunger status- The days are long and dull 
when, constantly hungry. Plain corn meal mush for breakfast, millet for lunch and 
beans in the evening with two small pieces of bread constitutes the day's ration. 
Cigarettes three per dry, Our only hope is early freedom., 

10 May '45; Our hopes were lifted yesterday as a "meat supper" was announced, 
It proved to be nine pounds of pork for 320 people. Think of it, 45/l00th ounce per 
mn, It was boiled with the beans and gave us "an odor". The fir. officer committee 
conferred with the Commandant over our food today. He said Japan was very short 
and must save every morsel of food for a long war. We see lor.g freight trains going 
south and we suppose Manchuria is being drained for Japan. Two pkgs. of Nip clgar= 
ettes and a small sick of bread dough issued to us today. First meat and cigarettes 
for the last six weeks, altho they check us 50Y per month for canteen supplies and 
we have no canteen. The past six months we received about 5Y worth of supplies. It 
Is hell to be hungry all the time on corn meal mush, millet and beans. Profane words 
fall to describe the situation. 

13 May '45: Mother's Day with tfilderdink singing "Mother Q'Kine" at church* 
Past two days a marked change has occurred in camp. Garden work and all enlisted 
men are detailed to packing Kip winter clothing, mess gear and metal furniture for 
shipment out of camp. All signs of evacuation and inspecting officers arriving. 
This indicates that all P0V7 are being moved on„ Vfe hope the war 1b over and we 
are to start home, but an usual the Uips tell us nothing. Do hope that they give 
us the HC food that they have locked up. Hews of the death of F.D.R. Many conject- 
ures, but they say he was shot at the SF Conference. Orders to move by the 20th. 
Hope it is to a port. Poatcard allowed to be sent home today. What to say? 

15 May '45 J All busy packing. Heavy baggage out at 3:00 PM today. All Is a 
mystery, but morale up* Ration being Increased for travel. 

19 May g 45; Move tomoT^nw at 10:00 AM, Reveille at 4:00 AH. Beds, mattresses, 
etc., turned In at 5:00 Au, 

20 May *45: Above schedule carried out and all thru at 5:00 AM, with nothing 
to do for two hours until the breakfast mush at 7:00 AM. AH furniture having left 
the barracks, we "enbyed" our morning mash sitting on the floor. All finished pack- 
ing and waiting. Finally told to be ready to depart at 12:30, At 1:00 PM we marched 
1000 yards to the RR station. Only three third class coaches and we had to wait for 
the cars to be Tinlocked,, 120 per car with a capacity of 80* I was unable to secure 
a seat, so spent. the next three hours standing or sitting on aisle baggage* At last 
we shook down to three per seat, changing positions hourly, Before leaving camp we 
received a surprise shakedown search and all remnants of food removed from our bag- 
gage. A3 Wie trip was vo comprise txirde meals* ea^i p*i;ii-u.o.: va*« give** i.iU"t> tfs&».& 
pieces of bread for the trip. Evidently this is to discourage escaping from the 
train without food. The train started at 2:15 PM with much heavy jerking. During 
the first hour and 50 minutes we covered 18 miles headed south. We have no idea of 
our destination. All blinds were tightly closed and at 6:00 PM we stopped In a town 
for &}i houro, but we were not allowed off of our overcrowded cars. One small piece 
of brown bread and no water for supper. All eat restlessly thru the night with the 
sane tyue of food for breakfast* 
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MUKDEN 

1945 ) , „., .Reached Mukden at 8:15 All, attached to a Ions freight train a The whole 
21 May) morning was spent in bumping us about the EH yards, with general freight switch= 
ing, V/ e v;ere pi aC ed on a siding like cattle. At noon another piece of bread, no 
water. All curtains tightly drawn B but we could obtain an occasional glimpse when 
the guards were not looking* At 1:00 PM a switch engine kicked us around to a fac- 
tory area after covering a distance of 5 miles in 1-?;- hours. And at 2$30 PM we were 
in the vicinity of a huge work camp surrounded by high walls and electrified barbed 
wire* We were detrained and marched about one mile to the camp., After an hou^s 
standing in the hot sun, being counted and checked in under a constant tirade of a 
Honolulu Jap interpreter,, we reached our living assignments on the 2nd floor of a 
large barracks bldg. There we found our numbers posted over each section and when 
I reached ay number 1717 I found a coarse mattress filled with rice straw on the 
floor e covered by four blanket s. Thus we at last found out where we were going, 
namely Mukden. 150 miles from our start at Cheng-Chu-Teng taking over 27 hours in a 
most uncomfortable environment with three pieces of bread and no water for ration. 
Here we find ourselves among a large number of American soldiers who have been her* 
over two years, coming from the fall of Corregidor» All are working in surrounding 
factories. They say when they first arrived here no barracks were available, and 
they spent the first winter in cavea heated only with charcoal braziers* Many died* 
This camp was bombed twice in Hov., resulting in 17 deaths and 61 injured,, We note 
the scars on the walls and some damage to the barracks . The food same here as at 
the last camp. All ol the young officers we left In Taiwan arrived here three weeks 
afio- BjEa. Smith, Langcoi. and Fraleigh, having recently arrived from the Philippines 
gave me/ first news of *he Mlitid-Canacao staff . They left Manila on 13 Dec. «44 
OETOXUj aboard the ORTOCO MAHU jith 1619 prisoners. The ship was bombed before leaving the 
MABD ) Philippine area and <la troyed in Snbic Bay. A second ship was bombed in the harbor 
of Takao, Taiwan, and a third ship landed them in Moji, % that time 1003 were dead 
from bombing, dysentery, exposure and neglect. It was a horrible 7 weeks journey 
here from Manila. Pitiful story and a saga of horror- 

23 May '45: V/eighed today, 163-6 lbs. LosB.of 3^ lbs the past month. 

27 May »45: Getting used to the new camp. It is more like a penitentiary than 
other camps. The treatment is OK, and food very good. About 1700 in camp, most of 
them working in the factories. Traded old undershirt for some cigarettes. First for 
two weeks and the Kips issued a pkg, yesterday, also sore terrible candy. Bathing 
and washing facilities here are very good. Memorial church services held today. 

29 May *45; Another strange birthday and my fourth in prison* Hey 0»Day gave me 
a pkg. of cigarettes, Lyle some aspirin and Ken some gum, I gave some old clothes to 
Smith, Langdon and Traleigh and two old shirts to some soldiers for some smoking 
tobacco, a very coarse Hussian type. The KC issued us y pkg. of cheese. 



juujs; 



2 June »45: Dark, cold rainy weather. Food fair. Got | KG issue of coffee and 
one pkg, of cigarettes. Ho idea why we are here. "How long, Oh, Lord, standing in 
the ne^d of orayer". 

12 June '45; Still status quo. Patients coming in from other camps for medical 
treatment. They say they have their heads covered while transltting certain areas. 
Usual routine. There is a sick pig in one of the pens and the Japanese have directed 
the soldier in charge to try to get some powdered milk for it from the prisoners . 
The Chaplains requested some br^ad. for coruiunion services tomorrow,. The Kips say 
yon cph have some I \ t but ii 11 bf decked from your acuad issue. 
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1945 23 June 8 45«* "./eight today 157 lbs.,, a loss of 6^ lbs. 

29 June '45: Sold my wrist watch today for $50 as I need some American money. 
Inspected today by a Lieut. Gen. It is/boring atmosphere. There is no space for 
walking, as the area is full of foxholes . Overcrowded and dark quart ers. Food scant „ 
Lang hot days* 

JULT 3 July '45; Mail issued today. First received since Sept. 9, »44. Got a letter 
from Vera dated Hot. 25, '43. While in Taiwan I had received 6 letters of later 
dates™ The mail and EC handling is an example of inefficiency. How do they prosecute 
a war? This letter Is the first for nearly ten months, but it is a thrill just the 
eame. Today is a holiday for all labor D so we are giving a musical program this PM. 
Air raid drill In the trenches. 

6 July *4:5i Dr. Pigdon, Australian, buried yesterday. An autopsy revealed a 
brain tumor. He appeared in perfect health until two weeks ago. Our food is scant 
and non-appetizing. Wish or millet for breakfast. Bean and vegetable soup at noon 
and in the evening some soup and a small bun of coarse brown bread. Many of my meale 
are bread and hot water. 

15 July a 45: Our reveille at this camp is 5;30 AM. The MKK factory workers 
muster at 6:20 AM, and must be at their work by 7*00 AM. Breakfast is served at 
6:00 Ail. Am losing weight daily, and take no exerttise<. Cigarettes issued today and 
potatoes added to our food. Constantly hope that the food will Improve. Factory 
working hours end at 6*00 PM. They say we get no more EC until 6 Sept. 

18 July '45s Our bread is now cut to two 3mall pieces per day. 

13 July *45: Almost a starvation diet. We are all hungry and losing weight daily. 
Signed a home letter today submitted on 3 June, or 40 days ago. V/e a ther hot and 
sultry. 

24 July »45: Weight today 150 lbs. Down 6 and 6/lOths lbs. 

29 July »45J Church services cancelled today by a new Nip camp superintendent. 
Fo reason given, but It is the first time that Sun. services have been refused, tfe 
hear additional EC has arrived, but it does not mean that we will get it. 

30 July *45; Food is. more scant, I am below 150 lbs and losing daily. Taking no 
exercise, read a while in the mornings and play bridge in the PIIs. Lyle and I won 

a 31 rubber this PM. Following another request today for some more EC food we were 
told that we act like a bunch of hungry dogs. 

AUGUST 5 Aug a 45i An EC committee from Switzerland visited the camp today. It was a 

complete washout. As usual for inspections some baked potatoes and corn bread were 

kitchen, sick bay, and thru an empty barracks out the gate. There was no contact 
with any prisoner permitted. 

9 Aug '45: Our peaceful routine was disturbed yesterday by two air alarms. 
At 4:30 AM and lis 00 PM, No planes seen or heard. It may be a Eusslan threat. \!e 
looked for an invasion of Japan very soon. Hope these days will end. 
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1945 13 Aug *45: Church again cancelled yesterday. Hips busy digging trenches 
outside the walla,, We expect to hear soon from Russia*, 

14 Aug 8 45: Ominous rumors of a move The Hipponese actions indicate Russian 
advance. Restless daya° We are getting almost dally newspapers smuggled in by our 
factory workers.. We guard Cola. Hoffman and Wood doing their translations and each 
evening under careful watch a communique is read thruout the squads pjid we now know 
that Russia Is in the war and that Japan is being heavily bombedc 

16 Aug '45s Suddenly today at 5s 30 PM a soldier rushed into our section and 
saidg "War over at 9:00 AM today" . A Nip had told him that we should be out in ten 
days. We all looked at each other and wondered if it was just another false rumor „ 
but going out and finding the whole camp aroused and the Nips ignoring any honors - 
it convinced me that something big had happened. At about 11:30 AM several parachutst 
were seen descending about two miles away* We supposed it was Nipponese training, 
but at 5:30 it proved to be a committee of Americans sent by Gen. Weidemeyer from 
China. They appeared to have arrived at' this camp escorted by Nipponese and not 
treated as POW. 

17 Aug '45 : I was awake all night enjoying the prospect of freedom. At 8:00 AM 
an announcement was made, Armistice between England, America and NEI. Russia was 
still fighting and we are to remain POW for the present , but all bars are down and 
we will be out in a few days. Mall and RC a re being distributed and our food will 
improve, which is a tremendous Item as we have been on a starvation diet for over 
two months o My weight today is 149 pounds. Colo Floyd Marshall died from TB on the 
15th, and was burled yesterday. He has been bedfast for the past 10 months. Such a 
pity to finish on V-J Day and he was so hopeful of getting hope. 

DEE TAG 

'mm&l 1. At 8:00 AM the -ree senior officers Gens. Ilgen, Maltby and Parker were 

called to the Nip Hq and Informed us that an armistice had been signed on the 
15th between the Nips and the Americans, NB1 and Britain, 

2. Dr. lie-May called all medical officers together and told of their flight 
yesterday from Central China and landing with parachutes. They landed in a potato 
patch and treated roughly as prisoners for a few hours, then brought here and 
treated royally. At great risk six men reached us here in prison. Thrilled over the 
Government contacting us so promptly as we were facing peril with the Russians 
pushing the war to this area and the Nips getting more unpredictable. 

3. Mail distributed all day. Most of it over 2 yrs. old,, but I got three letters 
written in March 1945, namely Vera, Herbert Kelly and Robert* Each containing good 
new3 and my ?irst real mail in ten months. 

4 D Food increased and RC issued, t 1 "© boxes for three people. Tonight had pork, 
extra bread and chocolate. Uhat a thrill! 

R„ ftfln- Pyi.rkflr in c^rir-i^nr! f,nmoTi>»'nr j tmfl *.*» t.nke ov»r th« rwtun a.r'Trrtni^trotion.. 

6 Navy muster this PM to organize travelling as a group. 

7 C Orchestra ;;ave an outside concern this eve. Trans format ion from paupers to 
princes, and now awaiting transportation to the nearest port,, probably Dairen. A 
radio has been set up and r-— first news is that p. reception is awaiting for us in 
II Y. .-ion*! d--,vi ' ■ ! 
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1945 18 Aug '45: Difficulty in radio contact to Gen. ..'eidemeyer In China to inform 
him that his plane with 6 men arrived here and that all is in readiness for troop 
arrivals , We have taken over the camp administration and all Hipa are Just present 
for our protection. Food galore, and can smoke on the grounds, etc Great rejoieinj 
The branch camps are in and we number over 1700.. 8s00 PM our message has gotten th 
and we expect troops by air tomorrow.. 

19 Aug '45: It is Sunday. Had a good sleep last night and it is a beautiful da; 
And all the feelings of a POW have disappeared,. A fine thanksgiving church service 
held. A large American plane has arrived with more food- We greatly need some carb< 
hydrates.. I am feeling fine and preparing my first uncensored letter home, which 
is expected to leave today by air with eleven sick patients* An looking for troopi 
today which will officially relsase us as P0W, An orchestra concert this PM and a 
Jam session was presented in the evening. Getting four news releases a day over ouj 
radio . The Jap Army in Manchukuo is asking MacArthur to make the Russians stop 
fight ing 

20 Aug '45: Standing by awaiting a Ifcisslan official to approve our releasee 
At 5:30 PM a B-34 came over B dropping leaflets of the Jap surrender. Big scramble 
to receive a souvenir,, The plane returned over us and waggled its wings. All waved 
and was the thrill supreme. The first US plane I had seen since Dec '41, During 
the evening concert all hands were called to Hq and there on the steps we saw sevei 
Bussl&n officers smiling and nodding to us as we packed into the area, I got in cl£ 

FEES and soon a six foot flussian officer uttered a sentence and interpreter translated e 
MBS " From th i s moment you. are f ree„ " Cheers galore and what an electrical stimulus, 
ONCE I looked at my watch, and the magic moment was 7 J 23 FM« It all rhymed with three, 
KOBE and I thought of the span from three forty-five AM, Dec, 8, 1941, The Bussian 

officers gave us a hearty greeting saying that they had been in the war only ten 
days, travelling over almost impassable terrains, but now Manchuria had surrenderee 
It was grand to see the smiling Hassians who said, "You will be starting home very 
soon," We returned to our concert, while Ilgin, Maltby and Parker went into confer- 
ence with the ftissians. Soon we were directed to return to the barracks. The entin 
Nip garrison were paraded and we 1700 assembled around to witness the laying down 
of their arms. The interpreter recited each step s and we hoped the Hips were thor- 
oughly ashamed. The Nip Colonel handed his pistol over to Gen. Parker, and the 
rifles and ammunition boxes were laid out on the ground. After completion our guard 
shouldered the rifles and paraded the Kips before us on their way to the Guard Hout 
What a reversal from five days ago, when we were being heckled and starved. Some of 
our guard who have recently been in the guard house, I am sure, will see that the 
Nips do not forget it. Taps is now extended to midnight^ and in the light of a full 
noon I enjoyed the mass singing of "God Bless America", etc, 

21 Aug '45l Nips are out on all work details filling in the foxholes and other 
less desirous duties , While we await orders to move when ships are ready,, Probably 
5700 miles from SF, '* hear sc" bridges Eire out between here and Dairen and there 
nay be some delay, "rf .re free go Into the city, but we are under Gen. Parker's 

viiiierb, jtXui sjh ue aire ..-aggeu \i await una issue of soue better cxotlilng, i have 
been a PQW 1080 days. Our food *a now adequate, except for carbohydrates, but a 
supply of food has Arrived by plane from China. I now wei^h 150 lbs. 
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1945 22 Aug '45: Butchering hogs todry. Nips working under our guards., Information 
is given that we may probably leave by air starting in three days via China, India, 
North Africa, and across the Atlantic to NY, fifteen per plane, so it will take 
some time to evacuate 1700 « Wondering when ray turn will come; all ia under Gen. 
Parker's arrangements,. If by rank, I am third on the Colonel list. It will be a 
unique trip- Carrier Pigeons are dashing over the camp, each carrying a whistle 
to keep the hawks away. The soldiers have a softball diamond in action. A very good 
evening show presented. 

23 Aug '45; Considerable sniping and bullet singing over the camp area. Street 
fighting in tha city. The plan now for evacuation is via Shanghai, Manila and 
acrosG the Pacific. 

24 Aug 9 45: GateB are now open daily from 7 s 30 AM to 7:30 FM„ Wilterdink and I 
walked thru the MKK factory returning thru the adjacent village,. All Chinese cities 
are alike- The sick left via air today, 

25 Aug "45! Raining hard, but cleared at noon. Into the city with Wilterdink 
looking for sugar and coffee. The shops are all closed at present by the Bussians 
and the only purchases that can be made are from the curb markets. Nothing for sale, 
but everything including the brewery is free to us, and anyone going to the HR 
station, where the Jap officers and troops are arriving for surrender,, can obtain 
souvenirs such as sworda, rifles, field glassas £ . etc. If we only see a souvenir wo 
point to it and the Russians halt the Nip who promptly hands it over. If slow in 
replying the Nip is promptly knocked down or roughly handled by the fiussian soldiers. 
A Nip general was stood at attention while Bccles, one of our enlisted men, removed 

, , hie gold-banded sabre. How the mighty have fallen. They merely look glum and are 
getting some of the treatment given our troops at the beginning of the war* 

I went up to a Chinese Capt. on the street to ask about sugar and coffee from ay 
Chinese vocabulary and found he 3poke some English. He said sugar and coffee could 
not be found In Mukden, but he could get some from the Chinese Army stores. He got 
a Droshky and drove us to his auarters where we were served watermelon, cantaloup*, 
cookies and hot tea* We were entertained for two hours, and told of the Chinese 
hatred for the Japanese. The Chinese (llanchus) had not been allowed to speak any 
JSnglish for the past five years.' Penalty, beheading. We each received one and one 
half pints of fine granulated sugar and 2 pints of coffee. When we left the Captain 
whose name was Shang Ling-Che,, called a droshky and prepaid our fares bade to campo 
He said it was an honor and a privilege to entertain an American. Mukden Is a city 
of one and a half million and the intramurus section is like all dirty Chinese 
cities. 

26 Aug *45s Churcii In All, Walked into the Walled City to look for canned milk. 
A Chinaman picked me up in his droshky when half way in and refused any pay= Found 
some milk in a curb market. The price was Y100. didn't have that much so decided 
to ~ return next day after trading in a blackout curtain. I met three drunken 
American aoj-diers wino asked what I was looking lore I saiu, "tillk, out aid not liave 
the price". In about 15 minutes I met them again, and they handed me a cr^i of milk. 
I fear it was not paid for. A commandeered fire truck brought me home at high speed 
with siren 3 open and bells ringing » 
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1945 27 Aug >45: In to town at 8:30 All by camp track to Amato Hotel, where Sea. 

Wainwrlght's party had just arrived- Met several after two years* separation and 
had a nice visit with Gen. King At the RE station saw a 16-car refugee train pull 
in from the north* Many Jap soldiers and officers among them. The Russians allowed 
me to pass all "barriers and I got a close-up of the most dovmcast lot I have ever 
seen= All Japs are labeled v/ith red badges.. Same with stores and apartment houses. 
On the way home I got some tomatoes^ two for Y10, apples the same. 

28 Aug '45s At the gate this PM got four eggs for Y20 and enjoyed them soft 
boiled. Rained all PH. In the evening walked with Ken outside the camp I am slated 
to go out with the next plane group. 

29 Aug 9 45: To town with 'filter dink for a can of milk. Got some eggs and the 
boys scrambled them for me in the boiler house,, Took a long walk with Capt. Will 
and. Kenn along the canal. Several 3-29 ' s appeared and apparently looking for our 
camp. We returned and watched them make low approaches and begin dropping food 
boxes by small parachutes. They were so low and fast and most of the loads landed 
outside the walls, resulting in some damage^ as the parachutes did not have time to 
open. Thousands of Chinese gathered, but looting was prevented by our guards firing 
in the air. Notified to be ready to depart at 8:30 AM tomorrow for Sian and Ku nming , 
China. A processing team arrived from Sian and began our class if icat ions. Camp 
lights put as food dropping broke the circuits,, 

30 Aug "45: Slept little last night with packing and thoughts of really starting 
home. 60 of us left camp at 8:45 and we took off at 10:00 AM in one B-24 and two 
C-47 Douglass Transport planes B with 24 in this plane. V/e are now out two hours and 
sailing smoothly along at 4000 ft. I have just returned from the 2nd pilot's seat 
and lunched on Army ration. The plane will go up to 8000 ft. for the China hills 
and land at 4:00 PM to spend the night in Sian and go on to Kunming tomorrow. 
JSxpect to go to Manila from there 8 but hope to cross the Atlantic* No information 
on It yet. It is a bright clear day and fine for flying. It is a great thrill to 
really be enroute home and a coincidence that four years ago today I sailed from 

ST. Weight yesterday was 157, or a gain of 3ight lbs since the war ended. This plane 
Is aC-47 cargo type with seats along the side, but I have a parachute to sit on, and 
am comfortable reading a novel, "Mrs. Craddock", by Somerset Maugham. The plane 
could have been swept out and cleaned up a bit, but It is grand to be on our way. 

It is raining and we are on our way and flying thru a heavy mist with the ground 
obscured. We have radio news from Honolulu and hearing of the Pearl Harbor investi- 
gation. Our troops are landing on Japan. Adm. Hlmitz said sea-power won the war, 
malting advance bases for air power. Each of us issued a pkg. of Luckles. 

SIAN Landed at Sian at 4:00 PM, thru a 200 ft ceiling at Arny Air Base, a former 
Ftf Chinese civil air base. 1000 railes from Mukden. Trucks took us to our barrack dorm- 
itories. They apologized for the poor food here, out we found it most excellent, 
consisting of veal cutlets, toast, coffee, sugar, beans and apple sauce. First Amer- 
ican meal for 3- years, and served by Chinese boys* Our first view of a tablecloth 

chocolate bar. A great treat to receive such luxuries,, At 7:00 PI', we were taken to 
the Post movies and saw a newt "ilra of German atrocities and a battle on Okinawa, 
our first movies since the beginning of hostilities. Hot vater in the bathroom - 
Oh, boyS 
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1945 31 Aug '45: Slept soundly and breakfast at 7:00 AM on scrambled eggs, French 

toast, bacon and coffee, What a change from a bowl of rausM Sergeant Hoy McCracken 
drove us into the City of Sian, a city of 400, 000* It is a modern Chinese city with 
large stores and wide streetflo Should leave at 1:00 EM for Kunming, but a low celling 
may delay us a day. Bath towel and razor blades issuei i.e us. What p. Joy to be away, 
from Prison Camp. McMillan net the US Navy Attache from Chunking last eve, who 
recorded our names for transit to the Navy D©pt.„ when he returns to Chunking today , 
Do hope Vera will be notified. 

SEPT 1 Sept '45: Got off yesterday at 2ll0 PM. Ceiling 300 ft. but we rapidly rose 

to 12,000 ft. into the sunshine,, Lost my fountain pen* probably out of jacket pocket 
while in town. The plane, a C-47, with 20 passengers piloted by lit. Franklinf, 24 
years of age and the 2nd pilot » 23 years of age t seemed like children,, but they 
handled the plane like veterans. Circled low over Chungking at 6;QO PM, and I got 
a thrill out of seeing the old Tangtse Hlver area of gunboat days 30 years ago. 
-Gassed at Liangshan, 4-5 PM a A new airstrip on flat ground In a valley. I watched 
the approach and landing from the cockpit, hitting on 100 miles per hour. It is 
very hot on the ground. After take-off at 5S00 PM I flew the plane for -*- hour, 
Enjoyed it all with a beautiful sunset . 

KUN Landed at Kunming at 8S30 PM, and all driven to the Army Base Hospital for 
MING Supper, x-ray of che3t, blood tests, etc To bed in one of the vreirds at 11:00 PM. 
Little sleep on account of so much noice and the arrival of one of our planes,. 
at 2:00 AM. This AM we are standing by for a physical examination. I passed OE, and 
in the PM moved out ten miles to a hoatel among the hills with the rest that will 
move on by the first available planes. Thus, I experienced a ten mile ride over the 
. , Burma Road. A few who did not pass the physical examination were kept in the hospital 
MWk for further observation. V/e are quartered three to a room and food is very good. 

The N a vy - McMillan, Wilterdink and myself, want to cut loose from the Army, as they 
are all ordered to return via Manila, which will delay their proceeding home, and 
we want to (go) directly across the Atlantic. 

2 Sept '45: Pursuing bur Navy plan, I got a truck and drove into the Naval Hq, 

in the city and McMillan sought out the head of G5, or the Army Special Intelligence 
Officer, for evacuation. A message was quickly dispatched to Adm. Miles at Chungking. 
The Adm. hopped a plane and flew here to meet us. The G5 office issued ordere for 
V/ilterdink, McMillan and myself, of the Navy, plus Col. Howard and Lieut. Bennett of 
the Marine Corps, to proceed via Trojan plane via Calcutta tomorrow. All of us were 
delighted. I remained in town for lunch and returning to camp, Joined McMillan and 
Vilterdink, who were ^ing transferred to the home of Commander Chubb, Supply Corps. 
I was invited to diet. at of Arnty control and spend the night with them. V/e moved 
up to a large house on the side of the hill where every convenience was available 
for us. Comdr. Chubb arranged a dinner, party for 12 to meet Adm. Miles. A grand 
dinner was served and after the Adm's story of the Navy In China e some flashlight 
pictures were taken at midnight showing POVs consuming a bountiful chocolate cake. 
To bed nt 1:30 AM. 

3 Sept »45: After a fine breakfast I was driven to the Supply Office and given 
some canteen articles such as cigars, candy, and a few articles of clothing, also 
a fine Swiss wrist watch. I let a Chinese, General Lei, who called to invite us to a 
special dinner at his hone this evening, but v;e excused ourselves on account of our 
departure. Driven to the airport at 4jOO PM by Comdr 6 Chubb and Dr. Mrmlon, got 
aboard the Trojan at 5 $15 ami clocks turned back one hour and 30 minutes Calcutta 
time- 
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1945 • A beautiful plane - C-54. My seat-mate ims Miss Virginia Fitzgerald, private 

sec. for Gen. Chenault. Over the hump at 7:00 PM at 14,000 ft. I rode with the pilot 
thru the sunset and for an hour after darkness . Landed at Calcutta 10 J 30 PM, local 
time. Lieuts 8 Ford and Q'Keefe with two cars met and drove us 30 miles to their 
quart are in the city. Wide streets and smooth pavements ■ I could not understand the 
constant screaming of sirens until I discovered two motorcycles ahead of us as our 
escorts Fine, large and modern quarters. Met the rest of the Havy and enjoyed beer 
and sandwiches. All given a pair of new shoes. To bed at 12s30 as must be up at 
( 6;00 AM and depart at 8s 30 AM. We covered the 850 miles from Kunming in 5| hours. 

CALCUTTA 

( 4 Sept '45: Up at 6;15. Nice breakfast with Indian waiters. Left at 8:30 with 

AGHA Lieut. Q'Keefe and shown thru the city at a fast clip. Wide streets and typically 
( English public buildings and parka. Stores large and streets crowded with natives. 

KARA- Saw the Slack Hole of Calcutta. To another airport, pictueea taken by Havy photo- 
CHI graphers and off at 9s60 in a C-47. Flat terrain, cruising at 8000 ft. At Agra for 
lunch after circling the Taj Mahal at 300 ft. Off a t 2.15, again circling the Taj 
Mahal. Landed at Karachi at ^5 PM. In 2nd pilot's seat one hour and enjoyed handling 
the controls. Very beautiful floor of clouds. Guided by radio, the pilot let down 
thru a heavy fog and mad© a beautiful landing. After arranging for departure at 
1:30 AM we were taken into the Terminal for a good dinner of chopped steak. The 
Terminal, hangars^ etc., are in the hands of the US Army Very larg^ and modern. 
Navy billstted in VIP rooms. I asked what this VIP designation meant and the answer 
was " Very Import ant People". This, I thought, was a Joke, but realized that we had 
been receiving special attention all along, and I found the same designation being 
used at LaGuardia Field, NY. Distance from Calcutta to Agra 850 miles. Agra to 
Karachi 635 miles. Calcutta population three million. Karachi, twenty thousand. 

PERSIA - EGYPT - NOBTH AFRICA - NBV/FOU1JDLAKD - HOME . 

5 Sept '45; Called at 12:15 AM and assembled for 1:30 AM departure in a C-54, 
a large four engine plane and very comfortable with twenty-five passengers. The 
liner was flown by a TWA crew. Careful baggage inspection thru customs and a lecture 
given to us on the use of emergency eouipnent over water. We took off at 1:30 AM 
for the 6 hour flight to Abadam, Iran. After one half hour out, oil pressure trouble 
developed, and we returned to Karachi landing at 3:30 AM, After some coffee returned 
to bed at 4:30 AM to await a call. We were called at 7:30 All, and took the air at 
8:50 AM in the same plane, now cruising at 0000 ft. over the Persian Gulf and due 
at Abadam at 3:00 PM, or twelve noon local time. Landed at Abadam on time and found 
the temperature over loo on the ground. Met by Capt. Crow of the Army, who took us 
to an air-conditioned Army Mess* He reported that the ground temperature was 118 
degrees. A nice cold lunch with watermelon and our first ice cream with chocolate 
sauce. Polish refugee girls served as waiters, having been Russian POWs. 

Off again at 2:30 PM, and lit 4:20 crossed Bagdad, a large city in a treeless 
desert. Over the Dead Sea at 7:00 PM, crossing directly over Bethlehem, obtaining 
a good view of Jerusalem, Mt. of Olives and Jericho. Arrived at Cairo, after crossing 

the Sphinx. After landing I would have missed dinner if distance and time could have 
peraitted (being) driven or but it beinf; only an hour before plane departure and 
distance 20 miles, made it ->osBible. A soldier said he could make it if I would 
request an MP Motorcycle e % but I did not accept such a wild ride in the dark. 
Departed Cairo at 9:40 PM, _ -cached Tripoli at 3:00 All, after two hours of sleep* 
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4 w ? eP n^ ^Ported Tripoli 4s00 All, and due in Casablanca about noon,, and 
in Wash. -DC, tomorrow. Some speed, a mile every 30 secondu 6 Aviation has developed 
greatly since I have been a P0:/ p and is now a dependable method o.f transportation 
day or night. Arrived in Casablanca 11 850 AH. Population 200„000. Taken to Anca * 
hotel w the Aray for lunch Off for the A EO res at ls50 PI I in the same plane. 
Reached banta Maria, A^orss, 7s50 PM, and time turned back two hours. Off again at 

J 5 ?* I l ^ 1 tin6a f0r S *™""T"-1«. Newfoundland, a lOj hour flight. A very dsxk 
nigh*,, but here \m go out over the ocean gaining altitude and on the way. 

LAST ? Sept »45s Arrived at Harmon Field, Newfoundland, at 6s00 AM or SsOO AM local 
LAP time. A very smooth crossing and slept several hours. After a fine breakfast we 
ff^ff at 4 ° 45 Ul for ^a^ardia Field, SY 9 a 6| hour flight. Landed in OT at 
llgOO AM, Off a t isOO PM, landing in Wash, about 2s30 where I was met by Commodore 
Adams, handed a telegram from 7era„ and driven to the SO office in the K a vy Depto 
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